
HOMILY SERIES I   Gathering Rite 2017

Rose: Well it’s Saturday/Sunday.  We’ve come to Mass.  But why are we here?

Tony: I come because I have to come, I’m the presider!
Rose:  I come because I have to see that all the ministries are present. 

But why else do you come, Fr. Tony
Tony: I am looking for a word of comfort or peace.
Rose: I feel that I belong to this community. 

But sometimes I’m not sure why I’ve come.  I’d rather stay home. 

Tony: We’ve all come for different reasons.  But underneath it all, I think we come 
to find God, to come closer to God and receive him in Communion.

Rose:  But you know Fr. Tony, different groups come together at different times, 
for different reasons…sometimes we are a group of individuals that just happen to 
be together.

Tony: For example….a sporting event.  There is no relationship with your neighbor.  
People come to be entertained.  Just being there was all that was required.

Rose:  But other times we come together and do more than just “be there”.  Like a 
group that comes to a party.  Or the group that comes to work.  I have to do more 
than just show up.  In these groups I’m expected to meet others, talk with them, 
or work with them….somehow to enter into the action.  I have to participate.  

Tony: That’s what Sunday Mass is like.  Coming together, reaching out, and entering
into the action, participating in the prayers and songs.  We don’t come only as 
individuals.  Why”  Because we come as the Body of Christ to praise God….to thank 
God….to receive God…. to pray for each other.  We are the Body of Christ.  

Rose:  If I board a bus, I don’t have to pay attention to anyone else.  I will get to 
my destination.  But our coming here is different, more like a boat that’s rowed by 
everyone on board. It only goes when the people move together.  

So let’s take a look at the Mass and get to know it better.  Fr. Tony is going 
to the doors of the church where we begin.  Holy water is at the door, reminding us
of our entrance into the church at baptism.  Now we welcome one another so all can
feel at home.  Hospitality was big for Jesus.  He welcomed everyone.                    
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No one should enter our celebration unnoticed, unwelcome or unwanted.  If we are 
to be Christ for one another as our mission statement says, we include everyone.  
Getting ourselves together is the most important thing.  If that doesn’t happen, 
other things can’t happen.

 (Turn toward the back)

Tony: (stay in back) The first thing we do is come to the altar.  Centuries ago, there 
were large processions.  Whole congregations followed the celebrant through the 
streets. Often songs accompanied them.  We all can’t walk to the altar, so we chose
people to represent us…. the Altar servers and lectors.  Our part is to join in the 
procession song.  

Rose: That is our first prayer.  You may not like to sing, or think you can’t sing, But 
this is our opening prayer. We all pray or sing it together. Even if you read along 
with the words, you are praying the opening prayer. .  

(Tony starts walking up the aisle)

Rose: So let’s try that. Take a book and find #837 Gather Your People O Lord,  
Look at how that asks God to gather us into the Body of Christ. 

Tony:  The first thing we do is to bow before the altar….and then I go up and kiss 
the altar.

Rose:  Why do you do that?

Tony:  The altar represents Christ so this is a greeting to Christ.  And like Christ 
the altar is where we meet God.  It is our holy table where Christ invites us to 
gather around for his sacred banquet.  In the altar is the relic of a saint, reminding
us we are connected to the communion of saints. 
  Then I go to the chair…….and make the sign of the Cross.

Rose:  This is the oldest gesture of our faith.  The whole liturgy IS the sign of the 
cross.  The liturgy is about the death and resurrection of Christ.  The cross 
proclaims WHO WE ARE……AND WHO’S WE ARE. We do this prayer in the “name 
of God” not in our own name.   No disrespect to you Fr. Tony, but it’s not about you!
This is in contrast to what we see on TV…we don’t say “Here’s Tony!”  It’s not about
us.  It’s all about God.  Fr. Tony, why do you say, “The Lord be with you”? Why not 
say, “Hi, good to see ya!”
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Tony: We acknowledge the presence of Christ among us.  The greatest wish is “May
God be with you and may you be with God.”

Rose:  And we pray “And with your spirit.” Both of these greetings come from the 
bible.  We pray that the Holy Spirit will be with this community.  

Tony: Then we remember who we are before God and humbly ask for mercy from 
God who is always forgiving.  We might say, “I confess to almighty God”  and ask 
that “you my brothers and sisters, pray for me to the Lord our God.”  

Or we might say.  Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy.  This prayer 
acknowledges God who is so ready to forgive, praises God for being so full of 
mercy.

Rose: We don’t say…”Oh God, I’m so bad, have mercy on me.”
We don’t say “For all the times I’ve messed up, have mercy on me.”

No, we praise God for being merciful.
Today we said: “Lord, you show us how to forgive” Have mercy on us, because we 
want to be forgiving like you.  
 
We said: “Lord, you are the compassion of God.  Have mercy on us… because we 
want to be compassionate and are not always. . 
The focus is on God, not on us.

Rose:  Sometimes we say or sing the “Glory to God,” again a song that praises the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This hymn is found as early as 380 in the liturgy.  
What comes next?

Tony: The opening prayer.  I say “Let us pray” and we pause.  This is the time for 
silent prayer, not just to wait for me to get the book opened.    This is the time for
us to bring our needs before God.  For what do I pray?  For whom do I pray?

Rose: Notice how Fr. Tony has his hands.  He is collecting all our prayers and 
holding them up to God.  And he is joining them with those of the whole church all 
over the world.  The opening prayer often set the theme for the Mass. 
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Tony: So the Gathering time is very important.  We sing to show we are not alone.  
We sign ourselves with the cross.  We bring our needs before God and pray 
together.  

Rose:  We are now ready to listen to what God wants to tell us today.  That will be 
our next topic. 
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