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Stop blaming others and start doing good: 

There is an old and funny little anecdote that goes something like this. An elderly 
man who was quite ill said to his wife, “You know, Sarah, you’ve always been with me 
– through the good and the bad.  Like the time I lost my job – you were right there 
by my side.  And when the war came, and I enlisted – you became a nurse so that you 
could be with me.  Then I was wounded, and you were there, Sarah, right by my 
side.  Then the Depression hit, and we had nothing – but you were there with me.  And 
now here I am, sick as a dog, and, as always, you’re right beside me.  You know 
something, Sarah — you’re a jinx! You always bring me bad luck!”  
 
There is a part of us that is tempted to look for somebody else to blame for all the 
things that go wrong in our lives.  More often than not, we blame the very people we 
once looked up to for an answer.  Today’s first reading from the book of Job is a 
futile attempt to answer the perennial question, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” The Gospel shows us how Jesus spent himself in alleviating the pain and 
suffering around Galilee by his preaching and healing ministry rather than by 
pondering on universal solutions for the problem of worldwide evil.  
 

Healing love of Jesus: 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806 – 1861) was one of the most prominent poets of 
the Victorian era. Her poetry was widely popular in both England and the United 
States during her lifetime. Her 1844 volume Poems made her one of the most popular 
writers in the country at the time and inspired Robert Browning to write to her, 
telling her how much he loved her work. Elizabeth had become an invalid and had 
suffered for many years, unable even to lift her head from her pillow.  
 
But then one day she was visited by Robert Browning. It was love at first sight.  
In just one visit, he brought her so much joy and happiness that she lifted her head. 
On his second visit, she sat up in bed.  
On the third visit, they started dating and soon got married!   
 
Love can heal us physically. No wonder, as today’s Gospel tells us, people were healed 
by coming into physical contact with Jesus! He was Love Incarnate… and that’s what 
he is calling us to be today: Love made flesh; Love personified; Love lived out. This 
is the first point. Love can heal our bodies. Love can heal physically. 
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“You’re so kind.” 

A few years ago, in Sweden, a nurse working in a government hospital was assigned 
to an elderly woman patient. This patient was a tough case. She had not spoken a 
word in three years. The other nurses disliked her and tried to avoid her as much as 
they could. Basically, they ignored her. But the new nurse decided to try 
“unconditional love.” The elderly woman patient rocked all day in a rocking chair. So, 
one day the nurse pulled up a rocking chair beside the lady and just rocked along 
with her and loved her. Occasionally, the nurse would reach over and gently touch 
and pat the hand of the elderly woman. After just a few days of this, the patient 
suddenly opened her eyes and turned and said to the nurse, “You’re so kind.” The 
next day she talked some more and incredibly two weeks later, the lady was well 
enough to leave the hospital and go home!  Of course, it doesn’t always work like that, 
but studies are accumulating which show without question that love has healing 
power. Today’s Gospel describes how Jesus demonstrated the love and mercy of God 
his Father for His children by his teaching and healing ministry. 
 

Saving the broken pieces: 
At the Royal Palace of Tehran in Iran, you can see one of the most beautiful mosaic 
works in the world.  The ceilings and walls flash like diamonds with multifaceted 
reflections.  
 
Originally, when the palace was designed, the architect specified huge sheets of 
mirrors on the walls. When the first shipment arrived from Paris, they found to their 
horror that the mirrors were shattered.  The contractor threw them in the trash 
and brought the sad news to the architect.  
 
Amazingly, the architect ordered all of the broken pieces collected, then smashed 
them into tiny pieces and glued them to the walls to become a mosaic of silvery, 
shimmering, mirrored bits of glass.  
 
Broken to become beautiful! It’s possible to turn your scars into stars. It’s possible 
to be better because of the brokenness.  
 
Never underestimate God’s power to repair and restore. Today’s Gospel describes 
how Jesus brought healing to so many broken-hearted people. (Robert 
Schuller; quoted by Fr. Botelho).  
 


