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Let us Pray
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,
by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit
help us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Welcome to the New Testament 

•27 books: 
• 4 Gospels

• The Acts of the Apostles

• The writings  of Paul 14

• The Catholic letters 7
• James; 1 Peter; 2 Peter; 1John; 2 John; 3 John;  Jude. 

• The book of Revelation



Introduction 

to the Gospels



What is Gospel?
• EUANGELION (Greek translators of OT used this noun in plural for good 

news)= Evangelion = Gospel = Good news  (2 Sam 4:10; Isaiah 40:9, 52:7, 61:1)

• Euangelizomai (v) “to proclaim good news” Is 40:9; 52:7;61:1

• Gospel is the Proclamation of the King to his people.

• From the perspective of the King, the message is good news to the 
subordinates, for their wellbeing

• It’s the message of the King proclaimed to the people; acceptance or 
rejection of the message has consequence



Why Four Gospels?

• All four Gospels together was called Gospel, but by 2nd 
century each of them was addressed as Gospel

• Four means New Beginning 

• There are many Gospels attributed to all the Apostles out 
there but didn’t make the cannon of the Church.  



Synoptic Gospels

•Means “able to be seen together”; “view together”; 
“parallel”  

• Three Gospels gives an account of the same events in 
Jesus life, each may have their own omissions and 
additions…

• Eg., Feeding of five thousands
• Mt. 14: 12-21; Mk. 6:30-44; Lk. 9:10-17. 
• We see the same story told in almost exactly in the same 

words. 



Earliest Gospel 
• General consensus: is Mark is the first written.

• Mark can be divided into 105 sections. 

• Of these 93 are seen in Mt, and 81 in Lk.

• Of 105, only 4 are not in either Mt or Lk

• Mk has 661 verses

• Mt has 1068 verses [reproduces 606 verses]

• Lk has 1149 verses [reproduces 320 verses]

• Of the 55 verses of Mk; that Mt doesn’t reproduce, Lk
reproduces 31, only 24 are left out. 



•Mt uses 51 percent of Mk’s words and Lk uses 53 
percent. 

•Mk’s order of event is generally followed by Mt and Lk, 
even though they differ between them, not against Mk’s 
order. 

• The added material in both Mt and Lk, around 200 
verses are not about what Jesus did but on what Jesus 
said.

•Hence its clear both are drawing from a common source



Common source Q

•Q stands for Quelle = source (German) 

•This book doesn’t exist now, but we know it 
should have been a very important book of the 
sayings of Jesus, and teachings of Jesus

•Don’t know who wrote it but we know this would 
have been a basic text, approved by eyewitnesses 
to everything that the book had. 



Mathew’s place

• Scholarship agrees that the Apostle Mathew is not 
the direct author.

•He was an eyewitness, why then he needs to 
depend on Mark?

• Earliest historian Papias: ‘Mathew collected the 
sayings of Jesus in Hebrew tongue.’ = so we know 
Mt wrote that book, and then later whoever wrote, 
used this and other sources



We owe;
•To St. Mark

•Our knowledge of 
the event of Jesus’ 
life

•Deeds

• To St. Mathew

•Our knowledge of the 
substance of Jesus’ 
teaching

• Sayings 

• Its Mt who provides the 
sermon on the mount 
(the teaching of Jesus)



How did St. Mathew look?
St. Matthew: a divine man;
St. Mark: a winged lion;
St. Luke: a winged ox; and
St. John: a rising eagle. 
Ezekiel 1:1-21; Revelation 4:6-8



Introduction to 

the Gospel of Mathew





Who is Mathew? 
• Levi (Mk 2:14; Lk 5: 27 -28)

• Mathew (Mt 9:9)     “GIFT OF YAHWEH” 

• Levi [Hebrew name] tribal name. Mathew [Greek] personal name

• The tax collector, called to be a Disciple and later an Apostle

• An eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry

• Evangelist (Pantheus, 2nd century Jewish historian confirms Mathew as the author of 
Gospel)

• Scribe (Mt 13:52)

• Where did he work Capernaum – shore city of Sea of Galilee

• Ministry: South of Caspian Sea; Persia, Macedonia, Syria and Ethiopia 

• Death: 60 AD at the City of Nadabah, slaine with halberd 

• Feast: September 21 



Mathew the tax collector
•Mt 9:9 reads about his own call by Jesus

•Tax gatherers were hated by Jews, for they 
entered the civil services of Jewish 
conquerors. 

•Mathew brought a gift, his pen



Why Mathew is the first book in New Testament? 

• We know Mark is the first written book

• Yet Mathew is the first book in Bible because:

• It’s the continuation of Old Testament;
• Its written for the Israel

• Its written as five books parallel to TORAH (Pentateuch) the first five 
books of the OT

• Its more detailed on how Jesus is the fulfillment of all prophesies, 
Covenants and Salvation 

• Its proving that Jesus is greater than Mosses the lawgiver

• Its proving that Jesus is both an authentic Jew and the Messiah



Why did Mathew write?
• Purpose of Writing: To prove to the Jews that Jesus Christ is the 

promised Messiah. 

• More than any other Gospel, the Gospel of Matthew quotes the 
Old Testament to show how Jesus fulfilled the words of the 
Jewish prophets. 

• Matthew describes in detail genealogy, the lineage of Jesus from 
David, and uses many forms of speech that Jews would have 
been comfortable with. 

• Matthew’s love and concern for his people is apparent through 
his meticulous approach to telling the gospel story.

• To welcome Jewish people to the new way of life accepting Jesus 
as Christ



To whom did Mathew write? 

• To Jewish Christians and to the Jews

• This book is known as the Gospel of Matthew because it was written 
by the apostle of the same name. 

• The style of the book is exactly what would be expected of a man 
who was once a tax collector. 

• Matthew has a keen interest in accounting (18:23-24; 25:14-15). 

• The Gospel of Matthew is very orderly and concise. 

• Rather than write in chronological order, Matthew arranges this 
Gospel through six discussions



When did Mathew write?
•Date of Writing: As an apostle, Matthew wrote the 
Gospel of Matthew in the early period of the church, 
probably in A.D. 70 -90. 

• [Mark: 65-70; Luke: 70-90; John: 90-100]

•This was a time when most Christians were Jewish 
converts, so Matthew’s focus on Jewish perspective in 
this Gospel is understandable.

• It has no reference destruction of temple



What language did Mathew write? ARAMAIC
• Irenaeus of Lyons in Against Heresies 3:1:1,wrote: (Around AD 

180)
•Matthew issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their 

own dialect, while Peter and Paul were preaching in Rome and 
laying the foundation of the Church. 
•After their departure, Mark, the disciple and interpreter of 

Peter, did also hand down to us in writing what had been 
preached by Peter. 
• Luke the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel 

preached by him. 
•Afterwards John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned 

upon his breast, did himself publish a Gospel during his 
residence at Ephesus in Asia.



Where was it written?

•Antioch; the capital of Roman province of 
Syria


