
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

On this 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Paul speaks about the 
greatest gift. St. Paul says, "The greatest of these is love."

What is love? In spite of the way people in our culture abuse the word, love, we 
cannot get away from it. It has a deep root in our tradition. Jesus sums up the entire 
law with that word. And St. Paul tells us it is God's greatest gift.

So, what is love? I can hardly give a full definition, but we can learn a lot from 
today's readings. They speak about three levels of love. Love, of course, is pure and 
simple in itself, but like light passing through a prism, it has many facets.

The first is the level of emotions. Bad emotions can get us into trouble, but good 
emotions can better our relationships. St. Paul encourages us to cultivate good emo-
tions and avoid bad ones: jealousy, brooding, quick-temper - and so on.

Love to some degree, depends on good emotions, but love involves a lot more 
than emotions. Perhaps you have heard the saying: Love is not a feeling; love is a 
decision.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. described this second level of love. He spoke about a 
day when we would judge each other, not by externals, such as hue of complexion, 
but by content of character. Character means the ability to make a decision and fol-
low through. We grow by making promises and then fulfilling them. I say I will be at 
a certain place at a certain time, then I do everything possible to fulfill that promise 
- even if difficulties arise.

Today's Gospel illustrates the decision to love. Jesus returns to his home town. 
His old neighbors should have received him enthusiastically. Instead, they turned 
against him. They got so angry they wanted to toss him over a cliff. How Jesus react-
ed to this rejection can teach us a lot.

Many people begin some work or ministry with great enthusiasm, but when they 
meet some put-down or humiliation, they throw in the towel. Not Jesus. He lifted 
his head, passed through their midst - and went to the next town. On a human level, 
it must have hurt that the people he spent thirty years with turned against him. But 
Jesus had received a commission, he had made a decision - and he continued on. 
That is love. Love is a decision.

Love is a sound decision, sustained by good emotions. But love involves some-
thing else we cannot ignore. St. Paul makes it clear that love is a charism, a gift 
from God. No one can demand love. I cannot say, "Look, I've done everything right. 
You've got to love me. You owe me your love." No, when all is said and done, love is a 
gift. Perhaps you have heard of "the humility of a lover." St. Paul says love is "not in-
flated." Pride, arrogance destroys love. It allows no place for love. Love is a gift - and 
it takes open hands to receive a present.

Love is a good emotion, beginning with a smile. Love is a decision - to carry 
through and to continue in the face of discouragement. Love, above all, is a gift. As 
St. Paul says, "Faith, hope, love remain...but the greatest of these is love."

Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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AND NOW THESE THREE REMAIN:

FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE.
BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE.


