
Ordinary 33A – 2023 
The Parable of the Talents 

Jesus once told a story of a wealthy landowner who was preparing for a long journey.  
He called his three servants and divided his money between them, each according to their 
ability. To one servant he gave five talents, meaning a sum of money, to a second two, and 
to a third one. 
 
Why is life like that? I don't know. We are all equal in the eyes of God. We are all 
guaranteed equal rights under the Constitution. In an election our votes are all equal. But 
when it comes to our abilities, we are as different as different can be. God simply did not 
make us all the same. There are some people who can handle five talents; there are some 
who can handle only one. There are some persons who have great intellectual capabilities, 
and some who do not. There are some who have the ability to project and articulate their 
thoughts, and there are some who cannot. There are some who have physical prowess and 
attractive looks, and there are some who do not. The important thing to remember is that 
each servant was given something. No one was left idle. You may not be a five-talent person, 
but you have some talent. We all do. And you know something. I think that there are a whole 
lot more one and two talent people in this world than there are five talent people. Oh, there 
are some people who seem to have it all. I won't deny that. But most of us are just one or 
two talent servants. 
 
Well, it is obvious that the star, or we might say the villain, of the story is the one talent 
man. The salient question is: why did he choose to do nothing with the one talent that had 
been given to him? We are not really given the answer. We are left to speculate. And that 
is precisely what I would like to do this morning. Let us speculate about his inaction... 

1.  Is his inaction due to the fear of failure?  
2.  Will one little talent make a difference? 

 
Our Greatest Enemy 

The greatest enemy of faith is not doubt; the greatest enemy of faith is fear.  Most of 
the world is controlled by fear, petty and big. Petty fears control people; great fears 
control nations. We could feed all the people in this world if we would stop building arms, 
but we are afraid. In the Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount) Jesus said, "Those of you who 
make peace will he happy. You will be God's own."  
Yet even Christians are preoccupied with fear and protecting ourselves because we don't 
believe what Jesus said. The Sermon on the Mount is an antidote to fear. But we have never 
seen fear as the crucial issue, only "doubt." 
(by Richard Rohr from Radical Grace, p. 349) 



 
Service 

Sir Michael Costa, the celebrated conductor, was holding a rehearsal. As the mighty chorus 
rang out, accompanied by scores of instruments, the piccolo player--a little pint-sized 
flute--thinking perhaps that his contribution would not be missed amid so much music, 
stopped playing. Suddenly, the great leader stopped and cried out, "Where is the piccolo?" 
 
The sound of that one small instrument was necessary to the harmony, and the Master 
Conductor missed it when it dropped out. The point? To the Conductor there are no 
insignificant instruments in an orchestra. Sometimes the smallest and seemingly least 
important one can make the greatest contribution and even if it doesn't seem to make that 
big a difference to the audience at large, THE CONDUCTOR KNOWS IT right away! 
 
In the Church the players and the instruments are diverse-different sizes, different 
shapes, different notes, different roles to play. But like the piccolo player in Sir Michael's 
orchestra, we often in our own sovereignty decide that our contribution is not significant. 
Our contribution couldn't possibly make a difference. And so we quit playing. Stop doing 
that which we've been given to do. We drop out. But the Conductor immediately notices. 
From our perspective, our contribution may be small, but from His, it is crucial. 
I just have to believe I'm talking to some piccolo players this morning, who have dropped 
out of the orchestra, for whatever reasons: pain, exhaustion, insecurity, criticism, laziness, 
misbehavior.  Convinced that your contribution doesn't mean a hill of beans in the bigger 
scheme of things.  We have buried our talent in the ground. 
For all piccolos who won't play, or at least aren't playing, Jesus has something to say. 
(Adapted from Blowing Your Horn by Richard Love) 
 

Fulfilling Your Calling 
An anonymous writer has said, "My small son and I were taking a walk. In the far corner of 
the field we found a small patch of beautiful and fragrant flowers. They were in the middle 
of weeds, almost completely hidden and unnoticed, yet these flowers were blooming in full 
beauty and we sensed their fresh fragrance. All of us have met persons unnoticed by many, 
but who in the middle of struggle and unlikely surroundings far from the center of attention 
live lives of beauty and fragrance. And living lives which seemed obscure they faithfully 
fulfilled God's calling for them. God's question on the last day will not be, 'How much were 
you noticed?' or even 'How much did you do?' Rather, his question will be, 'Were you 
faithful in fulfilling your calling where I placed you?' "  (by Peter J. Blackburn from Using 
What We Have) 
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