
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we gather on the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, in today's Gos-
pel we see that after judgment Jesus will gather his elect. If we be-
gin with that end in mind, then we want to know how we become 

part of the elect? That's the big question. In some ways, the only question. Let me 
start with an image of the sunflower. In one of the banners, I have seen sunflowers 
surrounded by the message, "Turn to God." As the sunflower draws life from the soil, 
so we owe all to God. The sunflower then turns to the source of life and warmth. Just 
so, we want to live as children of the light. Turn to God and renounce those things 
people do under the cover of darkness.

We all bear a burden of shame. Don't run from it; take it to Jesus. Turn to him. 
As we hear in the second reading, he has offered one sacrifice for sin. In Jesus we 
can make a new beginning. We'll hear more about that new beginning next Sunday 
when we celebrate Christ the King.

We are in a spiritual battle. Jesus warns about coming tribulations. I would be 
not telling the whole truth if I told you everything will be smooth sailing. We need 
to prepare for spiritual combat. We can't do it alone. Call on St. Michael for defense 
against Satan. Some parishes in our Diocese conclude Mass with the St. Michael 
prayer. You know it, "St. Michael, defend us in the battle..."

My friends, let’s remember Jesus has won salvation for us by the cross. For that 
reason, the most basic step is thanksgiving. Gratitude is salvation. At our Thanks-
giving Mass on November 25 at 9am we will hear about a leper who returns to thank 
Jesus. "Your faith has saved you," Jesus tells him.

So, begin with the end in mind. Imagine yourself - amazingly, inexplicably - 
gathered to Jesus. It's pure mercy. You know it. With that end in mind, we can make 
a new beginning. We can let go of anger because we know justice belongs to God. We 
can let go of fear because we know Jesus has won salvation. We can face tribulation 
because we hear St. Michael say, Who is like God? Jesus one day will gather his elect. 
Turn to God.

Have a Blessed week!
Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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So, begin with the end in mind. 
Imagine yourself - 

amazingly, inexplicably - 
gathered to Jesus...


