
Ordinary 21C – 2022 
 

Twenty million tons of cement 
In 1974, in the wake of oil boom, the government of Nigeria decided to bring 
their country at a single leap into line with most developed Western nations.  
 
The planners calculated that to build the new roads, airfields, and military 
buildings which the plan required would call for some 20 million tons of 
cement. This was duly ordered and shipped by freighters from all over the 
world, to be unloaded onto the docks at Lagos, Nigeria. Twenty million tons 
of cement.  
 
Unfortunately, the Nigerian planners had not considered the fact that the 
docks at Lagos were only capable of handling two thousand tons a day.  
 
Working every day, it would have taken twenty-seven years to unload the 
ships that were at one point waiting at sea off Lagos. These contained a 
third of the world’s supply of cement, much of it showing its fine quality by 
setting solid in the holds of the freighters.   
 
Hasty transactions bring painful losses. Poor planning yields disastrous 
results. Building a tower before counting the cost is most unwise.  
 

The narrow gate: 
Most cities of the ancient world were surrounded by walls that had large 
gates in them.  Jerusalem had about twelve gates that were large enough for 
two-way traffic.   People moved through these gates to do their business, 
to shop and to visit their friends.   These gates, however, were closed at 
night, in case the city came under attack by an invader.   There were also 
smaller gates through which individual citizens could be allowed into the city 
by the guards without exposing the city to danger. These smaller, or 
narrower gates were what Jesus was talking about. These smaller gates were 
like turnstiles – only one person at a time could enter through them.  
 
Jesus repeats Isaiah’s image of a final banquet. He does not want his 
followers to presume they can just slip through to enter his Father’s house. 
Jesus is not looking for casual acquaintance from us but for real dedication.  
 



The crowd will press for entry, but the door will be too narrow to admit all. 
The less alert will be forced to stay outside and appeal in vain for entry. 
They will say that they ought to be allowed to enter because they were 
acquainted with Jesus during his earthly life.  
 
The irony of Jesus’ image is that the narrow gates are the proper way to 
enter the Kingdom precisely because they are just wide enough to receive a 
single person – anyone who is willing to do sacrificial service for the glory of 
God.  In other words, entering through the narrow gate denotes a steady 
obedience to the Lord Jesus — overcoming all opposition and rejecting every 
temptation.  It is the narrow way of unconditional and unremitting love.  
 
Mere faith in Jesus and membership in His Church by Baptism cannot 
guarantee salvation.   
 

The NCAA cross-country championship: 
Back in 1994, 128 runners lined up to compete in the NCAA cross-country 
championship in Riverside, California. Unfortunately, one of the turns on the 
10,000-meter course was not well-marked.   
 
Only five of the 128 runners stayed on the correct path. Mike Delcavo was 
the first runner to notice the problem. He began waving at the other 
runners to follow him, but most refused. Can you blame them?  
 
One-hundred-and-twenty-three runners took the wrong path, only five took 
the right one.  
 
What did the 123 think of Delcavo? He commented later, “They thought it 
was funny that I went the right way.” (Leadership, Summer 1994, p. 49.) —  
 
We all like to think that we’re on the right path; what a rude awakening it 
would be to discover we aren’t, if we are taking the broad way leading to 
eternal damnation.  
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