
THE FATHER
CALLS,

JESUS SAVES,
AND THE

SPIRIT
SANCTIFIES.

       Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this Most Holy Trinity Sunday Jesus says he has much 
more to tell us but we cannot bear it now. We need, he says, the 

Holy Spirit. "He will guide you to all truth."

We are made for the truth - not as some kind of weapon or instrument of power 
but for truth itself. We want to know.

Back in 1841 people lined the docks of New York. They weren't there to receive 
a family member or to see the latest fashions from Paris. No, they were waiting for 
the last chapter of a Dicken's novel (The Old Curiosity Shop). They were desperate to 
find out what would happen to the heroine - Poor Nell. We want to know.

Jesus desires to give us the Spirit of Truth to guide us to all truth. Regarding how 
we will experience that truth we should remember that we pray through Jesus to the 
Father in the Holy Spirit. ‘In the Spirit’ refers to the Communion of Saints. Each 
reflects some aspect of God's being.

Bishop Robert Barron refers to this diversity in his book, Letter to a Suffering 
Church. Today I would like to share with you a quote about the variety in the Com-
munion of Saints:

"Among the saints we find the brilliant Thomas Aquinas and the scholarly chal-
lenged Jean Vianney; the wealthy Thomas More and the abjectly poor Benedict Joseph 
Labre; the warrior Joan of Arc and the pacifists Nereus and Achilleus; the mystic 
John of the Cross and the social activist Oscar Romero; King Louis IX and the hum-
ble porter Andre Besset; John Henry Newman, who lived to be ninety, and Dominic 
Savio who died as a boy; Therese of Lisieux, who spent her entire religious life in a 
tiny convent in an obscure town, and Frances Xavier Cabrini who crossed oceans 
and continents; Ignatius of Loyola who walked only with difficulties and Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, who loved to climb mountains."

After this impressive list Bishop Barron concludes: "The point is that each of the 
saints, in his or her utterly unique manner, shows forth some aspect of God's beauty 
and perfection."

In heaven we have eternity to explore the mystery of God and how that mystery 
is reflected in each saint. But to enter heaven requires effort. St. Paul speaks about 
afflictions, endurance and hope. We each have to make a choice. But, of course, we 
don't do it on own power. We are, says Paul, "justified by faith." Without the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, we cannot even make the first step.

God has made us for the truth. We want to know. Ultimately we want to know 
all truth, not to show off, but for the exhilaration of discovery. A good father wants 
his child to know, not just to survive but to know the good, the true and beautiful. 
Jesus wants to bring us to the Father. He gives us the Spirit of Truth. He will lead 
us to all truth.

Have a Most Holy Trinity Sunday!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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