
The Communion of 
Saints…

…Where Heaven meets 
Earth





What do we mean by “Communion of Saints?”
• It’s the Church—of which we are ONE group of Christ’s disciples in “relationship” 

(Cardinal George) with the others
1. Pilgrims or the “Church Militant”
2. Dead being purified (Purgatory) or the “Church Suffering”
3. Blessed in Heaven or the “Church Triumphant”

• This union is reinforced by an exchange of spiritual “goods” (CCC #954).

• Our natural eyes don’t see what is happening within our souls at the 
supernatural (spiritual) state.  A veil of sorts.
• We pilgrims’ prayers and deeds spiritually assist ourselves, other pilgrims, and the suffering
• The suffering, in purgatory, are being purified of the effects of previous sins’ selfishness by 

praying lovingly for others.  Pray for them (more later)!
• The triumphant, united most closely to Christ, “fix the whole Church more firmly in 

holiness.”  CCC #956

• We (pilgrims) are one of three—”…you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.” MT 
16:18



“I want to 
spend my 
heaven in 

doing good 
on earth.”

St. Therese of 
Lisieux



When is this communion happening?

• All the time!  The veil…
“At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. 

At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.”  1 Cor 13:12

• But particularly…
• Our private prayers and devotions – "O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us 

from the fires of hell, and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those in most 
need of Your Mercy".

• All Saints Day -- Holy Day “of Obligation” – November 1st (this Wednesday) 

• All Souls Day – November 2nd (this Thursday) 

• And especially…



In each and 
every Holy Mass 

celebrated

throughout the 
world and

throughout time
In the communion of saints, “a perennial link of charity 
exists…an abundant exchange of all good things.  In this 
wonderful exchange, the holiness of one profits others, 
well beyond the harm that the sin of one could cause 

others”  CCC 147x



The sun never really 
goes away, but it 
appears to.  It is not a 
new sun each morning, 
but a re-presentation 
of the same sun.

The Eucharist is kind of 
like the sun in that way.  
This perpetual sacrifice 
also never goes away.  
It is re-presented to us 
at each Mass.



St. Josemaria Escriva in Christ Is Passing By

“Through the communion of the saints, 

all Christians receive grace from every Mass that is celebrated,

regardless of whether there is an attendance of thousands of persons, 

or whether it is only a boy with his mind on other things who is there 
to serve. 

In either case, heaven and earth join with the angels of the Lord to 
sing: Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus...”



Our 
Mission:

Pilgrims in 
the 

universal 
call to 

Holiness

Truly…our heart’s 
desire:

“So be perfect, 
just as your 

heavenly Father is 
perfect.”  
MT 5:48



What 
do 
you 
see? 

“La 
Disputa”

by
Raphael



The 
Trinity 

(present 
to us in 
the Holy 

Eucharist)



St. 
Mary 

and St. 
John 

(leading 
us to 

Christ)



The 
Cross



The Four 
Gospels 
(inspired 

by the 
Holy 

Spirit)



Sts. 
Peter, 
Adam, 
John, 
David



Sts. 
Longinus,

Judas, 
Moses,

Matthew, 
Abraham, 

Paul



Choirs 
of 

Angels



Circa 1500s 
Popes, 

Theologians, 
Doctors, 

Public 
Figures



We Pilgrims?



Heaven 
Meets 
Earth

“La 
Disputa”



A suggested family activity.

A “stained glass” window of what 
that looks like to your family for the 

new St. Matthew’s church. 

The Communion 
of Saints…

…where Heaven 
meets Earth


