  
No matter how long or short the illness; no matter how young or old our loved one, death always startles us.  No matter how it has been anticipated, death always surprises us.  And so we journey together, trying to acknowledge the death which still seems unreal, and trying to comfort each other with the faith which is ours in Christ.  We believe that through Baptism we have died with Him and that through Him we shall know the fullness of life for all eternity.

The Order of Christian Funeral as observed by the Catholic Church – from the vigil service at the wake, to the celebration of the Funeral Mass, and the final commendation and burial – is a Journey of Faith.  In this ritual, we give our beloved dead to the Lord and support and console each other through our faith.  We encourage you, as you walk this journey, to participate in the Funeral Liturgy as fully as you can.

This Planning Guide is provided to assist you in making selections for the Funeral Mass of your loved one.  Suggestions are offered that you may wish to consider.  Please let us know if there are aspects of the Funeral Liturgy that need to be further explained.

Be assured that you and your loved ones hold special mention in our prayers at this time.  If there is any way we can be of assistance, we welcome your request.

May the love of God and the peace his Spirit brings, provide you with comfort and consolation.

The Parishioners and Pastoral Staff

of Corpus Christi-St. Bernard Parish

