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The Two Most Important Questions a Christian Can Answer

Matthew 22:34-46 TIsidor Isaac Rabi, a Nobel Prize winner in Physics, and
one of the developers of the atomic bomb, was once asked how he became a
scientist. Rabi replied that every day after school his mother would talk to
him about his school day. She wasn't so much interested in what he had
learned that day, but how he conducted himself in his studies. She always
inquired, "Did you ask a good question today?" "Asking good questions," Rabi
said, "made me become a scientist."

In order to ask a good question I think you need to have noble motives
behind the question. You have to want to know the truth. The Pharisees, by
contrast, already had the answers to their questions. They felt they already
knew the truth. How many times have we had it in for someone, asking a
question designed to trap them? We do it to our loved ones all the time. Ina
moment like this we are not trying to learn; we are trying fo injure.

The Pharisees come to Jesus once again with a question designed to do
damage to the reputation of Jesus. And once again Jesus proves he is equal
to the task. Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? Now,
even though this question was used to test Jesus, it is nonetheless an
important question. Perhaps in the life of Israel at that time it was THE
most important question.

But Jesus had a question of his own. A question, which signified that the
times were changing; a new theological season had come. He put this
question to the same Pharisees who had tested him: "What do you think of
the Messiah. Whose son is he?"

The command to Love - can such a thing be commanded? Love the feeling vs
Love the Action Newspaper columnist and minister George Crane tells of
a wife who came into his office full of hatred toward her husband. "I do not
only want to get rid of him, I want to get even. Before I divorce him, I want
to hurt him as much as he has me."



Dr. Crane suggested an ingenious plan "Go home and act as if you really love
your husband. Tell him how much he means to you. Praise him for every
decent trait. Go out of your way to be as kind, considerate, and generous as
possible. Spare no efforts to please him, to enjoy him. Make him believe you
love him. After you've convinced him of your undying love and that you
cannot live without him, then drop the bomb. Tell him that you're getting a
divorce. That will really hurt him." With revenge in her eyes, she smiled and
exclaimed, "Beautiful, beautiful. Will he ever be surprised!" And she did it
with enthusiasm. Acting "as if." For two months she showed love, kindness,
listening, giving, reinforcing, sharing.

When she didn't return, Crane called. "Are you ready now to go through with
the divorce?" "Divorce?" she exclaimed. "Never! I discovered I really do
love him." Her actions had changed her feelings. Motion resulted in emotion.

The ability to love is established not so much by fervent promise as often
repeated deeds. -J. Allan Petersen Biblical love is not a matter of affection
and warm feelings but of unwavering commitment. Its test is not what
people feel but what they do.

Two Hands
Lewis L. Austin, in This I Believe, wrote: "Our maker gave us two hands: One
to hold onto him and one to reach out to his people. If our hands are full of
struggling to get possessions, we can't hang onto God or to others very well.
If, however, we hold onto God, who gave us our lives, then his love can flow
through us and out to our neighbor." (by Lewis L. Austin from This I Believe)

One can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving.



