
 

This was our first time having our own youth 
leadership as a mission team for VBS. The 
team learned each others saints and taught 
them to the elementary program. It was truly 
a relevant learning experience for all children 
and youth. 

 

 

St. Sylvester 

2020/2021 
Highlights 

Thank you for making the investment of time 
to be present and nurture the supportive      
relationships developed through youth       
ministry. 

The focus of our program this year was  devel-
oping stronger communication, deeper com-
munity relationships, and it openness to   
growing closer to God.   

This has been a great year despite       numerous 
challenges. We had many  memorable moments 
more than can possibly be shared in this       
bulletin. We genuinely appreciate each youth 
in the program. And celebrate their God given 
talents. We need the support & donations of 
parents, families and our parish community  
throughout the year to provide all that we are 
able to give to the youth. 

 

 

VBS 2020 



Middle school learned about respecting them-
selves, how our bodies are a temple, and 
learned the Beatitudes.   They also learned 
about Chiara Badano, a teen who radiated the 
light of Christ and was beatified by Pope Bene-
dict in 2010.  

High school leadership presented on choosing 
a sponsor and saint with impressive personal 
Christian witnesses of their lives all year!  

We talked about healthy relationships and role 
models. https://lifeteen.com/blog/are-you-
in-a-toxic-relationship/ The youth are grow-
ing and opening up in greater dialogue togeth-
er. 

We shared how the youth spend their time 
between family, school, their faith and more. 
The youth made a daily commitment to the 
sacrifice of time in prayer. We are enormously 
proud of them for striving to grow in Christ 
and their willingness to help guide their peers. 

Deacon George gave an in depth study of the 
Mass and behavior. Mask attendance is the  
utmost priority and the first step in making the 
parish your home. https://catholic-link.org/
trouble-understanding-the-mass-heres-a-
simple-explanation/ 

Much information was given about the history 
of the church and learning about different 
denominations. Being in a diocese there’s only 
4% Catholic across the panhandle we are 
greatly outnumbered and have a responsibility 
t o  k n o w  o u r  f a i t h .  h t t p : / /
www.catholicbridge.com/catholic/timeline-
of-catholic-church.php 

Youth helped address envelopes to American 
bishops urging them to not support companies 
which help fund Planned Parenthood 

We discussed some of the current scary mov-
ies, how the power of the prayer and the sac-
raments of the church win over evil. Horror is 

the only genre currently that shows the true 
church. https://www.americamagazine.org/
arts-culture/2019/06/26/eight-catholic-
horror-films-you-should-watch 

All youth ministry prayed the Rosary for Life 
rally, hosted Walk for Life at St. Sylvester and 
had discussion about the real history of Roe vs. 
Wade  

What we do with broken statues, rosaries, 
holy books and other sacramentals? - https://
catholicsay.com/how-to-dispose-of-worn-out
-sacramentals/ 
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Discussion Topics 

Confirmation 

Spaghetti  

Dinner  

fundraiser was a great success! We are humbled 
and  grateful for the generosity of all involved in 
our parish family. This fundraiser affords families 
the opportunity to fundraise the fees involved for 
Confirmation including Saint medals and retreat. 

St. Patrick's Day  

We hosted a dinner in support Mary Queen of 
Heaven Missionaries, raising over $2000 to 
rescue house and educate victims of human traffick-
ing https://www.mqhm.org 

  

R.O.C.K. Saints Festival 
Many thanks to all who participated in This is a wonderful 
event connecting all 3 groups of religious education   
classes. Many thanks to Culvers of Navarre for their   
donation. The costumed youth did a remarkable job and 
really impressed the elementary students!  

Cookies & Cocoa 
The youth served and greeted elementary children.    
Helping the families make beautiful gingerbread houses. 
Youth ministry had Adoration, then filled the little chil-

dren's shoes for Saturday's Breakfast with Santa. 
Breakfast with Santa is always a well attended 
parish social offering the elementary program 
students another opportunity to interact with the 

big kids in youth 
ministry. 



Tubing, Bowling 

Trunk or Treat 

Haunted Woods 

Tubing is always big fun and bowling is 
another exciting day away. Trunk or treat 
and Haunted Woods were both a big suc-
cess! Special thanks to Ricky Acosta and 
the Furey family for their commitment 
toHaunted Woods team. We hope to con-
tinue this tremendous community event. 

 

Mardi Gras Party & Parade 
We had a fun Mardi Gras teaching, party & pa-
rade. Many thanks to our Grand Knight Neal 
Carter who brought a firetruck and beads 
https://www.catholic.org/lent/mardigras.php  

Superbowl Party 
Thank you to the youth who made our Super-
bowl party a fun time! We are especially grateful 
and proud of those who cooked not to mention 
the youth who took the initiative to help clean 
up!  

Outdoor Movies 

We have enjoyed a few movies outside in 
the cooler months. 

Many kids came to Star Wars movie marathon! 
Thank you for making it a fun time for everyone. 
Despite the cold, the kids were so grateful that 
we got to watch outside at night 

 

 

Fun Times 
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Confirmation Retreat  
Camping out was a transformative experience for 
all confirmandi with rich testimony from      
leadership especially Gustavo who acknowledged 
that God doesn’t expect us to comprehend all 
His mysteries and offered the opportunity for 
many students to create intimate relationships.  

 

 

 

Bay Saint Louis Mississippi  
Our youth leadership team retreat was a fruitful team 
building experience.  We were blessed to be        
accompanied by Fr. Mike and have daily Mass.  Kids  
received a statue of Saint Joseph as a memorial from 
the trip in this year of Saint Joseph https://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope
-francis-proclaims-year-of-st-joseph.html 

 

St. Ann Retreat  
High School youth had wonderful time at the St. Ann retreat. They were 
praised by all at St. Ann for their unguarded joy, vulnerability, and friendship 
as so inspiring to their teens. Their reverence and knowledge are also truly 
empowering to witness. We plan              
to engage more with our neigh-
boring parish in the summer 
months.      

We have offered many away retreat opportunities this year. These times of reflection are deeply 
meaningful. Many thanks to Deacon Charlie, the Knights and Columbiettes, who generously donated to 
help make these events possible. If you are able to contribute to help make more retreats possible go to 
stsylv.org online giving . Enter youth and the amount you are willing to give. 

Retreats 
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Each week we give the youth a good lunch to 
allow them important time to visit. We try to 
have lots of fun with games and outside time. 
We spend time reading scriptures and showing 
how to find books, chapter, and verse. If your 
youth needs a bible, please remind them to just 
ask for one and we will give it to them. We are 
eager to provide the youth any tools available 
that will help draw them closer to Christ. 

We work diligently to include young people in 
the life and ministry of the parish but can not 
guarantee it happens outside of class, especially if 
t h e y  d o  n o t  a t t e n d  M a s s .                                    

You will never waste time in Mass or praying. 
Many team members have offered to bring youth 
to Mass weekly. Please know arrangements can 
be made to help your family celebrate the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass. 
h t t p s : / /
grottonetwork.com/keep-
the-faith/community/why-
young-people-leave-catholic
-church/ 

We thank all volunteers for 
contributing their time to 
this ministry. 

Reminders 

In preparation for Easter, Lenten practices of 
prayer, and almsgiving were presented as always. 
Rice bowl goals of $10 per family were easily 
achieved! 

Youth practiced every Friday during lent for the 
stations of the cross reenactment.  This was a 
deeply moving experience for all involved and 
witnessing. This is truly an opportunity for the 
youth to live the Scriptures and put themselves in 
the place of the characters of the Passion.  

Hosting the Easter egg hunt was a fun event for 
all children from the parish and a sweet service 
opportunity for the youth who assisted  

Easter 

Confirmation 
Confirmation Mass  was held on April 7th 
and many spiritually mature youth         
unselfishly served their peers. Our        
Confirmation program has been an        
effectively peer led ministry for 4 years with the youth    
committed to personally supporting confirmandi through the 
yearly preparation and beyond. 

Sacred heart 
of Jesus, I 

place all my 
trust in You! 



 

 
If you want it to be great here, make it great here. 



Almighty God, my parish is composed of    
people like me. I help make it what it is. It will 

be friendly if I am. It will be holy if I am. Its 
pews will be filled if I help fill them. It will do 

great work if I work. It will be prayerful if I 
pray. It will make generous gift so many causes 

if I am a generous giver. It will bring other  
people into its worship if I invite and bring 

them. It will be a parish family of loyalty and 
love, of fearlessness and faith, of compassion, 

charity and mercy if I — who make it what it is 
— am filled with the same qualities. Therefore, 
with the help of God, I will dedicate myself to 
the task of being all the things that I want my 

parish to be. Bless my journey, Lord God, I will 
dedicate myself to the task of being all the 

things that I want my parish to be. Bless my 
journey, Lord God that I might follow Jesus and 

build the Church for you glory. Amen  


