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Let us Pray
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,
by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit
help us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Other used numbers…
•14 = dvd d=4, w=6, d=4;   DAVID D=4,V=6 
• 40 = PROBATION OR TRIAL. Represents a generation and times of testing. It 

rained for 40 days during the flood. Moses spent 40 years in the desert 
with the  Israel. Jesus fasted for 40 days.

• 70 = Represents human leadership and judgment. Moses appointed 70 
elders (Exodus 24:1); The Sanhedrin was made up of 70 men. Jesus chose 
70 disciples (Luke 10:1). Jesus told Peter to forgive 70 times 7.

• 84 years – Prophetess Anna in Luke. (1000 full moon)         12 × 7 = 84 



5.  The running thread of the Gospel is a 
theme; “This was to fulfill what the Lord 
has spoken by the prophet.” used 16  
times.
Primary purpose is to show how every 

detail of Jesus’ life was foreshadowed in 
the prophets and thus to convince and 
compel the Jews to admit and accept that 
Jesus was the Messiah.  



6. Mathew’s interest is in Jews: their 
conversion

•15:24, I was sent only to the lost….

•10:5,6. Go no where among gentiles…

•He cares for others: doesn’t exclude gentiles. 

•8:11 Many are to come from east, west…

•24:14 Gospel is to be preached whole world…

•28:19 Marching orders, Go…



7. Attitude to the LAW, Jewishness
5:17-20 Jesus did not come to destroy but to fulfill the law

This Gospel is written by someone:

who knew and loved the Law,

who know that Law has its place in Christian economy

who gives a special authority to Scribes and Pharisees (23:2)

Yet Mathew condemns them so sternly; 3:7-12; 9:11; 12:24; 12:14; 
16:12; 15;13; 16:3; 21:41; 23:2…



8.  Mathew is interested in the Church. Only Mt uses the 
word Church in synoptic Gospels.

16:13-23 only Mt introduce Church after Peters’ confession (Mk 8:27-33; Lk
9:18-22)

18:17 only Mathew; disputes are to be settled by the Church

9. Mathew has special interest in apocalyptic 
time. Strong interest in all that Jesus said about his own Second 
coming, about the end of the world, and about the judgment.

Chapter 24 is an apocalyptic discourse than any other Gospels. 



•25:14-30 only in Mt the parable of talents

•25: 1-13 only in Mt the parable of wise and 
foolish virgins

•25:31-46 only in Mt the sheep and goats



10.  The dominating idea: Jesus is King, royal Jesus. 
1:1-17 Jesus is the son of David. This title is used more than any other 
gospels (15:22; 21:9; 21:15) 

2:2 the wise men came looking for the king of Jew

21:1-11 triumphal entry of the King 

27:11 Before Pilot deliberately accepts the name King

27:37 The title on the Cross


