
Homily for 23rd Sunday A           Sept 9-10 

The first reading speaks about a watchman, 
one who warns the people of coming threats and disasters.  The people entrusted their security 
to the watchman. 
Ezekiel the prophet, was appointed by God to be the watchman.  

As such, he felt responsible , 

Not only warning the people of the coming fall of their kingdom to Babylon, 
But warning them of their unfaithfulness to God and what would be the consequences. 

It was his responsibility to speak truth to the people. 
It was their responsibility to heed his warning. 
But it is hard to be the only voice.  

Paul in writes in the second reading that we have a debt to pay..
He says,  “Owe nothing to anyone EXCEPT to love one another.  

We’ve heard it said, “Charity begins at home.”  
And again, “Take care of yourself. No one else will.”

“Watch out for Number One.” 

But Jesus tells us to watch out for each other, Take care of each other.
See one another with new eyes,  Listen to one another with new ears.  

But how far does love go?  

In the Gospel it goes so far as to RISK EVERYTHING,
DARE TO BE a brother or sister in mutual care and love.

Reach out to someone who has strayed and bring them back.
Reach out to someone who has hurt you or someone else. 

It is a RISK,  relationships can be ended,  resentments  can be hardened.
But the life of the community,  or the relationship is at stake. 

How do you restore a broken relationship?
How do you speak truth to someone who is hurting themselves or others?
How do you bring someone back?
How do you address someone who has hurt you?  
There is only one way,  Love them enough to care,  
Speak the truth in love. 

It is our tendency to complain to others without going to the person first.
We spread the story, we gossip. 



We complain on how we have been misjudged, or how we have been hurt. 

Jesus says go to the person first.  

Today we learn from Jesus about mending relationships… 

1st.  When we are about to speak to someone in truth and in love, we must first pray about it.
Pray that you will have the right words and the loving heart to meet this person.

2nd. Remember forgiveness is a decision.  It happens with God’s grace.  We can’t always forgive 
another on our own. We need God’s help.
We are about to remember the tragedy of 9 / 11.  How hard it is to forgive for those 
who lost loved ones that day.  Some are able to forgive, some may never forgive.

Corrie Ten Boom was arrested and sent to a Nazi concentration camp. She later wrote in a book 
of the cruelty of the guards and the smoke coming from the chimneys of the crematoriums. 
How could she ever forgive.  Years later she was giving a talk.  She looked up and  recognized 
one of the guards coming towards her.  He had his hand outstretched  and said, “I know God has
forgiven me but I would like to hear from you Fraulein, will you forgive me?”  

She was tempted to turn away, but knew what she must do.  She offered her hand. 
 
3rd.  Reconciliation may or may not happen.  It is for us to reach out, to forgive,  to speak truth. 
Reconciliation will be the gift.  

There is a story about the chief of a tribe, who was proud of his all his battles and wars.
He demanded that his son prove that he would be worthy to become the leader of the tribe.
So the son was challenged to bring proof that he had killed 3 enemies.

Several days later, the son re turned, with three smiling members of a rival tribe.
“You were ordered to KILL three enemies!”, the chief shouted.

“I did,” the son replied.  “I made them our friends”


