
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Will we spend eternity praising God or separated from him? The rich young 
man in today's Gospel asked Jesus the right question, "Good Teacher, what must I 
do to have everlasting life?"

Many think Jesus responded, "Sell all you have and give it to the poor." Take a closer look. What Jesus first 
told him was, "You know the commandments." (Mk 10:19) Then he got real specific: "You shall not kill, you 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not lie, you shall not steal. Honor your father and mother."

The rich young man protested that he had kept the commandments, ever since he was a child. Jesus 
looked at him with love, but it was the kind of love today's second reading describes, "The Word of God is a 
two-edged sword. It reveals the deepest secrets of our heart." Jesus told him that what he needed to do was 
sell everything, give it to the poor, then come and follow.

The fact is, brothers and sisters, that in relation to the poor of this world, we are wealthy. If we can afford 
three good meals a day, a car and a warm home, we are affluent. Like the rich young man, we are called to 
give to the poor. This is not some new concept. We have already talked a lot about Stewardship or Sacrificial 
Giving. When all is said and done, it is really nothing so spectacular. It is simply living the implications of the 
commandments.

But unfortunately like the rich young man, we want to have our cake and eat it too. That is impossible. "He 
went away sad." Those are among the most tragic words in the Gospel. He could have been a great apostle, 
but he clung to his riches. In a real sense he was not willing to keep the commandments. He wanted to pick 
and choose.

The commandments--in their fullness--have become radical, counter-cultural. They go against the trends 
of our popular culture. Our culture tends to say that what is important is "being true to yourself." Or "doing 
your own thing." This is nothing new. In the 19th century the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche wrote a 
book called Beyond Good and Evil. He said we must be bold in questioning the old morality even if it shocks 
"conventional" folk. But what he really did was to pick out one aspect of the moral law ("thou shall not lie") 
and employ it to try to negate all the rest.

A lot is at stake here. We are not just teaching a way of life. We are offering Life itself. If we want that Life, 
which is Jesus, we must first recognize our need for Him. Jesus is the divine physician of our souls and he has 
told us, "The healthy don't need a doctor; sick people do." If like the Pharisees we think, "I'm just fine. Nothing 
is -wrong with me," we have no need for Jesus. But a person can have an aggressive malignant tumor inside 
himself and not sense that anything is wrong. The only way we can know we are sick is if we examine our 
conscience according to the moral law, the ten commandments. The very first step on that road to Jesus is ac-
knowledging the moral law he has placed in our hearts--and which we find spelled out in the Commandments.

As in today's reading from Wisdom we need to pray for guidance and prudence, especially when we are 
advising someone else. But the basic law that guides us is not so far away from us that we need to travel up 
into the heavens to bring it down. No, it is very near to us, already in our hearts. We only have to start obeying 
it. As Jesus said, "Do these things and you will have everlasting life."

Have a Blessed Week!

Rev. Rafal Ligenza 
Pastor — St. Joseph Parish

  Sunday Reflection With Fr. Rafal 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO 
INVEST IN ETERNITY!


