
Lent 3A – March 8, 2026 
 

Some Things Must Be Shared 
A Mercedes-Benz TV commercial shows one of their cars colliding with a concrete 
wall during a safety test. Someone then asks a Mercedes engineer why their company 
does not enforce their patent on their car's energy-absorbing car body. The 
Mercedes' design has been copied by almost every other car maker in the world in 
spite of the fact that they have an exclusive patent. 
The engineer replies in a clipped German accent, "Because in life, some things are 
just too important not to share." 
 
Wow! What a great statement. Some things are just too important not to share. As 
Christians we believe that the good news of Jesus Christ is one of those things that 
is too important not to share. No, that is an understatement. We believe that Jesus 
Christ MUST be shared with our friends, our neighbors, the world. The work of 
sharing the news of Jesus Christ we call evangelism. The Christian faith has been 
advanced through the ages by people who were willing to take upon themselves the 
responsibility of being evangelists - those who spread the good news of Christ. 
(by King Duncan from Collected Sermons, www.Sermons.com) 
 

An Unexpected Evangelist 
This wonderful man was not well educated and his manner was somewhat rough and 
crude. He became a Christian and took the Lord's requirement seriously. He kept 
pestering his pastor to put him to work. Finally, the minister handed him a list of ten 
names with this explanation: "These are all members of the church, but they seldom 
attend. Some of them are prominent people in the community. Contact them about 
being more faithful. Here is some church stationary to write letters. Get them back 
in church." The man accepted the challenge with rugged determination and 
enthusiasm.   
 
About three weeks later a letter from a prominent physician whose name had been 
on the list arrived at the church office. Inside was a large check and a brief note: 
"Dear Pastor, Enclosed is my check for $1,000 to help make up for my missing church 
so much, but be assured that I will be present this Lord's Day and each Lord's Day 
following. I will not by choice miss services again. Sincerely... P.S. Would you please 
tell your secretary that there is only one `T' in dirty and no `C' in Skunk." 
 



Ah, those unexpected evangelists. To this day, that nameless Samaritan woman, the 
first unexpected evangelist, is revered in many cultures.  
 
In southern Mexico, La Samaritana is remembered on the fourth Friday in Lent, when 
specially-flavored water is given to commemorate her gift of water to Jesus. The 
Orthodox know her as St. Photini, or Svetlana in Russian. Her name means "equal to 
the apostles," and she is honored as apostle and martyr on the Feast of the 
Samaritan Woman. 
 
Can you do what she did? Invite friends and neighbors? Of course, you can. 
(by David E. Leininger from Collected Sermons) 

 
A New Creation 

Once there was a man on a train going across the desert in Arizona.  He was the only 
person in the car who had not pulled down the window shades to keep out the glare 
of the hot sun on the parched earth. In contrast to the other passengers, he kept 
looking out his window, and seemed actually to enjoy the dismal scene. After a while 
the curious man seated across the aisle, asked, "Sir, what do you see in that 
wasteland that makes you smile?" "Oh," he replied," I'm in the irrigation business, 
and I was thinking if we could only get water to this land that the desert would 
become a garden." 
  
That's what Jesus is teaching His disciples. He wants us to see the world's people 
as He sees them. Every one of them is precious in His sight. By divine grace, they 
can become a new creation, made beautiful in holiness. 
 (by Robert E. Coleman from Evangelism: Behold the Harvest!) 
 
 


