
There seems to be a common thread in all three readings of this 5th Sunday of Easter. 

 And that is “What is the Church?”   
 

1. We read from The Acts of the Apostles about the spread of Christianity to the Gentile 

world after Pentecost.  

As numbers of converts grew, so did the tension between the Greeks and the Jews.   

In first century Palestine, there were the Hellenists, Greek converts to the faith.   

And there were the Jewish converts, who spoke Hebrew.   

The Hellenists complained that their poor ones were being neglected,  

while the Jewish Christians seemed to be favored.  
 

The community had grown so large that the leadership could not respond to the needs.   

The church had to adjust to these new people.  So they went to the community for a solution.  

The Apostles invited the Hellenists to appoint 7 men who would attend to the needs of the 

Greek-speaking people.   

They laid hands on them and appointed them for this task.  This was the beginning of the 

ministry of the deacon.  

  We learn from this reading that the church welcomed the newcomers.  

 The leadership listened to the community for a solution to the problem. 

 The church adapted so the ministry can go on.  

2. The second reading also speaks of the church, not as a building but as a community, a 

place where God dwells.  

 It is made up of living stones with Christ as the cornerstone, holding it all together.  
 

Several years ago, Hurricane Katrina wiped out lives and property on the Gulf Coast.  

 900 churches, synagogues and mosques  were also destroyed.  All that remained for 

some was a slab of concrete.  Someone put a sign on one of them that said, “ St. Clare 

Catholic Church meets here.”   The Second Vatican Council restored the church to its 

identity, “ the People of God.”   

 

Whether we meet in an open field or a cathedral, in the midst of war-torn Middle East 

or here at St. Thomas, wherever God’s people gather, we are the church.  

 -black, brown, olive or white;  male or female; young or old; living in freedom or 

under oppression,…. We are the church, called to live together in solidarity.  

We are all different stones… 



 An average stone fits nicely into the life of the community. 

 The pointed stone fills in the gaps. 

 Some stones build a foundation. 

 No stone is perfect but each has a unique task 

 All the living stones build a spiritual house for God.   

 All are a necessary part of the mission. 
 

3.  The Gospel brings us back to the table of the Last Supper.  

Jesus is summarizing what he has taught about himself, his Father and the life he offers. 

This is the longest speech that Jesus gives. It is his last will and testament. 
 

He tells the disciples not to be troubled but have faith in him.   

Being troubled and fearful feels like you are being overpowered.  

Trust is confidence that God is with you even if you cannot imagine a good outcome.  
 

Then he tells them that they have seen the Father because they have seen him. 

He is the icon, the image of the invisible God. 
 

And then he tells them that they will do greater works than he did 

 How could we do greater works than the Son of God? 
 

Jesus healed many:  

 But how many have been healed by our Catholic hospitals all over the world? 

Jesus preached to hundreds:    

 Through today’s media we are able to preach to thousands 

Jesus prayed through the night:  

  How many monks, friars and contemplatives all over the world are praying day 

 and night 

Jesus walked a few hundred miles:  

  Missionaries have traveled the world over. 

 

This is the church of Jesus Christ.   

We are challenged to have an open door, an open heart and an open mind.   

We are ONE WITH Jesus Christ who showed us THE WAY to do what we are called to do. 

The TRUTH by which we are to live   

and THE LIFE we are privileged to share, not only here but in eternity.   

 


