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Let us Pray
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in us the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord,
by the light of the Holy Spirit
you have taught the hearts of your faithful.
In the same Spirit
help us to relish what is right
and always rejoice in your consolation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Block 1: Narrative and Discourse on the 
Proclamation of the Kingdom and its 

blessedness
Genesis. 1:1 -50:26

• Opens with the Hebrew word 
‘bereshit’= “In the beginning.” The 
title ‘Genesis’ was given by LXX 
translation. 

• 11structural units (toledoth) of equal 
length and importance, introduces the 
unity and purpose of the book

• Primaeval history: 1:1- 11:26

• The Patriarch Abraham: 11:27-25:18

• The Patriarchs Isaac and Jacob: 25:19-
36:43

• Joseph and his brothers: 37:1-50:26

BOOK 1. The Sermon on the 
Mount 3:1 – 7:27   [7:28]

• Proclamation of the kingdom 3:1 – 5:2

• Sermon on the Mount 5:3-7:27



Block 1: Narration of 
the Proclamation of the kingdom 3:1 – 5:2

• 3:1-6 The emergence of John the Baptist

• 3:7-12 The message of John: the threat, the promise, the demand

• 3:13-17 Jesus and His Baptism

• 4:1-11  The tests of Christ: the sacred story- the tempter, 

• 4:12-17 Journey begins as the herald of God 

• 4:18-22 Call the fishermen

• 4:22-35 Masters’ methods 

• 4:23-25 Activities of the Master

• 5:1-2 Mathew’s introduction to the Sermon on the Mount



Chapter 3: The message of John
• The message of John: a threat and a promise

• The demand: REPENT (3:2) Repent and believe in the Gospel (Mark 
1:15)

• Jesus and John uses ‘REPENT”

• What is REPENT for a JEW? Repentance is the core of faith and 
relationship with God. 

• “The LAW (6 things are: 1) Repentance, 2) Paradise, 3) Hell, 4) The glorious throne of God, 5) The 
celestial temple, and 6) the name of the Messiah) was created two thousand years before creation. 
But the Rabbis taught, Repentance was one of the things created even before the Law”. 

• “A man can shoot an arrow for a few furlongs, but repentance reaches even to the throne of God.”

• Teshubah (N) Shub (V) = to turn = Repentance 

• Repentance = change in man’s attitude towards GOD, and in the conduct of life, a religious and moral 
reformation of the people or the individual. 

• Turning away from sin and turning to God: Ezekiel 33:11, 18; Hosea 14:1,2; Isaiah 1:16; Ecclesiasticus 
5:4-7, 34: 25-26



Repentance is first and foremost: an entry gate.
A famous Rabbinic passage: 
“Who is like God a teacher of sinners that they may 
repent?
They asked, Wisdom: “what shall be the punishment of sinner?” “Misfortune” –
(PROVERBS 13: 21)

“Prophecy” – “death” (Ezekiel 18:4)
“Law” – “sacrifice” (Leviticus 1:4)
“God” – “ Let him repent and obtain atonement. My children, what do I ask of you? 
Seek me and  live.”

Hence, to the JEW the only one entry back to 
God is through the gate of REPENTANCE. 



• For a Jew repentance is the tool for healing. God freely and fully 
remits the sins of the penitent is the cardinal doctrine of Judaism. 

•Repentance is:

The sinner forsakes his sin and 

Puts it away out of his thoughts and 

Fully resolves in his mind that 

He will not do it again. 

• Hence, it is turning from evil to God with a corresponding change 
in behavior/action 

• Nine norms of repentance: ISAIAH 1:16

• Repentance is always available and completely essential, and it 
lasts as long as life. 



“GOD’S HAND IS STRETCHED OUT 
UNDER THE WINGS OF THE HEAVENLY 
CHARIOT TO SNATCH THE PENITENT 
FROM THE GRASP OFJUSTICE.” Rabbi Simeon 

ben Yohai on Ezekeil 33:12 



A ZADIK IS A RIGHTEOUS PERSON
• “ HE WHO IS GOOD TOWARDS HEAVEN AND TOWARDS 

HIS FELLOW MEN IS A GOOD ZADIK

• HE WHO IS GOOD TOWARDS HEAVEN AND NOT 
TOWARDS HIS FELLOW MEN, IS A BAD ZADIK

• HE WHO IS WICKED AGAINST HEAVEN  AND WICKED 
AGAINGST HIS FELLOW MEN, IS A BAD SINNER.

• HE WHO IS WICKED AGAINST HEAVEN, BUT NOT WICKED 
AGAINST HIS FELLOW MEN IS NOT A BAD SINNER.” 
Rabbinic sayings. 


