
       Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 The renowned theologian, Cardinal Avery Dulles, tells about 
seeing a church banner that caught his attention. The banner pro-

claimed: “God is other people!” Cardinal Dulles said he wanted to add a comma: “God 
is other, people!”

 As you can see, the comma makes a big difference. Without the comma, the ban-
ner is saying that we are God and God is us. Or that God is everything and everything 
is God. With the comma, however, it means: People, listen - God is other.

 That's what our first reading says, "Be holy, for I, the Lord your God am holy." The 
word "holy" has the sense of being separate or other. Think of the distance between a 
human being and an earthworm. Well, the distance between us and God is greater. 
God is other.

 God of course is not totally other. According to the Bible, when God created the 
world, he imprinted his image on us humans. Unfortunately, as our long sad history 
shows, that image has become corrupted. Instead of using our intelligence and will to 
turn to God, we turn away from him. Instead of loving our neighbor, we do harm to 
each other. As we saw last week, we easily fall into lust, anger and falsehoods. Those 
things are not from God. We need to admit our failures, ask God's help and turn back 
to him.

 This Wednesday on February 22, we receive ashes with these words: "Repent and 
believe in the Gospel." We can receive ashes at Mass that day at the following times: 
8.30am (with school students), 11am and 7pm.

 You can receive ashes and "wear" them to school or work - a great way to witness to 
our need for God, his forgiveness, healing and strength.

 In the Gospel for Ash Wednesday, Jesus invites us to the penitential practices: 
fasting, praying and almsgiving. For Ash Wednesday & Good Friday: one main meal, 
two smaller meals, no snacks, no meat. Fridays of Lent: abstinence from meat(chicken, 
beef, pork, etc.) ...  Fish is OK.

 During Lent we will talk about the penitential practice of prayer. Today I want to 
mention something about almsgiving - or generosity. Many of you showed generosity 
by supporting our Roof Project and the 2023 CFA. Thank you!!

 As we look forward to Lent, this is the bottom line: "Be holy, for I, the Lord your 
God am holy." Or as Jesus says, "So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Have a Blessed 2023 Lenten Season!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza, 
Pastor — St. Joseph Catholic Church


