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Let us Pray
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in us the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.

And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,

by the light of the Holy Spirit

you have taught the hearts of your faithful.

In the same Spirit

help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Remember 10

1. Written for Jews

2. Teaching Gospel

3. Easy to memorize

4. Genealogy to prove the son of David

5. Fulfilment of prophesies

6. Goal: conversion of Jews

7. Law is the highest

8. Church is the ultimate

9. Apocalyptic interest

10. Royal Jesus.



Gospel of Mathew 

in its Details



Principal Division of the Gospel - 7

1.The infancy Narrative  (1:1 – 2: 23)

2.The Proclamation of the Kingdom  (3: 1 – 7: 29)

3.Ministry and Mission in Galilee  (8: 1- 11: 1)

4.Opposition from Israel  (11:2 – 13:53)

5.Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church  (13:54 -18: 35)

6.Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem  (19:1 -25: 46)

7.The Passion and Resurrection  (26: 1 -28: 20)



Introduction

Mt 1:1 – 2: 23 

The Infancy Narrative

Mathew’s  Gospel has in English 21,000 words, nearly 1,000 are 

devoted to the birth and infancy of Jesus



The infancy Narrative Mt 1:1 – 2: 23

 It includes:

 Genealogy

 The coming of Jesus as the climax of Israel's history

 Five stories (events of conception, birth, magi, flight to Egypt and massacre of infants, and 
return from Egypt) as the fulfilment of OT prophesies

 First two sections of genealogy [1:2-11] are from Ruth 4:18-22 and 1Chronicles 1:3 

 Third section [1:12-16] none of the names are in any OT genealogy

 Women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba bore child through irregular relationships

 All these irregularities culminate in supreme irregularity of the birth of Messiah = the age of 
fulfilment is inaugurated by the creative act of God. 

 Messiah re-lives exodus experience of Israel and Mosses’ sufferings 

 “All Jerusalem” were troubled is an indication that his own people will abandon him, passion is 
foreshadowed here. 

 The magi prefigures the gentiles adoring him as God

 Infancy narrative concludes that Jesus is the Messiah, savior of his people, he is Emmanuel 
[1:23] and Son of God [2:15].



Infancy Narrative
 Infancy Narrative is the best known and best loved words of the entire Gospel that 

captures the imagination of everyone, poets, story tellers and artists…

 Luke is the only other Gospel had infancy narrative. But it is different; Lk focus on Mary, 

while Mathew focuses on Joseph (Neither had a copy of the other; each had traditions and 

other sources)

 Luke's account has:

 No Appearance of an angel to Joseph

 No Magi

 No massacre of innocents

 No flight to Egypt

 Mathew’s account has:

 No annunciation to Mary

 No journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem

 No need to find a room in the inn

 No manger

 No angelic choir, no shepherds 



Chapter 1: Major themes: Holy Spirit

According to Jewish theology, the Holy Spirit 

was the person who brought God’s truth to men; 

through prophets, God’s men and people. So 

Jesus is the one person who brings God’s truth 

to universe. 

In Jesus alone we see the true manhood, true 

goodness, true obedience to the will of God. 

Jesus came to tell us the truth about ourselves.



The Jews believed that the Holy Spirit not only brought 

God’s truth to men but also enabled men to recognize 

that truth when they saw it. So Jesus opens our eyes to 

truth from: ignorance, prejudices, sins, passions…

The Jews connected the Spirit of God with the work of 

creation. Gen1:2, Psalm 33:6; Psalm 104:30; Job33:4;  

The spirit is the creator of the world and the giver of life. 

In Jesus, God’s life giving, and creative power came into 

the world. 

Hence, we are not really alive until Jesus enters our life.



 (Ezekiel 37:1-14) The Jews connected the Spirit, not only 

with the work of creation but with the work of re-

creation. In Jesus came the power of God to the world to 

re-create. He can bring soul that is dead to sin back to 

life. 

 In the virgin birth; the spirit of God was operative as 

never before in this world

Jesus enables us to see what God is and what we (human) 

ought to be.

Jesus is the only creative power of God and the re-

creative power of God that can release the souls from 

death of sin.   



2. Genealogy

 Jews believed if any man had slightest admixture of foreign blood, he 

looses the right to be called Jew, and membership in the people of 

God.

 Sanhedrin kept the genealogical records

 The Jews were exceedingly interested in genealogy, so Mathew calls 

this section “the book of genealogy of Jesus Christ…” (1:1)

 Bible provided genealogy of all famous men. E.g.,

 Genealogy of Noah, Genesis 5: 1 – 32

 Genealogy of Clans of Noah’s sons, Genesis 10:1 - 32

 Genealogy of Abraham, Genesis 11: 10 -26


