
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Today - which is the first Sunday in Ordinary Time - we 
celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord. It is most appropriate because 
baptism begins our life in Christ. As St. Paul tells us today, God 

"saved us through the bath of rebirth." That "bath of rebirth" is the sacrament of 
Baptism.

Baptism is so important that Jesus himself submitted to it. He had no need to be 
baptized: He has no sins and he is Son of God by nature. He did not need cleansing 
and adoption - as we do. Yet, because of the importance of baptism, he allowed John 
to pour those waters over him.

The early Christians struggled with this. Why did the sinless Christ accept a 
baptism that implied repentance? Gregory Nazianzen - one of the great Greek Fa-
thers - gave this answer: "He comes to bury sinful humanity in the waters. He comes 
to sanctify the Jordan for our sake." Then he adds, "Christ is baptized; let us also go 
down with him and rise with him." (PG 36, 350)

Later on, the great saints recognized the power of baptism. St. Louis, King of 
France, seeing one of his subjects baptized, said, "a few moments ago you were only 
my son, but now you are a child of God." St. Francis Solano - a famous preacher, 
healer and miracle worker - knew that his power came ultimately from his baptism. 
After a missionary journey to the Americas, he returned to his home town in Spain. 
He entered the church and knelt in front of the baptismal fount. In a loud voice, he 
said the Profession of Faith that his parents and godparents had made on his behalf.

And I am sure many of you remember the beautiful moment in 1979 when Pope 
John Paul returned to Wadowice, his birthplace. People in the parish had placed 
flowers around the fount where he was baptized in 1920. The Holy Father knelt down 
and reverently kissed the baptismal fount.

The sacrament of baptism has great power. This does not mean that a baptized 
person will automatically become a saint. Adolph Hitler and Joseph Stalin both re-
ceived the sacrament. The person who turns from his baptism has a greater potential 
for evil. A comparison: Lilies are beautiful, but if they spoil, they give off a terrible 
odor. Something similar happens if a person turns against their baptism. For that 
reason, when parents present their child for the sacrament, we ask if they intend to 
raise that child in the practice of the faith.

So, let's conclude with Paul's words to Titus:
Not because of any righteous deed we have done, but because of his mercy,
he saved us through the bath of rebirth... through Jesus Christ our savior.
Have a Blessed Week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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