
Dear lectors, 

Thank you for your proclamation of the Word and our Masses.  Through you the Kerygma of the 

Good News is heard by our community.   

We recently held lector trainings.  Some of you could not attend so we are emailing you with 

information important to your role as lector. 

Practical matters during Mass: 

 

 The Lector processes in with the Book of the Gospels raised at approximately shoulder 

height before the Presider. If there is a deacon, the deacon carries the Book of the 

Gospel. 

 Once the processional reaches the sanctuary, the lector continues to the altar (do not 

bow) and places the Book of the Gospel on the altar.  The lector returns to the bottom 

of the sanctuary steps and bows profoundly with the rest of the processional.  The 

lector then walks back up the steps and stands at the lector’s chair.   

 After the prayer before the readings, pause after the priest sits down, then approach 

the ambo and introduce the 1st reading.   

 Sit down after the 1st reading and arise after the psalm, but wait until the cantor sits 

down before moving to the ambo again. 

 Read the 2nd reading. Place the lectionary in the shelf in the ambo or on a chair next to 

the lector’s chair. Upon leaving the sanctuary, the lector moves to the bottom of the 

steps and bows in front of the altar, and returns to their pew. 

 If a deacon is present, he will do the Prayer of the Faithful. Otherwise, during the last 

few phrases of the Creed, the lector gets up to approach the front of the altar and 

makes a profound bow, and move to the ambo.   

 The presider will open the prayers of the faithful with an opening prayer.  The lector 

prays the prayers of the faithful and remains there until the presider concludes them 

with prayer.  The lector then returns in front of the altar to bow and return to their pew. 

 After the After Communion prayer, the lector again comes forward, bows to the altar, 

reads the announcements, and then leaves the sanctuary, bowing in front of the altar. 

 

Things to remember: 

 Read through your assigned readings at least a few times, silently and aloud. 

 Use the lectionary guide for helpful information on the background of the readings and 

pronunciations.  If you do not have one, please ask for one! 

 Make sure the lectionary is open to the correct readings on the ambo. 

 Make sure to make occasional eye contact with congregation when proclaiming the 

Word. 


