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All are welcome to join us for our Open House! 
Come and meet your teacher for next year, visit 
the newly renovated classrooms, and see the 
plans for our new playground, coming this 
summer! 
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Interview of the Week 
By Rashad Seaborne and Jose Zavala 

Mr. Watko 
 
Q: What was your favorite college class? 
A: Philosophy  
  
Q: When did you decide to become a teacher?  
A: I think last Thanksgiving, and when I was tutoring in 
high school.  
 
Q: For you, what is the hardest part of being a teacher? 
A: I think the hardest part would definitely have to be 
the organization. 
 
Q: What do you like to do outside of school for fun? 
A: I like to play video games, and prepare for school the 
next day. 
 
Q: Have you ever though of another profession? If so, 
what would it be?  
A: If I wasn't a teacher, I think I would be an 
accountant. 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As we close out our first week of the Second Semester, I would like to share 
with you an important development that we, as a staff, will be undertaking 
beginning on Tuesday.  
 
During my time as a principal of Saint Joseph, there has been an immense 

amount of change in a positive direction. We’ve launched major renovations, increased access 
to technology for students and teachers, and strived to create and build connections for 
parents in the school community. One of the areas that I strongly believe still needs attention 
is a consistent focus on school-wide behaviors. We, as a Christian community, need to rethink 
how we approach discipline. This process begins with how we view and understand discipline. 
The word discipline has morphed over the years. In some contexts, it’s viewed as harsh and 
cruel. In an educational setting, it is important to remember that the meaning of discipline is 
to train. We are reminded of the disciples, and how they were trained by Jesus in the Faith. 
 
With the start of the second semester will come a renewed and refocused view of school-wide 
discipline at Saint Joseph. We have been working over the past month in researching and 
understanding Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS). PBIS is a highly 

effective method of managing behaviors that pays close 
attention to intervening rather than doling out consequences. 
This process started with the teachers and school leadership 
team in generating “looks like” and “sounds like” charts for all 
major areas of the school. In developing this matrix, we have 
created a common language that we can use to teach our 
expectations. The teachers took this same process and created a 
matrix for their classroom. By teaching and labeling 
expectations, we are developing a clear set of procedures that 
will allow students to continue developing accountability.  Our 
school wide matrix will allow for consistency across all grade 
levels as your child progresses through their elementary school 
career. 
 
It is important not to confuse PBIS with a fluff attitude where 
all “positive” actions are overly praised and where all “negative” 
actions are brushed over. Reality is, there are certain actions 
that will require immediate administrative attention. The school 
leadership team and teachers spent time classifying “Major” and 
“Minor” infractions. While minor infractions will be addressed in 
the classroom, the school leadership team will address all major 
infractions.  
 
This is an exciting, positive step for Saint Joseph School. 
Developing expectations, both as a school and individual grade 
units, will promote unity through a shared purpose and desire. I 
am asking for your help! Ask your child about the “looks like” 
and “sounds like” of their classroom.  I encourage you to use that 
language with your child(ren) in your home environment.  
 
God Bless, 
Joe Whitmore 

From the Desk of the Principal 

• January 26th Semester One 
Awards Ceremony  

 
• January 29th- Febrary 3rd is 

Catholic Schools Week. 
 
• Themes for Catholic Schools 

week.  
 

• In Our Parish  
 

• In Our Community 
 

• Celebrating Our 
Students 

 
• Celebrating the Nation 

 
• Celebrating Vocations 

 
• Celebrating Faculty, 

Staff, and Volunteers.  
 

• Celebrating Family  

Upcoming Events  
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Courage 

Today we interviewed the fourth grade and fifth grades 
about the Bible study they did, and they gave us some 
interesting answers. We interviewed six students.  
 
Nicholas: How hard was it to learn your way around the 
Bible? 
ANSWER: Not that hard, but on a scale from 1 to 10 
around a five.  
 
Marlin What was your favorite part about learning how to 
use the Bible? 
ANSWER Amya Seaborne answered, “I most enjoyed 
learning about the New and Old testament.”  
 
Marlin If you had the chance to start a Bible class would 
you or would you not take the opportunity? Why or why 
not?  
ANSWER  “Yes I would take the opportunity to start a 
bible class to teach others.” 
 
Nicholas What was your favorite story from the bible?   
ANSWER: Some of their favorite stories were Cain and 
Abel, Noah's Ark, and David and Goliath.    
 
Marlin What is one of the stories you remember the most?  
ANSWER Ethan Mejias said, “What I remember the most 
is when Jesus got crucified. He died for us, and that is 
amazing.”  

Activities Inside the Classroom!  

The Peacemaker 
award for this 
January is 
courage. It is 
quite fitting that 
courage is the 
award for 
January as it is 
the same month 
that we remember 
Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Courage can be 
found in places all 
over SJS. We hope 
you will join us to 
hear how our 
students 
exemplify this 
train on January 
26th for our 
Peacemaker 
Award.  
 

4th Grade with Ms. Picard  
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What’s Happening Outside the Classroom? 

Since the beginning of December, the middle school 
boys basketball team has been practicing once a week, 
and playing games on the weekend. After two grueling 
losses at the buzzer, the boys were able to get their 
first win on Thursday. The entire team performed well, 
earning a 43-23 victory. Afterwards, they went out to 
celebrate their hard earned win with some Sweet Frog.  



 

 

  

 
 

SJS SCA  

SCA and Hands of Christ are holding a cold weather 
drive from January 16-20. SCA will be collecting items 
and packing them in travel bags, then taking them to the 
local homeless shelter. SCA is collecting hats, gloves, 
socks, fruit cups, canned vegetables, canned meat, and 
travel size toiletries. In February the SCA will be selling 
chocolate roses. 

By Emma Olgers  

Don’t forget to 
like us on 
Facebook!  


