
May 12, 2020

Dear Parish Family and Friends,

We thank you for your patience, love, prayers, and support during this unprecedented
time of loss and suffering. Know that we are praying for you and that we miss you. The
church office is open daily, and the parish staff are back here working in these beautiful
facilities. However, the emptiness of this building and school over the last two months
has only served as an acute reminder that church is not a set of buildings: it is the people
of God. We miss your faces, your voices, your smiles, and especially miss having you at
the Mass. We have been pleased to livestream our services and other programs, but we
know it has not the same as being together in person. We know that when you cannot be
here physically, we are joined in spirit!

Prince of Peace Catholic Church has reopened for the public celebration of Mass. We
recognize that the coronavirus will be with us for quite some time and to help reduce the
risk of spread at our church services, we are implementing new sanitation protocols, new
procedures, and additional Mass times and locations to allow for greater social distancing.
We have plans in place to have our worship spaces professionally cleaned and sanitized
between services and will be also improving cleaning practices of frequently touched
services. The 8:30 am daily and Sunday Mass will continue to be livestreamed
on Facebook and our website.

Revised Mass Schedule

Saturday - English
3:30 pm – Church. This Mass will be celebrated for vulnerable persons .
This will include the elderly and those with conditions that put them at greater risk.
5:00 pm – Church

Sunday - English                                                
7:00 am – Church                                              
8:30 am – Church and Deasy Hall*                  
11:00 am – Church and Deasy Hall*                
5:00 pm – Church

Sunday - Spanish
7:00 am - Deasy Hall*
1:30 pm - Church
7:00 pm - Church

* The doors by the church nursery may also be used for entrance to Deasy Hall

New Mass Protocols
In the church, only every third pew will be occupied and will be marked
accordingly. Families may sit together but should maintain a 6-feet social distance
from others in the same pew. The first persons to enter a pew should move to the
center to prevent people from having to move across others to take a seat.
Those who are ill, have knowingly been exposed to the virus, or not ready should
not attend Mass.

https://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacehoover/
http://www.popcatholic.org


All attendees are asked to please wear face masks.
Missalettes and hymnals will not be available for the foreseeable future.
For the distribution of communion, the people are to remain in their pews. The
priests and Eucharistic ministers will come to people in the pews, utilizing the
empty pew rows to distribute communion.
It is recommended that communion be received in the hand. Those not receiving
communion may remain seated or place their hands over their chest.

Stewardship
For the offertory collection, we will not pass the baskets. Collection baskets will be
available at the entrance of the church by the baptismal font and you may place your
offering there before or after Mass. You can also mail your contribution to the church
office or utilize one of our online giving platforms. You can sign up for online giving
at Faith Direct church code 611, or through Venmo @POPCatholicHoover.

Formation 
We currently do not have plans to reopen Sunday School or group meetings for in-person
attendance during the summer months, however we will continue our online education
and faith formation efforts. Father Joy has resumed his Bible study class held each Friday
at 9:30 am on Facebook livestream. Dr. Wisely continues to offer programs via recorded
or Zoom presentations, and the religious education staff will still offer online video
messages for our Tiny Disciples, middle school youth, as well as an online Vacation Bible
School.

POP Catholic School
The school is very pleased with the hard work and collaboration of our teachers, students,
and parents for the remote learning over the past couple of months. As we wrap up the
school year, we are planning an eighth grade graduation Mass for our students as we wish
them well in high school next year. The school office remains open all summer and we
continue to accept applications for all grades, especially for our all-day 3 and 4-year-old
preschool. We welcome tours of the school and invite you to call the office to schedule an
appointment. We are also taking applications for faculty positions. For more information,
please call the school office at (205) 824-7886.
 
In Full Communion
Our "In Full Communion" program is designed for baptized Christians who are interested
in joining the Catholic Church. It is also an opportunity for those who are already Catholic
to learn more about the faith. This program will only be offered online for now and will
begin on Sunday, May 31. We will hold six, 90-minute sessions via Zoom, on Sunday
mornings, following the 8:30 am Mass. Anyone who is interested, should email Dr. Dale
Wisely for more information.

We recognize that it will take some time and adjustments as we develop our “new normal”
and we appreciate your continued patience and understanding. We know you may have
several questions and below is a list of frequently asked questions and answers. If you
have other questions, please do not hesitate to call the church office.

Please know that we are praying for you and your family, and let us all continue to pray
for an end to this pandemic and especially for all those who have been affected or have
lost their life to this disease. I look forward to seeing you all again soon and don’t forget
your mask!

Yours in Christ,

Father John Fallon, Pastor

Frequently asked questions for the reopening of
Prince of Peace Catholic Church

May 12, 2020
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·       Will altar servers be used at Mass?  Not for the foreseeable future. Only priests,
deacons and lectors will serve on the altar.

·       Will there be a capacity limit in each service?  Yes, only every third pew will be
used and extra spacing between chairs will be set up for Mass in Deasy Hall.

·       Do I have to wear a face mask at Mass?  All members over the age of two are
asked to please wear a face mask in church, and to remove only for the reception of
communion.

·       Will the children’s nursery reopen on Sundays?  The nursery will remain
closed for the foreseeable future. We will follow state and local guidelines regarding the
possible reopening later.

·       Will others besides priests be distributing communion?  Potentially yes, due
to the size of the congregation, Eucharistic ministers may still be needed for the
distribution of communion.

·       Will the restrooms be open and sanitized?  Yes, we are hiring a professional
company to clean and sanitize the church, Deasy Hall and restrooms between services.

·       Will the pews be sanitized between services?  Yes, we are hiring a professional
company to clean and sanitize the church, Deasy Hall and restrooms between services.

·       How do we distance from other people in the church?  Please keep at least 6
feet from non-family members while entering, exiting, and during the Mass. Please do
not congregate in the gathering space.

·       Is it okay if I chose not to attend mass in person for a while?  Yes. The
Bishop’s dispensation of the obligation to attend Mass is still in effect.

·       Will we pass the collection baskets? No, collection baskets will be placed at the
entrance to church or you can donate online at FaithDirect.net (church code 611) or
through Venmo @POPCatholicHoover.

·       Will there be full choirs?  No, for the foreseeable future no more that 3
musicians/singers will be used for each Mass.

·       Will the priests and Eucharistic ministers be required to sanitize before
communion? Yes, each person distributing communion will be required to wash their
hands before Mass, use sanitizer immediately prior to distribution and wear a face
mask.

·       Will confessions resume? Please contact the church office to arrange a
confession.

·       Will we have coffee socials in Deasy Hall?  Not at the present time. Our coffee
socials are temporarily suspended.
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