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LET US PRAY

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in us the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.

And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,

by the light of the Holy Spirit

you have taught the hearts of your faithful.

In the same Spirit

help us to relish what is right

and always rejoice in your consolation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



GENEALOGY

• For a Jew, this part of the Gospel should be the most impressive part, because the pedigree of Jesus is traced 

back all the way  to Abraham.

• It is arranged mnemonically (easy to remember and recall);              3 groups of 14. 

• These three sections stand for three stages in the spiritual history of mankind

• In genealogy Mathew shows us: 1) the royalty of kingship gained; 2) the tragedy of freedom lost; 3) the 

glory of liberty restored. This is the story of the mankind, and of everyone. 



GENEALOGY: 3 SECTIONS
• First section: Man was born for greatness. Takes the history down to DAVID: the greatest King. 14 

Generations 

• David welded Israel together into a nation

• Made Jews a presence and power in the world

• Second section: Man lost his greatness. Takes to the story down to the exile to Babylon. 14 Generations 

• It tells the nations’ shame, tragedy and disaster 

• Third section: Man can regain his greatness. Takes the story down to Jesus Christ. 14 Generations 

• Jesus liberated humanity from slavery

• He rescued planet from disaster 

• 14+14+14 = 42. (4+2=6) So he made 14+13+14 = 41. 4+1 =5.

• But Genealogy has 48 names? Why? 4+8 = 12



GENEALOGY: 3 SECTIONS

• First section: (1: 2- 6) 14 generations 

• Second section: (1:6b-11) to make it 14 generations, three kings of Judah (Ahaziah, Joash, 

and Amaziah) are omitted [I Chr 3:11-12).

• Third section: (1:12-16) has only 13 generations

• 14 +14+ 13 = 41. 4+1 =5 = grace



GENEALOGY 

• Mt states the  genealogy of Jesus through the genealogy of Joseph; but the actual 

presentation (conclusion) is the genealogy of Mary. 

• In Mathew’s genealogy, Abraham is the key figure at the beginning, but at the end it is 

Mary

• This is a remarkable shift; because its through the father the identity is established. 

• At the end of this long list of fathers, Mathew switches to Mary the mother of Jesus.

• The preparation for the birth of Messiah was begun by GOD from Adam, immediately 

after sin. (Genesis 3:15 woman who gives birth to the Messiah) Mary’s place in the 

salvation history was part of the design. How interesting we are all part of this history… 

Because God accompanies us as we walk though life…

• The genealogy of Blessed Mother and Jesus includes sinners and blasphemers! Very few 

who are not sinners! The pillars: Jacob, David, and Solomon… – all fell and failed = God 

speaks through sinners too…!

• This genealogy reveals the election/selection process of God. Not the strong and first 

born: (Cain, Ishmael and Esau…), but the weak and second born Abel, Isaac and Jacob… 

are chosen. God’s criteria is different. people who faltered…



1:1 THE SON OF DAVID, THE SON OF ABRAHAM…

• Two major links of genealogical chain are highlighted. 

• David is placed first to emphasize that Jesus is the royal Messiah 

• Abraham is mentioned to provide the scope of Jesus’ universal 

mission (Gn 22: 18)

• 1:7 ASAPH. Actually the successor was Asa [1Chr3:10] Mathew 

included the psalmist Asaph into genealogy = Jesus is the 

fulfilment and of all the OT. 



5 WOMEN IN GENEALOGY IN THE GOSPEL OF 
MATHEW

1. 1:3 Tamar,(Genesis 38: 1-20) prostitute

2. 1:5 Rahab, (Joshua 6:22)Harlot

3. 1:5 Ruth, (Ruth 3:7-9) who trapped, betrayed Boaz

4. 1:6 Bathsheba (2Sa11:, 2Sa 12:24 )adulteress, sided David, 

cheated and helped to kill husband 

5. 1:16 Mary – in this list of sinners Mary is the last link; a 

golden link of purity and grace.

Micah 5:1-4     

Foreigners



3. A MESSIAH CLOSE TO HIS PEOPLE

• Jesus’ identification with the “LEAST” 

• The Christmas story is somber, they are threatened with death by the tyrant Herod. 

• Innocent people are killed because they are identified with Jesus

• Holy family is forced into exile (just as Israel has been…)

• Even the return from Egypt (the new Exodus) they cannot go home (Bethlehem) displaced in 

Nazareth (2:22) 

• This identification with Israel’s struggle to be free is in the name given to Jesus “Emmanuel” God 

is with us (1:23) 

• Hence, Jesus in Mathew is full of compassion for those who are suffering (healings in 8,9) 

• Jesus explicitly identifies with the “least” (25:31-46; 10:42)

• He promised to remain with (Emmanuel) the Church until the end (28:20; 18:20) 



4. MESSIAH OF ISRAEL AND SAVIOR OF THE WORLD

• While Herod and leaders of Jerusalem plot to annihilate Jesus, the gentile wise: Magi, come seeking 

to pay homage (2:1-12) referenced to Isaiah 60:3

• Even in the family tree of Jesus, Mathew indicates a wider mission of Jesus…

• Several women – foreigners- are mentioned in it, their entry into Jewish history has been unusual, 

scandalous…

• Even Mary is not from royal Davidic line, only through initiative of Holy Spirit, that something that 

causes unexpected feeling of anxiety to Joseph

• From the beginning outsiders are part of Jesus’ history

• Mathew emphasize, while Jesus experience rejection from Jewish leaders the gentiles are looking 

for Jesus and accepting him as Messiah and savior:

• The Centurion 8: 5-13

• The demoniac at Gadarene 8:28-34

• The Canaanite women 15:21-28

• Jesus’ historical ministry is focused on Israel (10:5) but at the resurrection the mission of salvation 

would be extended to all nations (28:19) 



5. THE NAME JESUS (YEHOSHUAH)

• Only Mathew stresses the significance of the name “Jesus”. The angel gives the 

divine instruction to name child = the Lord Saves

• Jesus is depicted throughout the Gospel as savior. He delivers people:

• From the burdens of sickness

• From various Oppressions

• From the burden of sin 

• Jesus the Jew, thirsts for justice, righteousness (3:15)

• Jesus blesses (just like the prophets of the past) all those are suffering in search 

of justice (5:10)

• Jesus exercises constantly divine power in forgiving sins (9:1-8) 

• Jesus insisted that his disciples should reflect the same sense of reconciliation in 

dealing with each other (5: 43-48)



6. ADULT CHRISTMAS STORY

• MATHEW’S Christmas story is not happy story like Luke

• Its how the promise of abiding presence of God bringing salvation amidst full of 

plots against the child, outbreaks of violence, displacement, plight and exile…

• Its about how in spite of sin and rejection, Gods’ divine intervention works in 

our life

• The whole story begins with one particular culture and history but ultimately 

how it will reach across boundaries to touch everyone in the world

• It’s a story of bitter rejection to ultimate triumph, mission of salvation 

accomplished 

• It’s an adult Christmas story that preface the entire story of saving mission of 

Jesus. 



CHAPTER 2

• The Birthplace of the King: Bethlehem 

• The homage of the east: Magi

• The crafty king: Herod

• Gift for Christ

• Escape to Egypt

• Massacre of children

• Return to Nazareth



CHAPTER 2 

• Bethlehem (Ephratha) = house of bread; is six miles to the south of Jerusalem

• The city of David

• Micah 5:2

• Isaiah 11:1 a branch shall grow…. Branch = Nezer. Nazarene is another word 

Mathew uses with this play of words we are told Jesus is the branch and called 

from Nazareth, Nazarene



THE YEARS IN BETWEEN: 
YEARS IN BETWEEN CHILD JESUS – A MAN OF 30 YEARS

• He lived 30 years in Nazareth, without any record… 

• 10/11 of Jesus’ life in Nazareth: what did he do?

• He grew up to boyhood, manhood in a good home

• Supported by joint family culture

• He fulfilled the responsibilities of a son, took care of ailing Joseph and mother…

• Jesus worked as the village craftsman (carpenter) of Nazareth

• Did simple duties of home….

• For each year of public life he had 10 years of private life of preparation ?! 


