
HOMILY SERIES VI   Concluding Rite

Rose:  Well, Fr. Tony, we have come to the last part of the Mass.  Just as we had a 
special gathering time, we need a sense of closure as well.  It is very brief……
A few announcements for the community to be about its business.
A final blessing… from the time in the early church when the Bishop was the 

        celebrant and before he left for another church, he would 
        bless the people.   

And a dismissal.
But this is not saying …..”Now we are finished….we’ve done our duty….now we 
can get on with our lives”.  
Tell us about the ending rite.   

Tony:  This is perhaps the most important part of our Mass.   
In fact the early name “Mass” came from this part.  
When the Mass was in Latin, the priest said, “Ite Missa Est.”  
Which meant, “Go, you are dismissed,    you are sent,      you are missioned.”  

 
Our “Thanks be to God” is a prayer of Gratitude for all we have received.   
It is not the end of Mass, 
but the beginning of living Christ’s presence in the community.  
It is in this sense we are reminded to “go in peace glorifying the Lord by our 
life. “ 

Rose:  So the Mass is about being sent out on mission.  
It’s not all about what happens inside these walls and then we forget about 
it until next week.  
No, it’s about taking what we heard, what we received, 
and who we have become…..outside these walls to our world.  
We notice that the floor inside the church is the same as the plaza……
and like the windows, we let in the outside and we carry ourselves… 
as the Body of Christ…out to the world to serve as Jesus did. 

In a way, we are like Isaiah of the first reading and John in our Gospel. 
We become messengers too of God’s love to the world. 

Benedictine Fr. Godfrey Millen, offers the following reflections: 



Tony: GO!      It’s a command, really.  
There is nothing unclear.
 We have offered our prayer; we’ve been made into who we are. 
And maybe there is a temptation to just be content with our communion with
God and one another.
 
But we hear the word, “GO!” Go out to love and serve the Lord.

Rose:  God said, to Adam and Eve, “GO, make your way in the world”, 
to Abraham, “GO, to a land I will show you”,  
to Moses, “GO, lead my people out of Egypt”, 
to Jonah,  “GO, preach repentance to Nineveh” 
to the disciples, “GO, make disciple of all nations.” 
And we too are sent.  

We’ve been gathered; we’ve heard God’s word and given thanks,
We’ve been made one by one bread and one body, 
We’ve known we are God’s beloved. 
 Now we hear, “Go, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” 

Tony:  Our having been gathered will have made a difference.
Our having heard God’s word proclaimed and explained will have changed our 
hearts.
Our having shared a sign of peace will have healed divisions.
Our having received the Body and Blood of Christ will have nourished us for 
whatever we face.
Now there is nothing left but to go in that peace we hope to offer the world.

Rose:  We leave this building of faith to go out into the world that desperately 
needs our words of hope and peace.  
We go with faith. We go with joy, knowing we are loved by God. 
We go to share that love with a world waiting to be loved.  
We go to make the world a place of unity and reconciliation. 
We go being Christ for one another.  
We go in peace.  


