All Saints - 2022

A pumpkin story:
"What is it like to be a Christian saint?" "It is like being a Halloween pumpkin. God picks
you from the field, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off you. Then he cuts off the
top and scoops out the yucky stuff. He removes the pulp of impurity and injustice and
seeds of doubt, hate, and greed. Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light
of holiness inside you to shine for the entire world to see.” This is the Christian idea
behind the carved pumpkins during the Halloween season.

Reasons why we honor the saints:
1- The saints put their trust in Christ and lived heroic lives of Faith. St. Paul asks us to
serve and honor such noble souls. In his Epistles to the Corinthians, to Philip, and to
Timothy, he advises Christians to welcome, serve and honor those who have put their
trust in Jesus. The saints enjoy Heavenly bliss as a reward for their Faith in Jesus.
Hence, they deserve our veneration.
2- The saints are our role models. They teach us by their lives that Christ's holy life of
unconditional love, mercy, and forgiveness can be lived with His grace by ordinary people,
of all walks of life and at all times.
3- The saints are our heavenly mediators who intercede for us before Jesus, the only
mediator between God and us. (Jas 5:16-18, Ex 32:13, Jer 15:1, Rv 8:3-4).
4- The saints are the instruments that God uses to work miracles at present, just as He
used the staff of Moses (Exodus), the bones of the prophet Elisha (IT Kgs 13:21), the
towel of Paul (Acts: 19:12) and the shadow of Peter (Acts 5:15) to work miracles.

"But that's the man you could be.”

A story is told of a traveling portrait painter who stopped in a small village hoping to get
some business. The town drunk — ragged, dirty and unshaved — came along. He wanted
his portrait done and the artist complied. He worked painstakingly for a long time,
painting not what he saw but what he envisioned beneath that disheveled exterior.
Finally, he presented the painting o his customer. "That's not me," he shouted. The artist
gently laid his hand on the man's shoulder and replied, "But that's the man you could be."
— Today's feast reminds us that we all can become saints. St. Augustine asked: " If he
and she can, why can't I?" (Al Carino).



