
20th Sunday A

“It’s not right to give children’s food to the dogs” …Jesus says in the 
Gospel today.

Story: In India, we have dogs... and cats…BUT.  They stay outside…        
I was shocked when I came here to see that you let dogs come into the 
house…. You even let them get on the furniture…. And I’ve heard some of you
even SLEEP with them.  

So what does Jesus do in today’s Gospel??
He goes to a pagan territory, the land of the Canaanites.

Canaanites were corrupt, a despised enemy and a threat to Israel’s 
religion.  There was a long history of conflict between them. 

A woman approaches Jesus, calling him Lord, and Son of David. She is 
desperate that he cure her daughter.
She begs again so much so that the disciples tell him to get rid of her. 

Jesus reminds her that his mission is only to Israel and that her people
are outside of his concern.

She begs again.

This time he contrasts the Jews as the children and the Gentiles as 
dogs.  The children get fed first. 

The woman is content with knowing that she is not privileged but could 
pick up some of the crumbs. She wants some of God’s mercy.  She will 
take what the Jews don’t want. 

Jesus sees a mother’s love that blinds her from shame, that crosses 
any barrier to save her child. He sees her faith.



After the earthquake in Japan, rescuers found the body of a woman 
kneeling over her 3 month old baby. She had made the greatest 
sacrifice in saving her son. In the blanket was a text message: “If you 
survive, you must remember that I love you.”

The woman will do whatever it takes to get help for her daughter. The 
Canaanite woman does the same and says;” remember that I love you.” 

Let’s not let a day go by without saying “I love you to your loved ones.” 

Jesus does not see this woman as an enemy. He sees her compassion 
and love, a loving mother, a woman of great faith and courage. 

The woman wants what we all want, not to be labeled or judged, but 
acknowledged as good, respected and welcomed as a sister or brother. 

Most of us would consider ourselves as fair minded, unbiased, not 
racists or bigoted.

But if we were honest, sometimes we treat people as inferior because 
they don’t measure up to our standards.

It’s easy to say like the disciples, “Send them away.” But Jesus did not.

Though he is in a foreign territory there is no place, no person, that is 
beyond God’s mercy.

The woman looked at Jesus and saw beyond his words to his heart that 
is pure love. She knew that love would not refuse her request.

 What changed Jesus’ mind? Not her persistence.  It was her love for 
her daughter ….her great faith in him. 


