
Last week, Peter  stepped forward and said 
‘I believe in you,  You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

He was to be the Rock of the church.  He had a future with Jesus. 
But now he hears that Jesus will suffer and die.  
Peter can’t listen to this.  He doesn’t want to hear it. 

“Nothing like that is going to happen  to you.”’ 

Peter the ROCK,   now becomes a STUMBLING BLOCK  in Jesus path.

Jesus tells him “Get behind me, Satan”  
What he is saying is: 

 “Don’t get in my way. 
Don’t stop me from following the will of my Father. 
Don’t discourage me……   Step aside and get behind me…. 

Then Jesus speaks to those who want to be his followers. 
“Deny yourself,          Take up your cross                      and follow me”

1.   What is it to DENY ONESELF?   It means to DIE to the way I would like it to be.

Peter had to die to the hope that Jesus would be a strong leader.

He had to die to the dreams they had of overthrowing the Roman occupation.

He had to die to the Messiah they thought Jesus would be. 

We know what it is to DENY ourselves. …. To die to the way we would like it to be.  

●   Parents know.  They give up going on a vacation because a child gets sick.

They sacrifice what they want and give to their children.

They go to ball games, and school plays and dance recitals and swim meets when they 

would rather stay home.

● Children deny themselves to care for an elderly parent or sick relatives.

They give up their time……they give their finances…….they give their love



●  We deny ourselves when we use self-control. 

We deny ourselves when we love another more. 

…when we tame our passions, our desires, our wants.

2.  What is it to TAKE UP OUR CROSS?   It means to TAKE UP OUR LIFE…. to accept our life 

AS IT IS !

The people of Houston didn’t count on the hurricane and rain and flooding of last week. 

Now,  that is their cross to carry.  

But they are not bearing it alone. 

Look at all the people who have come to their aid and are helping to carry their cross.

We are not alone as we carry our cross.  

Often we are surprised by the people who come to our aid when we are suffering or in 

need. 

I hear so often from you about the kindness of St. Thomas Parish when you were 

suffering.  That is what we do.  We help others with a cross to bear.  

3. Jesus refused all titles of glory:

He never told his disciples to  “Worship Me!     Adore Me!     Praise Me? 

He asks only one thing…  “FOLLLOW ME”  

Follow him in refusing the temptations of the world, of wealth, and power.

Follow him in dying to our own desires and wants

Follow him in loving others and putting them first

Follow him                 until we come home to the arms of God.

Song:  I have decided to follow Jesus,  I have decided to follow Jesus,
I have decided to follow Jesus, No turning back ,  no turning back. 


