
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

The Gospel on this 3rd Sunday of Easter 2022 is a call to repen-
tance. That call is obvious in Jesus asking Peter three times if he 
loves him. But there is something more subtle in the first part of 
the Gospel. We get an indication today how Jesus' resurrection 
changed Peter. Before the resurrection Peter tended to act in an 
impulsive - sometimes reckless - manner. For example, in the face 

of Roman guards, he drew a sword, but missed his target. He wound up cutting off a 
civilian's ear. Bishop Sheen observed: As a sword fighter, Peter was a good fisherman. 

After the resurrection Peter was different. Not that his fencing skills improved. And, 
thank God, he did not lose his spontaneity. But now he is more focused. We see him 
making a direct, positive decision - and sticking with it. He doesn't perform some dra-
matic gesture, but he does something simple and natural. "I am going fishing," he says. 
For Peter fishing was not a sport like it would be for many of us. It was his livelihood. 
Still, we see a man who did not rest on his laurels - or lick his wounds. He took a simple, 
direct action. "I am going fishing." Apparently Peter was a natural leader because the 
other six men responded, "We also will go with you."

Now, Peter not only made a decision and inspired others to follow him; he stuck with 
it when things got a difficult. They kept fishing all night, even though they caught noth-
ing. You can imagine the complaining. "We're tired. It's cold out here. I need some sleep. 
I don't know about you, but I've got things to do tomorrow." Whatever the complaints, 
Peter kept at it - and he somehow got the others to do the same.

There is a lot in today's Gospel for us. How hard it is for some of us to set a course 
- and to stick with it! How easy to fall into escapism, especially in our current culture!

The example of St. Peter indicates a way out of dead-end thinking and self-destruc-
tive behavior. Take a direct positive action and stick with it. It might be something as 
simple as the decision to attend Mass every Sunday. Other things might seem much 
more attractive, especially if one fears interacting with certain people. But going to 
Mass is a positive, direct action. The graces received will have their effect in due time.

By way of conclusion, I'd like to put before you a modern person of action: St. Teresa 
of Calcutta. All of us have heard about the work she did to care for the poorest of the 
poor. Her career began with a single action. She found a woman dying in the streets, 
partly eaten by rats. She took the woman to a nearby hospital, but the medical workers 
did not want to treat her. Mother Teresa kept insisting, and they treated the woman. She 
then decided that she would find a place for the dying and take care of them. 

Like St. Peter, St. Teresa was a person of action. There is an even deeper parallel. St. 
Peter kept at it, in spite of the cold, dark night. Since Mother Teresa's death, people have 
been amazed to learn that she faced a long, cold night. A writer named David Scott put 
it this way: "For nearly fifty years...Mother Teresa's prayer life was one of dark, pitiless 
silence. She lived her entire public life - all that time we saw her smiling and talking 
about joy - panicked that God had rejected her, or worse, that he was out there in the 
dark hiding from her."

 Like St. Peter, St. Teresa of Calcutta put her trust in the 
Lord - and left the results in his hands. The Lord gave Peter 
- and his crew - a great catch of fish and the promise they 
would bring in an even greater harvest of souls. Mother 
Teresa founded the most remarkable religious order of the 
twentieth century - and inspired a deep renewal among 
Christians. We may not do such impressive deeds, but we 
can take a step today. As Peter said, "I am going fishing."

Have a Blessed 3rd Sunday of Easter!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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