Pentecost - 2022

"Oh, it sleeps about eighty.”

A family driving a large camper pulled up in front of the Church just as the
pastor started foward home. Desiring to be friendly, the pastor introduced
himself and expressed his admiration for the camper. The man of the family
told him rather proudly: "This camper sleeps eight people.” Then he asked:
"What is the capacity of your Church, Pastor?” The beleaguered pastor
replied rather glumly, "Oh, it sleeps about eighty.” — It is embarrassing
sometimes how little the modern-day Churches resemble the Church that
first Pentecost: the sound of a wind-storm, tongues of fire, disciples
speaking in different languages, thousands being added to the Church and
lots of excitement - excitement everywherel

High tide of the Holy Spirit:

A ship strayed off course near San Diego some years back. It became stuck
in a reef at low tide. Twelve tugboats were unsuccessful in their attempts to
budge it. Finally, the captain instructed the tugs to go back home. He sighed,
"T'll just be patient and wait." He waited until high tide. All of a sudden, the
ocean began to rise. What human power could not do, the rising tide of the
Pacific Ocean did. It lifted that ship and put it back into the channel. —
Something like that happened to the early Church on the Day of Pentecost.
They were all fogether in one place, waiting, wondering, praying, when
suddenly the tide of Holy Spirit rolled in and they were transformed.

Power can be used in at least two ways: it can be unleashed, or it can be
harnessed. The energy in ten gallons of gasoline, for instance, can be
released explosively by dropping a lighted match into the can. Or it can be
channeled through the engine of a Datsun in a controlled burn and used to
transport a person 350 miles. Explosions are spectacular, but controlled
burns have lasting effect, staying power.

The Holy Spirit works both ways. At Pentecost, he exploded on the scene;
His presence was like "tongues of fire" (Acts 2:3). Thousands were affected
by one burst of God's power. But He also works through the church--the
institution God began to tap the Holy Spirit's power for the long haul.
Through worship, fellowship, and service, Christians are provided with
staying power.



"Now you know where God lives.”
(In a Reader’s Digest's article, quoted by Fr. Simplicio Apalisok in his homily
book, an author tells how as a child, he was captivated by the sight of an old
man prayerfully peering into an old cistern. Intrigued about what the old man
was looking at, the boy edged up to the cistern and tried to see over the
ledge. The old man held him with his shovel-like hands helped him over the
ledge of the wheel. "Do you know who lives there?" the old man asked. The
frightened boy shook his head. "God lives there. Look!" but the boy only saw
his reflection in the still water. "But that's me,” said the boy. — “"That's
right," said the old man. "Now you know where God lives."
(https://justmehomely.wordpress.com/2012/05/19/pentecost-sunday-year-
b/)

Holy-Roller Service:

A little girl was visiting her grandmother in a small country town in the
Southern United States. They attended a very emotional religious service,
where people expressed their feelings by jumping about and shouting; it was
what we might call a "Holy Roller” service. The little girl asked her
grandmother if all that jumping meant the Holy Spirit was really there. Her
grandmother said. "Honey, it don't matter how high they jump up! It's what
they do when they come down that will tell you if it's the real thing!" — It
would be good if we were a little more enthusiastic about our religion, but
what matters is what we do in everyday life. Does the Holy Spirit have a
practical effect on our daily life? In what way? (Gerard Fuller in Stories for
all Seasons, quoted by Fr. Botelho).

Filled with the Holy Spirit
You have probably been in a restaurant where the waitress has asked, "Can I
warm up your coffee for you?" The cup may be half-full and cold after
sitting on the table for a while. When she pours the new coffee in, she
refills and warms up the cup.

Maybe you are spiritually cold and empty. It doesn't have to stay that way.
Quit trying to live in your own power and strength. Ask God to fill you with
the Holy Spirit right now.

(Kent Crockett, The 911 Handbook, Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers,
2003, 93)



