
HOMILY SERIES II         LITURGY OF THE WORD

Rose:  Two weeks ago we spoke about the Gathering Rite of the Mass.  
And I just want to remind us again that it is ALL ABOUT GOD.

God invites us, God wants us here.  God wants to give us himself.
And God want to speak to us….and wants us to listen.  Listening is so 
important. 

Tony:  Say Rose, I just got a new hearing aid, so I’m all set.
Rose:  What kind is it?
Tony:  It’s 5:30…..9:00…..11;00..
Rose: That’s some hearing aid!! 

Rose: Let’s talk about the next part of the Mass….the Liturgy of the Word.  
What did we just do?  We said, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ” 
That was because it was Christ who was speaking to us, not Fr. Tony  
or any other lector.  The Vatican Council stated “It is Christ who 
speaks whenever the scriptures are proclaimed.”  The lector just 
becomes a means of God speaking to us, an instrument through which 
God can speak to us.  That is why they take their work so seriously 
and rehearse carefully. 
Why do we sit for some reading and stand for others?   

Tony:  Sitting is a posture for listening and receiving.  When we visit 
someone, we sit down. We want to be comfortable, to listen to them. 

And we stand to give respect and attention when the Gospel is proclaimed.  
We stand because Christ’s words are very important.  And before we 
proclaim the gospel, we sign ourselves with a cross on our forehead, lips and 
heart, that I may understand, speak and love the word of God. 

Rose:  The first reading is from the Old Testament.  Why do we need to 
hear these OLD STORIES?  



Tony:  This book tells our story. It starts with the stories of how God made 
a people, who chose them to be his own, who was with them in all their 
history and who finally came to live among them.  But it is our story 
too, because God is always calling us, and loving us, and forming us into
his people so that we can show him to the world.   God’s word is 
present WHEN the scriptures are proclaimed.  Where do the stories 
come from?

Rose:  They come from the Bible.  Sometimes Catholics think we do not know
the Bible like our Protestant friends.  But we hear three readings 
from the Bible every Sunday.  And they change every year, on a three 
year cycle.  
This year Matthew’s Gospel,  next year, Mark’s and the following year 
Luke’s Gospel.   Not only that, we have a reading from the Old 
Testament and one from the letters of the Apostles that also change. 
So we cover a lot of the bible over a three year period.  

Rose:  We even sing one of our readings.  It’s called the responsorial Psalm 
because we respond to the choir or cantor. Again, this is all of us 
responding to God’s word so if you don’t sing, please follow along with 
the words.  The psalm usually reflects the meaning of the first 
reading. Today the Lord is preparing a feast and destroying death. So 
we sang “You spread a banquet in the sight of my foes”  and “lead me 
homeward through the dark.”  

Tony: Did you notice how the first reading and the Gospel go together? 
The first reading was about the Lord preparing a feast for all people. 
And the Gospel is about a king who prepares a wedding feast and 
invites everyone. 

Notice too that we read the scriptures from a table.  There are two 
tables in our sanctuary:  The Table of the Eucharist …the altar…where
we are fed with Christ’s body and blood., and the Table of the Word,  
where we are fed with Christ’s words.  Both of them form us into a 
community…into the Body of Christ.  



Rose;  Ever notice how words can form us?   If I grew up hearing, “You are 
shy”  or “You are clumsy.”  I’ll will grow up believing that. Words can 
hurt us 
If I grew up hearing “You are so smart”  or “You are creative”  I will 
grow into that as well.  Words form us.
And the Word of God forms us too. 
God can speak to our disappointments,  our sadness, our joys, our 
struggles. 
God’s word is living and active, happening to us today as we heart it.
We are the prodigal sons and daughters who came home.  We are the 
fishermen in a storm looking for peace.  We are the lost sheep, the 
ones invited to the banquet table. 

  
Tony:  So the Liturgy of the Word has readings from the Old Testament, a 

Psalm, a reading from a letter of the Apostles, and the Gospel.  The 
homily tries to break open that word so we can understand it and see 
how it applies to our life.  Following the homily, we profess our faith 
as Catholic Christians in the words of our creed.  This prayer has been
said since the year 324.  And then, we pray for the needs of the 
church, the world, our leaders and the needs of our own community.

Rose:  To summarize:  St. John’s Gospel begins with “In the beginning was 
the word, and the word was God…and when God spoke all things were 
created.  So the Word of God makes a difference … at creation and 
can make a difference in us .  

Secondly,  the Gospel says,  the Word became flesh and lived among us.  The
Word is the Son of God, Jesus, who spoke God’s love to us. 

Thirdly, the Word wants to be received.  A farmer went out to sow seed.  
Some fell on hard ground, some fell in the bushes and got no light, but
some fell on rich, warm, moist earth that received it and it grew.  We 
are that soil.  We open our hearts to listen and take in the word 
proclaimed so it can make a difference in our lives. 


