
Today we celebrate the feast of Christ the King.  
This is ironic because Jesus never acted like a king. 

He embraced poverty,     not wealth.
He taught humility,    not arrogance.

He emphasized service, not domination.
He chose a cross, not a palace.  

This is the last Sunday of our church year as we come to the end of the Gospel of 
Matthew.

For the last 3 Sundays, our readings have been about being prepared for the 
coming of the Lord at the end.  We have been hearing the final words of Jesus 
before his Passion…what he wants us to remember.

He wants us to be PRUDENT….. 
Like the wise virgins who had enough oil in their lamps 
to go out to meet the Bridegroom.

He wants us to KNOW OUR TALENTS and to USE them
Like the servants who invested and multiplied their gifts

And today he wants us to CARE FOR THOSE IN NEED

At the end of our life, how will we be judged?
Notice that Jesus says nothing about what doctrines we believe.
He is not interested in how successful we have become or how wealthy.
He keeps it simple so none of us can claim we don’t understand what he is saying.  
He simply talks about food, clothes, water, shelter… the very basics of life.

He reveals a great secret, a secret about the only thing that really matters in 
God’s mind 

Feeding people who are hungry
Quenching their thirst,
Clothing their nakedness
Visiting them in prison.

In his last words to us in the Gospel of Matthew, 
Jesus is telling us in advance, that when we each stand before our God
at the end, we will be surprised.

Where did we see Jesus?



Our king was hiding in the least of our brothers and sisters. 

But did we see you hungry, Jesus?
Did we see you homeless?
Did we see you in prison?
Did we welcome you?
Did we see you sick? 

Our king was hiding in the least of our brothers and sisters.

The great secret is that Jesus IS the hungry one.
Jesus IS the naked one.

 Jesus IS the immigrant who is homeless;
The refugee who is abandoned
The prisoner who is tortured
The drug addict who is enslaved.

Jesus, our King, who left his throne and came among us and identified with 
“the least of these.” 
It is in these, we will find him

The kingdom of God is NOW.
How we choose to live now foretells our future …

that one day we will hear,
“Come you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you.”  


