
       Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

We live in a time when politics has become a toxic, winner-take-all game. It's easy to develop strong 
feelings - even hatred - for an opposing politician. What a given group today feels against certain politicians 
- in Jesus' day everyone felt against the publicans.

No one likes paying taxes, but we have to understand that the publicans were much more than simple 
tax collectors. We can more accurately call them "tax farmers." They had a certain quota to collect and 
everything over that amount, they kept for themselves. The Roman army stood behind them so they could 
force people to sell food reserves, farm animals or even homes in order to pay the taxes. The honest Jewish 
people, as you can imagine, despised the publicans.

In today's Gospel we meet a publican named Zacchaeus - the chief tax collector of Jericho. As Scripture 
scholar William Barclay says, "he was the most hated man in the district." And we might suppose, the most 
miserable man. In spite of his rich meals and fine clothes, he stood furthest removed from God and his fellow 
citizens.

His position in the sycamore tree represents the state of his soul: He had climbed to the top, but was 
there by himself, alone, and in a precarious position. At any moment he could fall, break an arm or worse. 
And the people would delight in his fall. They would laugh at him.

Jesus could have poked fun at him - a short man, perhaps a bit fat, pockets loaded with money - ill-got-
ten money. But Jesus does not ridicule him. Instead, he says, "Zacchaeus, come down."

It's not easy to come down. It requires courage, humility - willingness to take a risk.

Zacchaeus took that risk. He did come down. And coming down, he responds with gratitude - a bold 
gratitude. "Lord, I will give half my possessions to the poor." Then he adds, "If I have extorted anything from 
anyone I will repay it four times over." Ears must have perked up. Half Zacchaeus gives directly to the poor; 
the other half he reserves to make whatever restitution he can.

What does Zacchaeus receive in return? The answer is: Everything. Jesus. "Come down quickly," Jesus 
says, "for today I must stay at your house."

You know, when I meditate on today’s Gospel I realize that at the end of the day, prayer is not us seeking 
God, but God seeking us. "Salvation has come to this house," Jesus says, "For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save what was lost."

 On this 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time we are reminded: by emptying ourselves in prayer we receive 
everything. Jesus himself. To us he says these beautiful words: "Today I must stay at your house."

Have a beautiful 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish


