
FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU,

declares the Lord

Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

On this 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, the readings speak 
about God's plan. Ezra reads aloud the entire book of the law 
– God’s ordinances for his people. St. Paul writes about God giv-
ing us different gifts so we would work together. And Luke - in 

the preface to his Gospel - says he wants to write things down "in an orderly se-
quence." St. Paul calls Luke "the beloved physician." (Col 4:14) As a medical doctor, 
Luke knows the importance of having a plan not just for writing a Gospel, but to 
achieve health and strength.

God has a plan: individually for each one of us, as well as a plan for us together. 
Especially at the beginning of each year we ask, "God, what do you want of us? What 
are your priorities and goals for St. Joseph Parish?"

We don't start from scratch. We know from the Bible and twenty centuries of 
Christian reflection that God creates us for his glory: each of us reflects some aspect 
of God's goodness, beauty, power and wisdom. He means us to use those gifts for the 
common good, ultimately for the salvation of souls.

But what specifically does God want us to do? What does he want for our par-
ish? Those questions require prayer, study and discernment. Like St. Luke, before 
he wrote his Gospel, he spent time doing research and reflection - "investigating 
everything accurately anew."

For example, you know that God gives us the Sunday obligation - to attend Mass 
on Sunday or the Saturday Vigil. God has this requirement because if we go by how 
we feel, we quickly fall away. Every Sunday morning, I spend an hour before the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Rectory praying for our households. The devil particularly 
attacks our families when they are getting ready for Mass. For some homes it's World 
War III. People are tired, maybe they stayed up late. There's always something more 
attractive than Mass. When a person stands before Jesus, it might be embarrassing 
to say "I know you said, 'Do this in memory of me,' but I preferred the TV, my bed, 
my computer..."

Maybe you remember last weekend when the readings talked about the nuptial 
relationship between God and Israel - how Jesus is the divine Bridegroom. In the 
Bible God constantly calls his people to remember the days of courtship - how great 
you felt when you first discovered that relationship. When we grow cold and cynical, 
God calls us back to the desert where he woos us. In a few weeks we begin Lent 2022. 
We will return to the desert with Jesus the bridegroom.

 We can make a new beginning with God's plan in 2022. For today I ask you to 
continue your discernment prayer: “What is your will for me? What is your plan for 
our parish in this New Year?” As the Psalm tells us, "The law of the Lord is perfect. 
It refreshes the soul.”

Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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