
       Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal
Dear Sisters and Brothers of St. Joseph Parish,

On this 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time the disciples stand in 
awe before the temple in Jerusalem. Jesus, however, shocks them:

"All that you see here -- the days will come when there will not 
be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down."

In four decades - 70 A.D. to be exact - the Romans will suppress the Jewish Revolt 
and, in the process, destroy the Temple.

For the Jewish people the Temple was more than a place of worship. It also provided 
a focus for their nation, and it represented the universe itself. The Holy of Holies signi-
fies heaven. The veil in front of that inner sanctuary had four colors that corresponded 
to the four elements - earth, air, water and fire. The seven branches of the lampstand 
evoked the seven ancient "planets" and the twelve loaves the months of the year. To 
destroy the temple was like bringing down the cosmos itself.

Jesus continued: "There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from 
place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky."

Whatever catastrophe awaits us, Jesus says that before those things happen, perse-
cutions will come:

"Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand 
you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and 
governors because of my name."

They don't get much news coverage, but Christians do face persecution in many 
nations. In our own country we see a growing hatred for followers of Christ.

How do we respond to all this? St. Paul gives sensible advice: "Work quietly." Paul 
didn't just talk the talk; he walked the walk. As he reminds the Thessalonians, "in toil 
and drudgery, night and day we worked..."

Quiet work can involve taking steps to improve the environment - as Pope Francis 
has encouraged. It also includes prayers for those who govern our world. Above all, do 
not fall into discouragement. That seems to be the biggest temptation today, just to give 
up. That would be a fatal mistake. Jesus tells us we have the help of the Holy Spirit in 
our trials. This world is dissolving but a new world is emerging through God's power. 
With all this happening, Jesus tells us to not be afraid (as St. John Paul II reminded us 
in his pontifical inauguration speech in 1978), but rather keep on keeping on:

"You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be 
destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives."

Have a Blessed  33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time!!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Catholic Church


