
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Human beings in different cultures and different centuries have 
asked these questions: Why is there something and not nothing at 
all? What is this web of life we belong to? And the stars and planets: 
How do the heavens relate to our lives here below?

The magi - the Kings or Wise Men - asked those kinds of questions. 
As today's Gospel shows, the magi study the night sky and see a star. It leads them 
to a very peculiar people - a people who believe God is not some kind of impersonal 
force but rather a true person - a person who has entered into a covenant with them. 
The star guides the magi to Jerusalem where they meet the Jewish priests and scribes 
who explain their writings - the Scriptures - to them.

These Jewish leaders then direct the magi to a small town, about six miles from 
Jerusalem. From this town would come a ruler to shepherd God's people. In Bethle-
hem they see the Newborn King of the Jews. Before him they prostrate themselves, 
that is, they lie flat on the ground, opening their treasures to him.

What an amazing journey! The Magi go from careful observation of the skies to 
an encounter with the Jewish people, then with a Jewish child - him they worship 
and turn over their treasures.

Many people make a similar journey. They may spend years searching and stum-
bling, then finally meet Jesus and believe in him. He takes over and guides them.

The author of the book Into Your Hands, Father, Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen says, "What 
we need most is a central idea, something so basic and comprehensive that it encom-
passes everything else." The central idea, he says, is "surrender." The point of all we 
do - things like Stewardship, fasting and prayer or things we do in our homes like the 
Consecration to the Holy Family and the blessed chalk we use to mark our homes at 
Epiphany - it's all about that central act - surrender to God. Even things that we don't 
categorize as "spiritual" … like a Knights of Columbus breakfast … they are meant 
to promote community and mutual encouragement. Sometimes they involved get-
ting out of one's comfort zone. As Fr.Stinnisen says, "What ties our spiritual life 
together is the act of surrender."

Next Sunday we will see an act of surrender as John the Baptist says "I am not 
worthy..."

Today I invite you like the Magi to make an act of surrender, to set your treasures 
before him.

Have a Blessed New Year 2022!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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