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In order to catch the impact of this story, we need to know some historical background 
of a first-century Jewish wedding. Eastern and Western cultures are very different.  In 
an Eastern culture the bridegroom is often a more important figure than the bride and 
frequently paid for all the expenses of the wedding. A Jewish wedding had three parts or 
stages to it. First, there was the formal engagement/betrothal which was almost always 
arranged by the parents of the future bride and groom.  
 
Later (up to a year or more) came the formal religious ceremony in the bride’s home. This 
was a religious service similar to our wedding service.  
 
Thirdly, there was the wedding banquet (feast), generally at night, at the house of the 
groom and it generally lasted about seven days and could take place right after the 
ceremony or weeks later. The bridegroom would come to get his bride and they would 
walk together to the wedding. It was an elaborate affair that cost a lot of money.  It 
was, therefore, a social event to which their friends were anxious to attend.  The bride 
and the groom walked down the street and their bridesmaids would take part in the  
‘welcoming ceremony’ by lighting the way with lamps held by the wedding party.   
 
It would be a major faux pas for anyone in the wedding party not to be by the road ready 
to welcome the bridegroom and bride.   That is the background of the picture our Lord 
draws here. Here are ten young women waiting to join the wedding party. They are 
expecting and waiting for the bridegroom and the bride.   (by Richard A. Todd from Ten 
Sleepy Women) 
 
The oil for the lamps was/is a symbol of spiritual preparedness, and that this 
preparedness isn’t a commodity that one can borrow from someone else if you find that, 
in the moment of truth, you’re short on it. That preparedness is, in part, about cultivating 
a life of dedicated spiritual practice, and nobody can give you a bunch of that in a pinch.  
 
 

What's Your Purpose in Life? 
Josh McDowell tells about an executive "headhunter" who recruits corporate executives 
for large firms.  This headhunter once told McDowell that when he interviews an 
executive, he likes to disarm him.  "I offer him a drink," said the headhunter, "take off 
my coat, undo my tie, throw up my feet and talk about baseball, football, family, 
whatever, until he’s all relaxed.  



 
Then, when I think I’ve got him relaxed, I lean over, look him square in the eye and say, 
‘What’s your purpose in life?’  It’s amazing how top executives fall apart at that 
question."    
 
Then he told about interviewing one fellow recently. He had him all disarmed, had his feet 
up on his desk, talking about football. Then the headhunter leaned over and said, "What’s 
your purpose in life, Bob?"  And the executive said, without blinking an eye, "To go to 
heaven and take as many people with me as I can."    
 
"For the first time in my career," said the headhunter, "I was speechless." No wonder.  
He had encountered someone who was prepared. He was ready. His purpose,  "To go to 
heaven and take as many people with me as I can." You and I might not express it that 
way, but do you doubt that this is one man who has extra oil for his lamp?   (by Gary 
Nicolosi from Preparing for the End Time)  
 

Would We Be Ready? 
The pastor of one Florida congregation, who has made an outreach program famous, uses 
one question which offends some people by its tone. He asks: "If you should die tonight, 
why should God let you into his heaven?"  The question is worth asking. For those of us 
who live in the grace of God, who celebrate his "Yes!"  to us each day we live, a better-
focused version of the question might be, "If we knew we'd die tonight,  could we be 
ready to face God?"  (by Michael L. Sherer from And God Said...Yes!CSS Publishing 
Company) 
 

Preparedness 
John Wesley was asked what he would do if he knew his Lord would return at that time 
the next day. He said in effect, "I would go to bed and go to sleep; wake up in the 
morning, and go on with my work, for I would want Him to find me doing what he had 
appointed."  
 
The best way to prepare for the coming of Christ is never to forget the presence of 
Christ.   (by William Barclay from You Can Say That Again, Christianity Today, Vol. 39, no. 
8) 
 
 


