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Let us Pray
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in us the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.

And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,

by the light of the Holy Spirit

you have taught the hearts of your faithful.

In the same Spirit

help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



10 COMMANDMENTS, TORAH. 8 BEATITUEDES, FRIENDS OF GOD 

FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF OT: 

THE PENTATEUCH

1. GENESIS

2. EXODUS

3. LEVITICUS

4. NUMBERS

5. DEUTERONOMY

FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF NT: 

THE GOSPEL OF MATHEW

 Introduction 1:1 – 2:23 

➢ BOOK 1. The Sermon on the Mount 3:1 – 7:27   [7:28]

➢ BOOK 2. The Mission  8:1 - 10: 42  [11:1]

➢ BOOK 3. The Parable  11:2 – 13: 52  [13:53] 

➢ BOOK 4. The Church Order  13: 54 – 18:35  [19:1]

➢ BOOK 5. The Eschatological  19:1 – 25:46    [26:1]

 CONCLUSION 26:2 – 28:20 

 Each book is concluded “when Jesus had finished these words”  or very 

similar words        7:28; 11:1; 13:53: 19:1; 26:1



Gospel of Mathew: 5 Books

Each book has a Narrative section and Discourse section

Narrative section 

Introduction 1:1 – 2: 23

1. Proclamation of the kingdom 3:1 – 5:2

2. Merciful deeds of Jesus 8:1-9:38

3. Growing opposition to Jesus 11:2 – 12: 50

4. Establishment of his Church 13:54 – 17:27

5. Eschatological preparation 19:1 – 23:39

Discourse section

1. Sermon on the Mount 5:3-7:27

2. The Missionary discourse 10: 5-42

3. The Parable discourse 13:3-52 

4. The Church Order  dsicourse18: 3-35 

5. The Eschatological discourse 24:4-25:46

Conclusion 26:2 – 28:20 



The LEVITICUS

1. The ritual of sacrifice 1-7

2. The investiture of priests 8-10

3. Rituals concerning clean 

and unclean 11-16

4. The code of holiness 17-26

5. Appendix 27



The Third Book: Leviticus // Parables 

Growing opposition to Jesus 11:2 – 12: 50  

The Parable discourse 13:3-52 
 Jewish mnemonic: everything is in symmetry. THE FIVE Books in Pentateuch, so the most 

important is the book in the middle; third book (Leviticus // Growing opposition and 

Parables)

 The story of Jesus: The first book (3:1 – 7:27): In Baptism He accepts the task; In 

Temptations: deciding the method of action; Chapters 5,6,7 Sermon on the mount: His 

divine teaching. The Second book (8:1 - 10: 42): Chapter8; Deeds of power and mercy; 

Chapter 9; Growing opposition; 10: Choosing his team and Sending them…. The Third 

book (11:2 – 13: 52): In chapter 11, Jesus speaks all the time and his ACCENT changes. 

Chapter 12; Crisis. Jewish leadership’s rejection and complete elimination of Jesus. So 

the steps to the end; the cross. Process: suspicion; investigation; blindness; and 

determination. In Chapter 13; Definite turning point in the ministry of Jesus, From 

synagogue to seashore and Parable as method of teaching



Chapter 11: Six accents in the voice of Jesus

 In this chapter Jesus speaks all the time, and as he speaks to different people 

different things his ACCENT changes:

 11:1-6 John the Baptists’/ Disciples’ question and Jesus answer Accent of 

confidence; tell him what I am doing and what is happening here.

 11:7-11 Accent of admiration; Jesus paid highest tribute to John the Baptist

 11:12-15 violence and kingdom; John is the herald if they are willing to accept 

the fact…

 11: 16-19 Accent of sorrowful rebuke; stop judging, prejudices and 

perversities

 11: 20- 24 Accent of heartbroken condemnation; Sin: indifference, to do 

nothing…

 11:25-27 Accent of authority; simple accepted him, while learned rejected 

him

 11: 28-30 Accent of compassion. Yoke of God, yoke of Law… 



Chapter 12: CRISIS, hostility and its 4 stages:
(1-8) suspicion grows; (9-14) hostile investigation; (22-32) prejudiced blindness; (14) evil determination.

12:1-8 Breaking the Sabbath law, claim of human need and the master of sabbath

12: 9-14 Love and Law, the challenge accepted. He knew Pharisees were watching 
yet he healed 

12:15-21 The characteristics of a servant of the Lord. In Jesus God reached out to 
every person in world

12:22-29 Satan’s defense is breached. Sign of Kingdom of God is defeat of pain and 
loneliness

12:30 The impossibility of Neutrality.

12:31-33 The Sin beyond forgiveness, lost awareness of sin and inability to repent 

12:34-37 Hearts and words, responsibility for every word uttered

12:38-42 The  only sign. He is God’s sign

12:43-45 The peril of empty of heart. Religion is not about avoidance but practice

12:46-50 True Friendship: common ideal, common experience, on obedience,



12:31-33 The Sin beyond forgiveness
 Jesus the Savior of the world says there are unforgivable sins ?! Sin against Holy Spirit is supremely 

terrible thing to do.

 Sin of high hand, Numbers 15: 30-31; 1 Samuel 3:14; Isaiah 22:14

 Sin against Son of Man is unforgivable but not against Holy Spirit…….

 Pentecost has not happened yet, so this should be in the context of Jewish / Hebrew context

 JEWISH understanding of the role of Spirit: 1) Bringing God’s truth to people. 2) to receive and 

recognize God’s truth when s/he sees it.

 Any person can loose any faculty if its not used: atrophy

 A man keep ignoring God’s presence and message for over a period eventually he become 

incapable of recognizing God’ presence or message. His own evil become the truth and even 

GOD’S goodness become evil for him. Pharisees and Scribes were at this stage. They called Jesus 

an ally of evil, they could not see the goodness that average people were seeing. At this stage 

repentance is impossible. If he cannot repent, he can not be forgiven.

 Sin against Holy Spirit = loss of sense of sin

 Deliberate  deafness and blindness to God made them to unable to recognize God at the 

encounter. We only hear what we have trained ourselves to hear



Chapter 13

Important chapter in the structure 

Definite turning point in the ministry of Jesus

From synagogue to seashore

Parable as method of teaching (para bole) 
1. Parable always makes the truth concrete

2. Parable makes truth from here and now to there and then

3. Parables compels the interest of the hearer /reader

4. Parable forces the hearer to discover the truth for him/herself

5. Parable conceals the truth from the lazy or prejudiced 

6. Parables of Jesus were spoken, so demanded immediate response and reaction:

 We should learn the Jewish contexts of culture, ecology and mindset of the people to understand them

 Parable has only one point: either parallel or contrast 



Chapter 13: Parables

 13:1-9;18-23 The sower went out to sow

 13:10-17, Man’s blindness and God’s purpose

 13:24-30, 36-43 The act of an enemy and time of judgment

 13:31-32 The small beginning of Church

 13:33 The transforming power of Christ, the yeast (Church)

 13:44 Accepting the will of God 

 13:45-46 The precious pearl

 13:47-50 The catch and separation (casting a hand net; drag 
net) the strength of the Church…

 13:51-52 Old gifts used in a new way

 13:53-58 The barrier of familiarity/unbelief



In Conclusion: The third book is the core book –

divine teachings of son of God 

The most important book as per Greco-Hebrew 
structure (the one in the middle)

The old law is amended and new is given 

The rituals and rubrics are replaced 

The people of God is replaced by the Church – the 
family of God 

The new law is taught as parable: Message is written 
on the heart of the hearer not on a tablet as the old 
law. 


