
Dear Sisters and Brothers of St. Joseph Parish,

The Third Sunday of Ordinary Time has been designated as the 
"Sunday of the Word of God." (The Sunday usually falls between 
January 21-27.) As Jesus passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; 
they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, "Come after me, and 
I will make you fishers of men." Then they abandoned their 

nets and followed him (Mark 1:16-19). In today’s Gospel Jesus came to announce 
to all men the good news of God's eternal plan for them. He spent his public life 
convincing the Jews of Palestine of the truth of this message, and he died on the 
cross because he claimed to be God's divine Son, who had come in human na-
ture to raise all men to the standing and status of adopted sons of God. That very 
death, cruel and unjust though it was, was part of the divine plan. He conquered 
death and was raised from the grave to prove that we too, if we accept his divine 
gospel and live by it, will be raised from the dead and reign with Christ in the 
kingdom of his Father forever. Christ preached this doctrine in Palestine. It is the 
doctrine for which he gave his human life and which he gave to his Apostles to 
hand down to all future generations.

We cannot hope to fathom the mind of God, nor do we need to. He has gone 
to such a length as the humiliation of his divine Son in the incarnation in order 
to give us a new standing in relation to himself and a new mode of eternal living 
after death. We are still God's creatures, "the work of his hands," but through 
accepting Christ and his gospel—his message of divine truth—we are no longer 
mere mortals. We shall die, but death is the beginning of the true life which God 
has arranged for us. It is no wonder that St. Paul could cry out: "O death where is 
your victory, O death, where is your sting?"

We Catholics should be the happiest people on earth. We know why we are 
here, we know where we are going and we know how to get there. There are 
trials and troubles which beset us on our journey; there are rough parts of the 
road and weaknesses in our human nature which often lead us off the right road, 
but we are not left to our own human resources. We have help from above to 
strengthen and comfort us on our journey. We have divine aids in the Church 
which Christ set us and we have the guarantee of our Good Shepherd that he 
will keep us in his fold or bring us back should we foolishly wander from it.

We Catholics can indeed be the happiest people on earth, if we live accord-
ing to the divine good news revealed to us through Christ. "Repent and believe in 
the gospel," Christ told the people of Galilee. The same call goes out from our lov-
ing Savior to each of us today: repent—change your outlook on life— and see 
it as God sees it to be for us, a short journey toward heaven. If we really believe 
in the gospel of Christ, the revelation of God's plan for our eternal happiness, 
our earthly troubles will look small, our trials and temptations will appear to us 
as they really are—a means of earning the eternal victory. Christ, the innocent 
victim for our salvation, has gone before us, carrying his heavy cross; can we 
refuse to carry the relatively lighter cross which he places on our shoulders as 
our means of making atonement for our own failings and for those of our fel-
lowmen? God forbid that we should! If we have failed in the past, let us repent 
today and show our belief in the truth of the Christian gospel, by living as true 
Christians who are on their way to heaven.

Have a Blessed Week!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza, 
Pastor — St. Joseph Catholic Church
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