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s one Catholic Community we have come far
together. From our inception as Cardinal Spellman
school, to our St. Matthew parish beginning and
more recently with the dedication of our new church, with
faith in God and love for each other, we have continued
and embraced our journey together.
As this capital campaign draws to its conclusion,
discerning God’s will is paramount. Please join us from
January 21-29, for a Novena of reflection, prayer, and
faith in God and in each other.
Your Campaign Prayer Team
Co-Chairs: Lee Alday, Kevin Todd, Susan Tracy
Team: Mary Alday, Renee Anderson, Paula Banks, Tim & Terri
Burke, Rose Gleisberg, Denny Haun, Kim Hemrick, Kathy
Hynes, Linda Janeczko, Betty Johnson, Norma Kathman,
Tom Kopp, Nancy Leiber, Dick Lewis, Mark Lockwood, Jane
Lukasina, Blaise Martinick, Stephanie Mercer, Tom & Janet
Mlnarik, Janice Todd, Andrea Tomlinson, Diane Widhalm,
Crystal Wray

Thursday, January 21
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13
“Keep close to the Catholic Church at all times, for the Church alone can give you true peace,
since she alone possesses Jesus, the true Prince of Peace, in the Blessed Sacrament.”
St. Padre Pio
The year 2020 was filled with challenges. It was also a year of bright light for our St. Matthew Parish Family
as we witnessed the completion and dedication of our beautiful new church. As we look towards “continuing
the journey” and beginning a new chapter at St. Matthew, we ask that God open our hearts and minds to build
our Catholic community for His greater glory.
Most Merciful Father, We thank you for your strength and perseverance helping the faithful people of St.
Matthew see to completion the building of our new church “upon this rock”. Looking ahead, we ask for
continued guidance, so we can be Your hands reaching out to new members in our community by helping
them find spiritual shelter, love, and peace through the doors of our Catholic church. Amen.
Andrea Tomlinson

St. Matthew Catholic Community

Friday, January 22
“Be still and know that I am God.”
Psalm 46:11

God desires for all to come before Him and be
still. He is always present and waiting in the
Blessed Sacrament. Our new church is a sacred
place of prayer and worship. God invites us to
spend time there with Him in adoration. In the
silence, we are able to rest with Him, offering
prayers of thanksgiving. Our fears, anxieties and
pains are laid before our Savior. He reminds us
that He is God, and we are not. He reveals the
plans He has for our lives, while pouring out His
love and mercy. Let our parish family strive to
live the words of Saint Faustina, “I take refuge in
the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and I speak to
Him with profound silence (Diary 73).
Heavenly Father, bless our St. Matthew parish
family as we continue the journey in building
Your kingdom. Place a burning fire in our hearts
to come and be still with You in adoration.
Deepen our faith in believing that it is You truly
present body, blood, soul and divinity in the
Blessed Sacrament. Give us the graces to embrace
the silence and rest in Your presence. Quiet our
minds and open our hearts so that we can clearly
discern where You are leading us. Lord, guide our
journey and make holy all of our works in order
to bring You honor and glory. Amen.
Lisa Brandon

Saturday, January 23

“The one is like a person building a house, who dug
deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when the
flood came, the river burst against that house but
could not shake it because it was well built.”
Luke 6:48

I think of this as our church, our community. We
started slowly. We built the foundation strong.
Our foundation took many years and it is strong
and unified. We have weathered storms and have
remained strong. Now that community has a
church to carry and bring our faith to even more.

Divine Architect, you helped us build our
foundation on rock, strong and true. We are
grateful for the community we have and now for
our beautiful church built to honor you. Help
us to carry on your mission in our homes, in
our church families and to the world around us.
Amen.
Lee and Mary Alday

Sunday, January 24

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to carry out
everything I have commanded you. And know that I
am with you always, until the end of the world!”
Matthew 28:19-2

Our new Church is a rock and witness of our
Parish’s commitment to fulfill this discipleship
challenge. Within its walls we will baptize and
teach the next generation. Cardinal Spellman
School was the seed of this journey for many
of us. It is a testament of the discipleship of
our forefathers, who overcame great obstacles.
They met the challenge and did what the Lord
commanded in this passage so that His Word
and works would prosper. With help of the Holy
Spirit, the School evolved into a Parish and
with God’s grace a Church has been built. It is
now the rock that we can stand on for strength,
inspiration, and wisdom. Hopefully, it will
continue to be a radiant light in our community,
a visible reminder that God is with us always! We
must trust in Him to continue our journey to the
end of time.
Lord, God, hear our cries as your disciples,
wanting to go forward with your plan for us at St.
Matthew. Inspire us with your love, knowledge,
resources, and time to continue our journey. Let
our lives, even though short, be a reflection of
your goodness and light. It is well known that
our hearts will not rest until they rest in you! We
yearn to be with you for all eternity!
Norma Kathman

Monday, January 25
“Thank God! Give Him the praise and glory. Before
all the living, acknowledge the many good things He
has done for you, by blessing and extoling His name
in song. Before all men, honor and proclaim God’s
deeds, and do not be slack in praising Him.”
Tobit 12:6

It is astounding to me that the beautiful church
built by our Saint Matthew Parish has finally
come to completion after all the years. We have
been praying that the day would come for us
be able to worship our Lord in His wonderful,
dedicated house. Almighty God has inspired us
and encouraged us to proceed with building His
kingdom. We have been so blessed that so many
of our parish have come forward to make it all
happen. Only through Him have we come so far
and only with Him will we be able continue to go
forth and to flourish!
Lord God in heaven, we praise Your name and
thank You for all the blessings You have bestowed
on Your Saint Matthew Parish. Please, through
Your son Jesus, our Mother Mary, our patron Saint
Matthew, and all the saints, continue to bless us
in our mission to bring Your loving and healing
word to all our neighbors. Help us to continue to
bring all to Your house with welcoming love and
warm affection. Amen.
Dick Lewis

Tuesday, January 26
“Do not be afraid, only believe”
Mark 5: 36

“Now Faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see.”
Hebrews 11: 1
When life becomes hard and I am struggling with
so much debilitating pain from worry, and hurt
and doubt and I think of our Blessed Mother,
whose pain of watching her son being beaten and
tortured for doing nothing wrong but loving us,
and knowing this had to happen to save us from

our weaknesses, then my pain subsides and I pray
the “Our Father” and I think about who I am
talking to: the Hallowed One the One who loves
me in spite of myself. The only One who feels my
pain and knows exactly how badly I hurt, and
Loves me through the pain, and whispers, “It will
be all right, I am with you”.
Oh Hallowed One, the One who loves us beyond
what we think we can bear. Help us be thankful
for all this pain that brings us to You. Help us be
thankful for all your Hope and Faith. Help us to
want what You want for us, not only for ourselves,
but for this Sacred Place you have blessed us with.
When we walk into this Sacred Space, let us feel
the warmth of Your love, and to absolutely know
You are at our side. In your Holy and Blessed
Name we pray…………… Amen.
Crystal Wray

Wednesday, January 27
“And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your
Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let your
roots grow down into him, and let your lives be
built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the
truth you were taught, and you will overflow with
thankfulness”
Colossians 2:6-7
This scripture passage speaks to me as I continue
my journey with Christ and with the church.
My Catholic life is a journey and it is a form of
constant construction. Starting when I was young
with my very first introduction to Christ through
my parents, my First Communion, Confirmation,
and well into my adult life where I am continuing
to discover what Christ is to me as an individual
and how I fit into his community. If we ponder the
meaning of the passage and let ourselves be open
to him, invest in him, and build our lives around
and upon him, our faith will continue to grow,
we will in turn be better individuals who can go
out and teach to those who may not know and are
thirsting for something new, called Christ.
Dear Lord, guide us in our physical and spiritual
journey. Each day is an opportunity to strengthen

our faith. Give us the joy of your spirit and enable
us to grow tall and strong in you. Let us continue
to express gratitude and thankfulness for all the
blessings you have bestowed on us and the parish
community of Saint Matthew, in God’s name we
pray.
Stephanie Mercer

Friday, January 29
Forward in One Accord

“… If we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another.”
John 1:7-8
Humbled to be in this dwelling, Lord,
adoring the bronze crucifix before us.

Thursday, January 28
You are the light of the world. A city set on a
mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a
lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is
set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the
house. Just so, your light must shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
heavenly Father.
Matthew 5:14-16

Our beautiful new church building shines out
on 36th Street like “a city set on a mountain.”
We are justifiably proud of it. But the building
is not what Jesus is referring to in this passage.
The “you” in the original Greek is plural—he is
referring to all of us! We, the parishioners of St.
Matthew the Evangelist, are the “light” that must
shine out into our community. We are called to
be the hands and feet of Jesus, welcoming all who
come to us, demonstrating God’s mercy in our
actions and deeds.

Twenty-four years yearning to see
these gifts among us forever be:
Communion rails look upon our sanctuary,
where flawless craft breathes
over St. Joseph and Virgin Mary artistry.
Stained-glass windows of cobalt blue,
feeling the Holy Spirit shining through –
all because of You, Lord!
Talents of many gathered and planned
in common vision to build our church, the altar –
table of our Lord, not by the crafters’ hands alone,
but by the blessings of Your Almighty hands.
Beyond the cornerstone blessed,
let us now continue our quest:
with Your guidance, marching forward in one accord
to follow the light and serve You, Lord!
Rose Gleisberg

Heavenly Father, you gave us your only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not
perish, but might have eternal life. We humbly
ask you to grant us the grace we need to be faithful
disciples in completing your goal of bringing the
kingdom here to our community. Let us be the
light in the darkness, and may we show the face
of Christ to others. We ask this in communion
with all the saints. Amen.
Susan Tracy

continuing our journey
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