
King of the Instruments 

 

Imagine for a moment the ideal of a king.  This may perhaps bring to mind descriptions such 

as noble, paternal, ruler, defender, powerful, regal.  The title ‘king’ has also been bestowed 

in other realms;  the lion, for instance, is the ‘king of the beasts.’  In the world of musical 

instruments, the organ has been given the title ‘king of instruments.’  Indeed, Pope Benedict 

XVI even stated, “the organ has always been considered, and rightly so, the king of musical 

instruments because it takes up all the sounds of creation and gives resonance to the fullness 

of human sentiments.  By transcending the merely human sphere, as all music of quality 

does, it evokes the divine.” (Dedication of Organ in Regensburg Basilica, 2006)  The organ 

is noble, paternal, powerful and regal.  What better instrument to serve the King of kings?  

 

The duties of a pipe organ are varied.  It can introduce or conclude sacred liturgies with solo 

repertoire, embellish and ornament with either ceremonial or solemn sound, or support the 

voices in singing, both choral and congregational.  Because it uses all the sounds of creation, 

it can, like creation, whisper like a soft wind or roar like the ocean, cry as a voice in the 

desert or rejoice in celebratory song, resound as a solo or meld in collaboration.  Ultimately 

it must, like the liturgy itself, assist us in transcending this world, in building a bridge to the 

heavenly world.   

 

This time, imagine for a moment an historic neighborhood.  The period houses reflect the 

colors, the architecture, the ambiance of another time period, a treasured past.  To repair or 



remodel, builders must seek permission of the local authorities due to the restrictions 

regarding construction in the area.  Remodeling must reflect, in historic districts, the 

character and style of the time period they are preserving.   

 

If the secular world understands the importance of preserving tradition, how much more 

then, does the Church have a role in preserving and protecting tradition?   If the architecture 

of a building is vital to preserve and protect, how much more are we responsible for 

maintaining an instrument whose family has served the church for centuries?  Allowing a 

pipe organ to decay or replacing it with something less than the king of instruments is akin 

to allowing the construction of a gas station or a dollar store in the Centre Hill district.  It 

would be a travesty.    

 

And now, I do not ask you to imagine, instead I will describe a reality.  Our pipe organ is in 

great need of restoration.  The console was replaced a few years ago.  The console, 

incidentally, is the keydesk, having manuals, stops and pedals which the organist plays.   The 

first year I was here, the motor burned out and that too was replaced with a used one.  The 

motor provides a steady airflow for the bellows to blow air through the pipes.  The console 

and the motor are simply components in what constitutes the organ.   Behind the doors in 

the choir loft reveals more of the internal workings of the organ: the intricate pipework, 

wiring, the bellows (one on each side), etc.  The delicate mechanisms of our organ are worn 

out.  The leather straps for instance are dried out and brittle, making repairs extremely 

difficult.  The bellows themselves are also made of leather which is in a similar condition; 



one side even has a patch.  I do not exaggerate when I say that currently more things are 

broken than working on the console.  If I showed you the console with its many stops, there 

are only a few that I can use as the rest are non-working or not reliable, resulting in cyphers 

more often than not.  People have said that since the organ sounds fine they cannot 

understand why we need to invest money into its restoration.  I compare it to a car:  at some 

point a car has so many miles that it needs a rebuild to continue to be roadworthy.  Otherwise, 

the driver is risking a major breakdown on the highway which may take the car totally out 

of commission.  Looking at the car one may not even know that such repairs are necessary, 

nevertheless, if maintenance is ignored, the car will eventually be fit for a junk heap.  Our 

organ can play somewhat at the moment but it has so many miles on it that it must be 

overhauled or risk becoming unusable.   

 

We return now to the king:  the regal ceremonies of a king are resplendent with beauty, even 

more so the sacred ceremonies fit for the King of kings in His sacred liturgies.  The 

vestments, the sacred vessels, the architecture all should reflect beauty and nobility, making 

the temple a worthy place for the celebration of the sacred liturgies.   The king of 

instruments, the pipe organ, is worthy of the temple.  It is our duty to preserve and protect 

it.   

 

Before we break for intermission, we will be passing a basket.  Please consider donating 

towards the restoration of our very own pipe organ here at St. Joseph Church.   If you cannot 

contribute financially I ask you to donate spiritually and pray for this intention.  Thank you! 


