
People of God, it is my love for you that brings me here.

At the end of a large funeral, I stuck my head into the kitchen and asked if there was
any chicken that I could eat for lunch.      

One of our lovely volunteers said: 
"I don't know who you are, but, grab a dish there's plenty leftover.”  
Then, I said, “I'm Tom Pinataro, your parish business administrator.”
and she replied: "Oh, I didn't recognize you up close!" :)

I'm not often here on the weekends unless it’s for a special event like the Craft Fair 
or Mardi Gras or Stewardship weekend or some other special occasion like, Fr. 
Tony's anniversary - which, is coming up in about a month...

Anyway, I am here today to invite you to help our parish continue its mission to 
spread the love of Christ and the good news in our community!  

As Fr. Tony mentioned, you may remember getting a letter and a brochure in the 
mail this week.  It explains that over the last 6 yrs, our weekend offertory has gone 
down 21%.

Over this time, the parish has tightened its belt.       
As staff members retired, they have not been replaced.
Now we have a lean staff.  Lean, but not mean - not yet anyway :)
Well, some of us are less lean than others!  But, you get my point.

Some people don’t like to talk about money in church. As your administrator, it is 
my responsibility to talk about money, and to make sure you are aware of what is 
going on.

We are budgeted to have a loss again this year because our expenses are expected 
be $40,000 more than our income. THE GOOD NEWS IS, WE CAN FIX THIS!
That is why we are asking each household to please increase your weekly giving.
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Some people are already doing all that they can - and we are grateful for those who 
are already sacrificing to give. God bless you!

There are some who can increase their weekly gifts.  If you can, please do so.  We 
can only do what we can do… So, if we can do more, then we must do more…

I want to offer a big thank you to those who made special one-time gifts last year 
and to those who made memorial gifts. We are very grateful for help with capital 
improvement projects that are supported in this way.  AND a big thank-you to the 
many volunteers who are the life of our parish…  We would not be the same w/o 
you and your fundraising efforts every year. We are VERY grateful for ALL of this.

And, while being thankful, I still need to talk to you today about our weekly giving.
Your weekend giving is crucial to the life of our beloved parish.  We use your 
weekly gifts to pay for electricity and gas for heating the boiler and keeping the 
cold out of the church, for phone and internet – just like at your home.  I would love
nothing more than to send Xcel Energy a note telling them that we are praying for 
them – but, they still want cash to keep our lights on!

Seriously, we also rely on your weekly giving to pay our priest and staff salaries so 
they can serve our community as we strive forward to share the peace of Christ. Our
attendance and income has been going down gradually, but we are seeing more new
families and more baptisms then we have in years.  Since there are fewer of us in 
here each week, we each need to do our part. 

We have nowhere else to turn but to address this situation by asking for your help. 
THE GOOD NEWS IS, WE CAN DO THIS!

Now that you know the needs are real, I am confident that our people will rise to the
occasion and meet these needs.

What can I tell you that you don’t already know?

God is the eternal source of everything we are and everything that we have.  

We have first received God’s gifts and so we are able to give back with gratitude to 
support our faith community and the gospel.
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Simply put, today we have a chance to make a positive effect on our parish future.

If you are giving twenty dollars a week, please consider increasing to $25.
If you are giving $50/week please consider increasing to $60/wk.
If you are giving $10/week please consider increasing to $12/wk.

We can do this!  I am not worried or concerned. Because we can do this!

When a number of us make these increases – then, we will do it! 
     And we have already received some commitment cards back in the mail 

☺

Nothing you give will go to waste. We are watching ALL expenses closely and 
your hard-earned money is being put to good use. 

THE GOOD NEWS IS:

We are making a difference in the lives of our members each and every day.
We’re serving as the hands & feet of Jesus in our community as we live the gospel.

The money that you give is of critical importance for us to continue our mission.
I pray that you will let the spirit of God motivate your generosity here and now!

This is your parish church, - where you baptize your babies, where your children 
come for faith formation and where you receive the sacraments, from where the 
ministers visit when you are sick and where your funeral may be held someday.  

So, please do what you can to strengthen our beloved church and secure its future.

Thank you! and May God continue to bless you +

Thank you and if you have any questions, I will be in the entryway after mass to 
talk and help answer any questions that you may have.  Thank you.
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