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Faith Formation Vision Statement 
 
The Parishes of Southington’s Faith Formation Program seeks to provide opportunities for 
children and adults to grow in their knowledge of God and the Catholic Faith, prepare for and 
celebrate the sacraments and liturgy of the church, and fulfill their baptismal call to holiness in 
family, church, and society.  
 
 
The Mission of Faith Formation: 
 
“Catechesis is intimately bound up with the whole of the Church’s life . . . her inner growth and 
correspondence with God’s plan depend essentially on catechesis” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church no. 7) 
 
At the heart of Catechesis is the mission of evangelization, to proclaim the Kerygma (Gospel 
Proclamation). It is through this proclamation that leads way to conversion of heart and mind to 
Jesus Christ, through which Catechesis can then expand. 
The Kerygma contains five key components: 

1. God is love and has created me for relationship with him. 
2. I have broken my relationship with God by my Sin 
3. Jesus restores my relationship with God through his life, death and resurrection. 
4. Jesus invites me to give my life to him. 
5. Jesus has poured the Holy Spirit into my heart to bring me to new life in His Church. 

 
Through all of the lessons in Catholic education, the Kerygma must be at the center for 
transformation and growth in the faith to come about. It is about transitioning from knowledge of 
the church’s teachings to an interior belief followed by real action—as it must (through the Holy 
Spirit) penetrate the heart.  
 
Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, mentioned the importance of the 
Kerygma as the foundation of all Faith Formation.  
 
“In catechesis too, we have rediscovered the fundamental role of the first announcement, or 
kerygma, which needs to be the center of all evangelizing activity and all efforts at Church 
renewal...it is the principal proclamation, the one which we must hear again and again in 
different ways, the one which we must announce one way or another throughout the process of 
catechesis, at every level and moment.”  
 
“We must not think that in catechesis the kerygma gives way to supposedly more ‘solid’ 
formation. Nothing is more solid, profound, secure, meaningful, and wisdom-filled than that 
initial proclamation. All Christians formation consists of entering more deeply into the 
kerygma.”  
 
(Evangelii Gaudium 164, 165)   
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With the Kerygma at its heart, the goal of Catholic education is to educate the whole 
person: spiritually, morally, emotionally and intellectually. As co-educators of your children, we 
hope to involve you, the parent(s) and/or guardian(s), in the religious education of your children, 
by providing you with an opportunity to participate in specific events and the liturgical life of our 
unified parish family. 

We believe that each individual is gifted by the Holy Spirit for the growth of the 
community and for the building up of the Body of Christ, the Church. Each student can add 
something to the faith-growth of their entire class. We will encourage them to reflect on their 
lives and about what they are learning from the Church’s tradition; they will dialogue together, 
sharing questions, observations, discoveries, and perspectives. Prayer will become part of their 
relationship with God, with Jesus Christ, with Mary and with the Saints. 
 There is no authentic growth in faith that does not show itself in action, in how one lives. 
God’s word calls for a loved response, a change of lifestyle. The Catholic education of our 
students is not just a matter of understanding but living according to the ways of Jesus Christ and 
the Catholic community. Service is at the heart of this program, as throughout children will be 
prompted to think about and apply the teachings in their daily lives to become disciples of Christ. 
 
 
Course Information: 
 
Grades 1-6 will be engaged in the program Be my Disciple, which employs an effective 
approach to learning known as the spiral structure. This means that each year, kids will be 
reintroduced to familiar concepts at varying degrees of depth and understanding. The three 
overarching categories of the structure are Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Liturgical 
Year. The Spiral structure utilizes these overarching categories of learning and moves through 
the four pillars of the Catholic Church: We Believe (our creed), We Worship (our liturgy), We 
Live (our Moral code), and prayer and spirituality (which is spread throughout the other three). 
This allows all children of all ages to have some grasp of familiar concepts, in order to talk and 
share within our community of families. 
 
Family of Faith Events: The Parishes of Southington will hold 5 required Family of Faith 
events (grades 1-8) for the 2021-2022 program year (One of these events will occur prior to the 
start of the program and serve as a launch event). The times and dates for this first event will be 
announced in August. In addition to faith formation classes, the program year will hold 4 events, 
with three different sessions offered in their respective months to best accommodate busy life 
and work schedules, as well as the large size of the program. These events will take place in 
October, December, January, and March. The dates for these events are present on the parish 
websites. These Family of Faith events will include a lesson for all the families, as well as an 
activity. After the initial lesson, grades 1-4 and grades 5-8 will split up to focus on the lesson in 
age-appropriate ways.  This group faith experience will help apply what students have learned to 
how they worship and live, while also strengthening faith learning within the context of the 
family. Online sign-up for these event dates will be posted (and announced) online a few weeks 
prior to each event. 
 
Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and first Eucharist will occur in 3rd grade, 
with Reconciliation in the Fall and first Eucharist in the Spring. It will be taught in the regular 
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class time sessions listed on the parish websites. This will be in addition to the spiral structure of 
Be My Disciples. This sacramental preparation will not be a separate program to enroll in. 
 
Grades 7-8 will be engaged in thematic learning with two semesters for 7th grade, and two 
semesters for 8th grade. The 7th grade semesters will concentrate on the Old Testament and Life 
in Christ. The 8th grade semesters will concentrate on the New Testament and Christ in the 
liturgy. 
 
The Confirmation Program will be for Grades 9 & 10. The confirmation course will begin in 
the fall of 9th grade and go through the spring. Then, in the fall of 10th grade, there will be a 
retreat (for those 10th graders who have not yet attended a retreat during the previous year of 
their confirmation program) and a reconciliation service prior to receiving the sacrament. Both of 
these events will take place in October. The 10th grader will be confirmed in the fall following 
these two events. The date, time, and location for confirmation will be announced this fall. 
 
The Parishes of Southington will offer two session times for each grade level’s formation to help 
with the various schedules of today’s families. These dates and session times are available on the 
parish websites under the faith formation section. 
 
For the most current information, please continue to check the parish websites and bulletins. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, Adapted for Children: 
 
This process welcomes students who are between the Ages of 7-14 (whether baptized or not) and 
have not been catechized in a traditional parish Catholic Faith Formation Program. Children 
preparing to receive the Sacraments they have missed since Baptism, or seek to join the Catholic 
Church through Baptism, will attend classes on a regular basis, scheduled by Director of Faith 
Formation. The children will learn what it means to be a Catholic Christian and to enter into a 
relationship with God. After completing this process, students would register to rejoin their peers 
in the traditional parish Faith Formation Program, continuing on in their formation journey to 
learn and grow in their faith. If your Child has not been Baptized, or is baptized but has not 
attended Faith Formation, please email Patrick Reid at Southington.dre@gmail.com.  
 
 
Registration: 
 
A. Registration will take place as detailed on the parishes’ websites. An announcement will be 
placed in all the parish bulletins with the enrollment instructions. Enrollment will commence 
July 6th, 2021. Please submit registration to St. Thomas Parish.  
 
B. It is important that information be filled out completely on the registration form. All 
children—no matter if previous registered—who were baptized by one the Parishes of 
Southington, or another parish altogether, MUST have a copy of their baptismal certificate 
submitted along with the enrollment form.   
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C. Our current registration fee for grades 1-9 is $65.00 per child. This fee covers the cost of 
textbooks, supplies, and catechist manuals over the course of the year. Please submit this along 
with the enrollment form and baptism certificate. Any family who needs financial aid, please 
contact the Director of Faith Formation for more information. 
 
D. 10th Grade students, who have not yet attended a confirmation retreat, will be required to 
attend a Confirmation retreat held in October. The fee associated with this retreat will be $40.00 
per student. In addition to the retreat, there will be a reconciliation service for all 10th graders 
prior to Confirmation. 
 
Attendance: 
 
Students are required to attend all classes unless they are excused for illness, death in the 
immediate family, or special circumstances that have been previously discussed with the 
Director of Faith Formation. Parents are asked to email the office of Faith Formation when a 
child is going to be absent. 
 
A maximum of four classes may be missed for the above stated reasons. If a s student is absent 
for more than four classes without a legitimate excuse, he/she will be asked to repeat the grade 
next year. 
 
It is our policy to work in cooperation with all parent(s) and /or guardian(s) whose children have 
special circumstances that might have an impact on faith formation. Please call or email the 
Director of Faith formation to discuss any conflicting concerns. 
 
Food Policy: 
 
No food will be permitted by students in the classrooms in order to help protect those who have 
serious food allegories. They can bring water to class. 
 
Expectations for all Students: 
 

1. Students will show respect and courtesy at all times for teachers and other adults 
2. Students will show respect and courtesy to one another at all times 
3. Students will show respect for school and church property and the property of others 
4. The use of profane or obscene language or gestures will not be tolerated 
5. Students will not perform any action that will endanger their own safety or the safety of 

others 
6. Students are expected to come to class prepared at all times, with materials and 

assignments (if given). 
 
Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior: 
 

1. Parents will be called if a student has been disrespectful to teachers and/or other students. 
2. If this behavior is repeated, parents will be asked to come in for a conference with the 

Director of Faith Formation to discuss appropriate alternatives to displayed behavior. 
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3. If, after a conference, and sufficient time for behavior to be modified, there is no change 
in a student’s actions, he/she will be asked to leave the program. 

 
Cancelations: Please check local News authorities for snow cancellations. If the Public Schools 
are closed or dismissed early, our classes will not be held. If Classes are canceled due to weather 
conditions, please review with your children, the content of that week’s lesson at home. 


