
This past week we remembered John F. Kennedy birthday, who would have been 

100 years old this year.  

One of his most famous quotes came from his inaugural address in 1961.   

“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”  
 

Earlier in that speech he alerted us that a change was in the air saying that  

“the torch has been passed to a new generation.”  And he made the bold 

declaration : “Let the word go forth.” 
 

These words could sum up the meaning of this feast of Pentecost.  

Indeed, the fire of God was being passed to future generations.  

The spirit-filled disciples poured out into the streets of Jerusalem with only one 

purpose: to let the Word go forth.” 
 

Pentecost literally means 50.  

For the Jews it celebrated 50 days after Passover. 

For Christians it celebrates 50 days after the Resurrection of Jesus and marks 

the end of the Easter season.  
 

Pentecost was one of the major feasts for the Jews. Every male living within 20 

miles of Jerusalem was legally bound to go Jerusalem and participate in the feast.  

So when we read about this in the Acts of the Apostles, we can imagine the city of 

Jerusalem was crowded with pilgrims.  
 

The Gospel recalls Easter Sunday night when Jesus appeared to the disciples.  

They were gathered together behind locked doors out of fear. Jesus comes to 

them, breathes into them his Holy Spirit and gives them the power to forgive one 

another.  
 

50 days later, as the first reading recalls, they are again gathered together with 

Mary. 

The Wind of God’s spirit and the flame of fire filled them with courage, wisdom, 

knowledge and strength.  

It said “tongues of fire came to rest on them. 



I’d like to think of it as they were given “fiery tongues” to proclaim boldly the 

message of Jesus. And everyone could understand in “their own tongue.”   

The Word of God did go forth, from Jerusalem to Judea, and on to Greece and 

Rome, to Africa and Spain and even eventually to America.  
 

What began with a few frightened people in a darkened room in Jerusalem has 

spilled out and touched every corner of the globe. The Word is preached in every 

language and understood by billions of hearts. 
 

And what is this word?   

What is the message God wants us all to hear?   

The reason why Jesus was born, lived among us, suffered for us, died for us and 

rose to be among us, and now gives us His very own Sprit? 
 

It was to bring home to us one thing. God loves you, just as you are.  

You are special.  You are His beloved.   
 

Once we know that love, we can open the doors that keep us locked inside. 

We will experience that fire of God’s love that cannot be contained. 

Like the apostles, we will want to share it.  
 

This fire of love will burn brightly in our hearts and bring us through anything. 

This fire of love will spread to others. 

 We will see that love in a word of encouragement given 

  -in a phone call or card sent 

  -in cheerful greetings or gifts given, great or small 

  -in the sharing of our time to someone in need 
 

The world longs to know the love of God and we can be bearers of that flame. 

The torch is passed on to us. The Spirit of God is within us. 

 Come Holy Spirit,  fill the hearts of your faithful  

 and kindle in us the fire of your love.  

 Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created 

 And you will renew the face of the earth.   


