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FROM FR. LEO
Dear Parishioners,
We hear in Mark 10:45, “For even the son of
man did not come to be served but to serve and
to give his life as ransom for many”.
I am constantly amazed by the number of
people here who serve both this parish family
and the greater community. My guess is that
there are many here who rarely say no when asked to lend a hand.
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Much like in strong communities, there are pillars in a parish who support
and sustain its mission. People who consistently give of themselves; with
their time, their talent, their experience and expertise, and their passion
to continually make their parish a better place. Thankfully, we have many
such pillars here at St. Matthew.

CAMPAIGN VISION

It’s my privilege to introduce our Campaign Honorary Chair Couples, Jim
& Kathy McCoy and Russ & Edna Rolfzen. Both couples accurately fit the
description as pillars of our St. Matthew family. Their past and continued
involvement is inspirational. It’s been my privilege in getting to know
them as both pastor and friend.

Parish Council President

Other pillars in our parish family include our campaign Steering
Committee: Lee & Mary Alday, Al & Suzi Brunner, Tom & Lisa Deall,
Josie Haussermann, Rick & Mary Jo Holdcroft, Wade & Marcey Horton,
Dennis & Norma Kathman, Rich & Mary Lomax, Mike & Jane Lukasina,
Phil & Marylou McEvoy, Kevin & Janice Todd, Jim & Susan Tracy, Mark
& Crystal Wray.
The Steering Committee will review and advise the planning and
implementation of each phase of the capital campaign. As we navigate
thru Covid, their leadership and guidance is invaluable.
Shared in this newsletter are results from our pre-campaign planning
study. Parishioner feedback in this collaborative process, helped to solidify
our campaign objectives. Thank you to all who participated.
As always, I welcome your thoughts, questions and concerns about this
campaign and our parish family.
Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Leo Rigatuso

12330 S 36th Street Bellevue, NE 68123
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Planning Study Results

From Rick Holdcrof t,
In advance of our Continuing Our Journey capital
campaign, St. Matthew parishioners were asked
to share their thoughts, opinions and comments
(about the campaign) through a pre-campaign
planning study. Almost two-thirds (65.8%) of
active parish households participated.
Some of the survey highlights include:
• Ninety-three percent (93.69%) agree that St.
Matthew is effective in helping parishioners
to live their Sacramental Catholic Faith.
• Ninety-two percent (92.31%) are confident
in Fr. Leo and the lay leaders to make
prudent financial decisions for the parish.
• Ninety-six percent (96.83%) say the church
will have a positive impact on the parish.
• Ninety-six percent (96.37%) were aware that a
loan was needed to build the church.
• Ninety-four percent (94.09%) agree that the
loan was justified to build the church.
Central to the survey and necessary for campaign
planning were two underlying themes:
1) What are parishioners’ general understanding
of St. Matthews’ church debt?
2) What, in order, should be the primary
objectives of this campaign?
continue reading story on page 3

CAMPAIGN HONORARY CO-CHAIR COUPLE
Jim & Kathy McCoy

“I

n looking to the future, each of us must realize that
building this church is not just for everyone here. It’s
for those that are still to come; those that will join
our parish family,” says Jim McCoy, St. Matthew parishioner
since 1996.

came, Jim responded, “If your name is McCoy, get in the
car!”

Both Jim and Kathy, his wife of 68 years, had solid Catholic
upbringings which they have shared with their 8 children,
20 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Jim and Kathy
McCoy certainly understand what it means to be a family.

During his Air Force career, Jim had two tours at Offutt AFB
in Bellevue. When he retired in 1981, VJ Skutt offered Jim a
job at Mutual of Omaha, and the McCoy family returned to
Bellevue and joined St. Mary parish.

Growing up in Creston, Iowa, with 5 sisters and a brother,
Jim was taught by the Benedictines at St. Malecke grade
school and then at Maur Hill Academy in Atchison, Kansas.
A priesthood interest led Jim to stay in Atchison at St.
Benedict’s College.

Encouraged by their pastor at St. Mary, Jim and Kathy
joined a new parish in 1996, St. Matthew the Evangelist. Jim
was active in the Knights at St. Mary and was committed to
being active in their new parish.

With 3 brothers, Kathy (O’Connor) had a Catholic
upbringing in Davenport, Iowa. As a high school senior,
Kathy and her girlfriends from Immaculate Conception
would go to football games at St. Ambrose College.
By 1951, Jim had discerned out of the priesthood and had
enlisted in the Air Force. After Jim finished basic training,
with a focus on radar operations, he was sent to Michigan.
On one of his trips back to Iowa, Jim was introduced to
Kathy.
They met at a bonfire at St. Ambrose and began dating
shortly after. After graduating high school in 1951, Kathy
worked at the Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois.
With Jim stationed in Michigan and then Ohio, they
continually exchanged letters. On one trip back to Iowa,
they made wedding plans and were married on April 19,
1952. After a honeymoon trip in his fathers’ 1949 Hudson,
they took the train together back to Ohio.

The last move was to the Pentagon where Jim was Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force from 1979-81.

He jumped right in and with Leo Smith, Jim co-chaired the
first capital campaign at St. Matthew, to add a gym/worship
center on campus.
The McCoys relish their years at St. Matthew and embrace
their St. Matthew family.
Jim shares that “It’s so easy to get to know people here; they’re
friendly and welcoming; and they’re not rushing out of
Mass.” Kathy adds, “The people here love each other. When
our Michael died, St. Matthew had a very nice ceremony for
him. Our parish family stood with us, they embraced us,
and they loved us when we needed it most. In every sense,
this is truly a family.”
Jim and Kathy donated the St. Michael the Archangel
window to the church in memory of their son. Kathy shares,
“It’s very important that Michael will always be in the church
with us.”

Almost a year later, Debbie, the oldest of 8 McCoy children
was born. Following Debbie would be Jim, Terri, Barb,
Steve, Matt, Mike and Tom.

They’re excited about the new church. In sharing his vision,
Jim says, “Our new church is an invitation to people to come
here to St. Matthew, to meet and worship with Fr. Leo and
these people. When they experience that, they’ll want to be
a part of this wonderful St. Matthew family.”

Moving was part of Air Force life and the McCoy children
were born in many different places. When Debbie, as a
teenager, said she wouldn’t go when one transfer notice

“Our challenge is to prepare for them; to build our parish
hall and to financially strengthen the parish. That’s why this
campaign is so important.”

continued from page 1 - Campaign Vision
In the 2017 Upon This Rock campaign, parish leaders explained that:
• The new church building project would require 100% loan financing and that the campaign goal of $1.4 - $2.0 million
would be used to pay the up-front construction costs: architectural fees, construction loans, utilities.
• Follow-up campaigns would address the mortgage balance – now at $8.4 million.
In the construction planning process, it was agreed to remove the parish hall, bell tower and added parking from the plans,
due to loan financing restrictions set by the archdiocese.
In agreement with the archdiocese, parish leaders have identified the first objective of this campaign as the need to pay the
operating costs of the church for 3 years, or $1.5 million. (This includes interest only on the debt and all operating expenses).
As the Upon This Rock campaign revenue is projected to pass $3 million, it is assumed that St. Matthew might also raise $3
million, or more, in this campaign. Thus, the planning study survey asked the parish:
In considering options for allocating campaign revenue that exceeds $1.5 million, what in order, are your top two
preferences if the campaign raises another $1.5 million?
• Parish hall construction in the church basement
• Pay down the debt immediately
• Set aside 3 more years of monthly operational payments
Eighty percent (80.1%) in the survey, chose Parish Hall Construction as their first or second choice. With the approval of
the archdiocese, the St. Matthew – Continuing Our Journey campaign objectives are:
First Priority
Church Operational Expense (3 years)

$1.5 million

Second Priority
Complete Parish Hall

$1.5 million

Third Priority
Campus Improvements/Debt Retirement
Parish Hall Buildout Detail
• Banquet Seating for 375/Conference Seating 750+
o Receptions, funeral lunches, banquets, etc.
• Full kitchen
• ADA compliant restrooms
• Moveable walls for 8 more meeting rooms
• Storage: tables/chairs, etc.

Kitchen

Parish Hall

PINOT WITH THE PASTOR,
DEDICATION DONUTS, CELEBRATE
…and a little information too
Attending a campaign event is the best way to familiarize
yourself with our parish projects and capital campaign.
Three fun events occurred in December and three more are
planned for January. Each event includes refreshments, a brief
presentation and plenty of time for your questions.
In observance of Covid-19 restrictions, attendance is limited
and attendees are spread out - much like in Mass.
To help us plan appropriately, please rsvp by calling Jane
Lukasina at 402-960-8285 or by emailing Jane at tiggersnana@
yahoo.com, or by calling the parish office at 402-292-7418.
Include the event(s) you plan on attending and the number
of people attending. Better yet, increase the fun by bringing
parish friends or neighbors. We promise not to run out of
refreshments.
Thanks to our events team for their careful planning in this
Covid environment, and their handling of the hundreds of
details involved in every event.
Your Campaign Events Team
Co-Chairs: Josie Hausserman, Marcy Horton, Jane Lukasina
Team: Susanne Barmess, Lois Brom, Alvin Brunner, Bob
Gleisberg, Jeannie Goble, Dick Harrington, Sara Livergood,
Mary Kay Marshall, Carla Martinek, Missy McCool, Bill
Price, Jim Reardon, Russ Rolfzen, John Roth, Leo Smith,
Mauro Songcuan, Sherry Trupp

CAMPAIGN EVENTS Q & A

Delectable desserts served at the
“It’s all for Jesus” event on December 8.

Join Us

Please join us for one or more of these parsih
gatheringa as we celebrate the future of our
St. Matthew family.
CELEBRATE
Our Future
Friday, January 8th
7:00 pm

Some of the questions, with answers, from our campaign
events include:
Wasn’t the parish hall part of the Upon This Rock
campaign?

Yes. But the original financing objective was $11 million.
When the archdiocese required a more conservative loan of
$8 million, the parish building committee had to prioritize
objectives. So, the parish hall, bell tower and additional
parking were taken out of the plans.

Church Narthex

Pinot with the Pastor
Saturday, January 16th
Following evening Mass
Church Narthex

Will the rectory eventually be on campus?

Yes. As we’re able to demolish the old parish offices, the
rectory will be located there. The funding will come from the
sale of the current rectory and the surplus from our previous
campaign.

How long is the pledge payment period?

Dedication Donuts
Sunday, January 17th
Following Mass
Church Narthex

Three years

Will we be able to use Faith Direct for our pledge
payments?
Yes, many families are already fulfilling pledges this way.

Can we donate stock to the campaign?

Yes, the parish can accept stocks, bonds, mutual fund shares,
gold, grain, even cattle.

Happy
New
Year!

In observance of Covid-19 restrictions, we need to limit the
number of attendees to each event.
To help us plan appropriately, please RSVP your event(s)
and number attending to Jane Lukasina at 402-960-8285 or
tiggersnana@yahoo.com or by calling the parish office (402)
292-7418

Commitment Weekend • January 30-31, 2021

