
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

Today is the First Sunday of Advent 2021 and our theme is pa-
tient waiting. You see the idea of patient waiting in each of the 
Scripture readings, but I was particularly struck by the words the 
psalmist addresses to the Lord, "For you I wait all the day long." 
The image you get is a man standing in the temple - not too far 
away from the Tabernacle, the Holy of Holies - waiting for the Lord 
to speak to him or to inspire him. He will wait all day if necessary 

and, if nothing happens, he will still consider it time well spent.

That kind of patience is not easy, but it is essential to our relationship with the Lord 
- and, for that matter, with each other. Patient waiting is sometimes the greatest service 
a person can perform. Soldiers know that. One of the slogans in the military is "hurry up 
and wait." A soldier has to be vigilant. It might involve some boredom, but is necessary 
to defend one's country.

I had the opportunity to talk with a doctor who worked in the emergency room of a 
hospital. I asked her if her work was as exciting as the ER television program. She said that 
it was at times, but then added "we also have to do a lot of waiting, just standing by." I 
don't know about you, but I am glad that she and other people are willing to stand by. I 
am grateful for their patience.

The Lord tells us today that we must stand by and patiently wait for him. He warns 
against the impatience which would lead us to escapist behavior - like over drinking. He 
also warns against getting so caught up in the immediate concerns of this life that we fall 
into anxiety, which is a kind of free-floating fear. The key to avoiding both anxiety and 
escapism is vigilance, also known as patience.

An early Christian writer named Tertullian considered that patience was the most ba-
sic Christian virtue. He wrote a beautiful essay which begins by focusing on the patience 
of God and of Jesus. Then he describes how our first parents fell away from God because 
of their impatience. After analyzing the damage caused by impatience, Tertullian uses 
examples of biblical saints to inspire his readers to practice the virtue. It is a powerful 
essay, well worth reading, but it contains a sad irony. Tertullian wrote wonderfully about 
patience, but he himself had a terrible time practicing it. Toward the end of his life, he 
grew impatient with the human weakness of the Church and he joined a charismatic 
sect which taught that the Second Coming was right around the corner. Tertullian's own 
impatience undid him.

Probably many of us (including myself) need to ask for patience in our everyday lives. 
Patience, in many ways, is the most fundamental Christian virtue. Without patience we 
cannot properly love other people. Love requires that we listen patiently to that other 
person - and balance our own desires against the good of the other.

Consequently, today we begin the season of Advent, a time which emphasizes patient 
waiting. It enables us to overcome escapist, obsessive behavior. Patience also means liv-
ing in the present. By patience we can break free from weariness and paralysis. Now is the 
time to ask the Lord for the virtue of patience. Such patience is essential to our relation-
ship to the Lord and to one another. So: "Be vigilant...and pray."

PS. I would like to thank you so much for your contributions toward 2021 Catholic 
Faith Appeal. At the same time I would like to ask you to help me out to reach the goal 
of the CFA for our parish -  $171,000. For details please look into the bulletin and see how 
much more donations we need at this moment. The CFA helps people in all 10 counties 
of the Diocese of Venice, those who are poor, in need, supports seminarians in their study 
for the Priesthood, Catholic education and many many more. Thank you for considering 
to support me in this matter. May God bless you always!

Have a Blessed First  Sunday of Advent 2021!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish
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