
In the first reading, Solomon succeeded his father David as King of Israel.   

He realized the awesome responsibility that lay on his shoulders so he turned to God for help.  

What did he ask for?  

Power?             Riches?                  Success in battle?     No.   

He asked God for an understanding heart…a heart that listens… a heart that judges wisely.   

And God was pleased to give him that gift, along with many others. 
 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we were blessed with that gift?     An understanding heart .   

 To feel compassion for others….. 

  to put ourselves in their place…… 

   to see another’s point of view. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our leaders, were blessed with that gift?   

A listening heart, a compassionate heart for those they serve…..  

 a heart that is wise and sees the big picture.  
   
Two important examples in the last weeks. 

1.  Senator John McCain addressed congress with a plea that they work together as they 

address health care for all.  He recalled times when Democrats and Republicans put 

aside their differences and thought only of the good of the country.  He pleaded that 

that would happen again.  Nothing gets accomplished when we refuse to listen, to 

understand the other person, and refuse to compromise. Everyone suffers. I think he 

was asking for an understanding heart. 
 

2. Archbishop Hebda met with the Lutheran Bishops of the St. Paul Synod and the 

Minneapolis  Synod and  with the CEO’s of Lutheran Social Services and Catholic 

Charities. They are looking at a common need, going beyond their own faith traditions.  

Their statement said,” we stand together saying that all people, especially the poor, the 

elderly and the chronically ill have health care. We oppose any proposal that leaves 

Americans uninsured.”  I think they were showing an understanding heart.  
 

Like Solomon, who valued wisdom and understanding,  

      the Gospel parables give us examples of other kinds of values and who searches for them.  

 

1.  A man goes searching for an expensive pearl.  He does not rest until he finds it. The 

story says,  once he finds it, he sells all he has to buy that pearl.   He is willing to give up 

everything for it.  

 



2. Second story:  A man happens to discover a hidden treasure.  He wasn’t even looking for 

it.  It came as a surprise. But he realizes what he has and he gives up everything and 

buys the whole field, just to get the treasure that is in it.  
 

3. Third story:  A man goes fishing.  He is different from the other two.  He isn’t searching 

for anything in particular. He just hopes at the end of the day, he will have some good 

fish in his net.  For him, he has to wait and see.  He will drag in the net and then sort out 

what he has caught.   

What is valuable to us? Everyone is different.   

Our world values money.  It says you are not successful if you are not rich.  

 Money is our treasure. And some people would do anything to become wealthy. 
 

Our world values power.  

  It says you have to be somebody, be powerful, be on top, be first.  

   Power and fame is all important.    

   And we see how many people give up everything for it. 
  

What do we treasure?   

I would hope that would treasure our family,…….. our children ……..our parents.  

  And we are willing to give up everything for them.  
 

I hope we treasure friendships….. honesty…. Love…..service 

  And we are willing to give our time for these. 
 

As I look at my life, I ask……what do I value?    And what am I willing to give for it?  

The Gospel parables teach us to search for what is of value,  what is really important.  

 to SEEK  after that,  and when found, 

   be willing to SACRIFICE  for it and then 

   SORT OUT what is not good, letting go and discarding the non-essentials. 

The main message today is that Jesus wants us to seek after and find what is truly important.  

…..To seek for God in our life.    

Once we have God, everything else falls into place.  

There is proper order in our life and we know we have found our greatest treasure.  
  

Seek,                   Sacrifice,               and Sort out.                Words to remember!   


