
Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Risen Christ,

On this 4th Sunday of Easter the Readings speak about 
Jesus as our leader, our shepherd. I would like to begin with 
this question: What makes a person a great leader? We can 
learn from one of the greatest leaders in history - Alexander 
the Great. He was the guy who, while still in his twenties, con-
quered most of the known world. When his army was crossing 

the Makran Desert on their way to Persia, they ran out of water. Some of Alexan-
der's lieutenants managed to get enough water to fill a small helmet. They brought 
it to the general.

He asked, "Is there enough for both me and my men?"

"Only you, sir," they replied. Alexander then lifted up the helmet as the soldiers 
watched. Instead of drinking, he tipped it and poured the water into the sand. The 
men cheered. They knew their general would not allow them to suffer anything he 
was unwilling to accept.

Jesus is that kind of leader par excellence. Today's reading from Revelation says, 
"The Lamb...will shepherd them." As the Lamb, he gives his life for us. Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, has suffered for us and he continues to suffer with us. He does not 
ask us to take on anything that he himself is not willing to endure.

And what does Jesus ask us to take on? Well, St. John speaks about a "time of 
great distress." None of us knows what the future will bring. But we know it may 
include distress. Although Jesus does not promise us a rose garden, he does assure 
us that he will be with us.

The reading from Revelation speaks about distress in terms of hunger and 
thirst. We have within us a longing - a thirst - that nothing here below can satisfy. 
Our reading today says that the Lamb will shepherd us and will lead us to springs 
of life-giving water. The way we get to that spring is by following Jesus, by becom-
ing part of his flock. What will matter in the long run is whether we belong to the 
flock of Jesus. We can make choices that separate us from Christ, from his flock. 
Jesus, nevertheless, gives wonderful assurance in today's Gospel: I know my sheep 
and they follow me. "No one can take them out of my hand." No power can separate 
us from Christ.

So this Sunday we see that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the Lamb who suffers 
not only for us, but with us. For that reason he can give us a "blessed assurance." 
No one can take us from his hand. And he will lead us to the springs of life-giving 
water.

On this Special Day, Mother’s Day, let me conclude with a prayer for our beau-
tiful Mothers:

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you give 
life and care for your Church. Bless these women, as we celebrate this day in their 
honor.

May they be strengthened as Christian mothers. Let the example of their faith and 
love shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor and appreciate 
them with a spirit of profound respect. May the example of Mary, mother of Jesus, in-
spire them to live their vocation as Christian mothers and call their children to faith.

Guide and protect them in challenging times and help them to continue to trust in 
you all the days of their lives. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Have a Blessed 4th Sunday of Easter!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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