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Summer 2020 

       

It has been a very interesting three months 
since the COVID 19 pandemic hit. All of us 
were completely caught off guard as to what 
this was, how it would affect us and how we 
would need to adjust in order to adapt and 
make the best of this situation.  

Thanks be to God, through the efforts of all 
the staff, volunteers and all of you that we 

hardly missed a step. We were up and running first with live-
streaming masses, drive through confessions and as soon as we 
were able to gather again, for the Holy Sacrifice of The Mass.  

Our school jumped into action as well - with classes cancelled 
and the building closed down to students the teachers had to 
quickly move from classroom instruction to an online learning 
model. I am so happy, proud and grateful for their flexibility and 
on the run adaptations in being able to finish out the school year 
on such a positive note with all that was happening!  

A few weeks ago we were able to welcome our RCIA candi-
dates, along with their sponsors into the Roman Catholic 
Church with a Saturday afternoon mass. By the time this 
newsletter is sent out we will have celebrated Confirmation 
with our students and their families. On June 14th our kids will 
receive their first communion with immediate family in attend-
ance. In spite of all the challenges to the parish, our fami-
lies  and the greater community, the Lord is providing and 
always faithful to His promises! 

I’m certain there will be more challenges and or adaptations 
ahead as we move through the summer months toward the 
fall.  With God’s grace, the intercession of Mary, Joseph, St 
Matthew and all the Saints we, The people of God, will move 
forward toward the glory, God the Father of Mercies has prom-
ised to all his faithful ones. 

May the Lord Bless you & all those you care for + 

Fr Leo 

From the Pastor — Father Leo Rigatuso 

Fellow Parishioners 
     What a crazy three months.  It is 
a credit to our parish that throughout 
this global pandemic, most of the 
business of the parish has contin-
ued.  School continued remotely, 
organizations met via zoom, and  
Greg Stoiber and Mike Gottschall 

kept the grass mowed. 
      Probably the biggest accomplishment has been the con-
tinuation of the building of our new church.  Essentially una-
bated, we are still on track for an 11 September completion 
date.  The outside of the building is essentially complete,  
rose windows are being installed, and we are discussing 
things like lighting schemes and landscape.  Our next news-
letter will be dedicated to the festivities of moving into our new 
building. 
     We also started to put together our Campus Master Plan 
with the help of the RDG Architecture firm.  With a focus out 

Parish Council—President Rick Holdcroft 
to 30 years, we hope to have a plan complete to show the parish 
during our next Capital Campaign.   
     Speaking of Capital Campaigns, the Upon-this-Rock 3-year 
campaign will end on 31 December 2020, just 7 months from now.  
This campaign did what it was designed to do, build a new church.  
Now we need to raise funds to service the mortgage, complete the 
Social Hall and look toward future capital projects campus wide.  
To that end, we are planning a new Capital Campaign October/
November of this year with pledges starting on 1 January 2021.  
More to follow on that in the next issue. 
       We just completed what appears to be a very successful An-
nual Appeal.  Despite the challenges of limited mass attendance 
due to the virus, the parish responded to Father’s letter and we 
are looking good on Annual Appeal pledges.  Thank you. 
      We are paying our bills, we have a new building and we have 
plans for a growing parish.  Things are looking good at St  
Matthew. 
 
Rick 



2 

     We were a couple weeks into the 

third trimester of school and Covid-19 

took hold of all of our lives.  This affect-

ed our school, by having our learning 

transition from the classroom into dis-

tance learning.  The St. Matthew teach-

ers were quick to adapt and provide 

instructions to their students the best 

we could.  Our parents kicked into ac-

tion and became the arms of the work our teachers were trying 

to do from a distance.   In the last two and a half months we 

tried to keep things as “normal” as possible.  We virtually cele-

brated: 

        - Field Day  

- Teacher Appreciation Week 

- One School One Book- We all read Wish Tree by Kathe-

rine Applegate and participated in activities including 

Wish Day on May 1 

- Talent Show 

- STEM challenge day 

- How to Video challenge 

     We also got to celebrate a few things in person (following 

social distancing guidelines) 

- We made house visits to all school families (sending 

birthday and well wishes) 

- School parade (teachers stood at the curb at school and 

school families drove through) 

- 8th grade graduation (immediate families only)  

- Confirmation 

- First Communion 

     We know that we will never forget the challenges that we 

faced adjusting quickly to this new way of learning.  We know 

that if this happens again, we will make adjustments to provide 

the best education. Our teachers give 110% to their students.  

They love their students, are dedicated to learning and know their stu-

dents to provide that personal learning to all.  It is what sets us above 

the rest!  Our community can thrive even during difficult times.  

     This year was the end of an era.  Mrs. Lisa Benson, our 1st grade 

teacher, retired from teaching after 17 years serving the St. Matthew 

Community.  Her dedication to our school will forever be treasured.  

She has touched so many lives. We wish her well as she retires in 

Texas with her husband.  

     If you’ve missed our newsletters, you can go to these links.  There 

are links to videos and many other great things we’ve done in these 

newsletters.  

March- https://www.smore.com/ht5ks 

April- https://www.smore.com/vatj2 

May- https://www.smore.com/8g3nc 

(Email me if you’d like to be added to our mailing list and receive these 

monthly during the school year.  acpalmer@schools.archomaha.org) 

     This summer on Fridays, you may notice small groups of students 

participating in social distance activities on campus from 9-noon.   With 

a limited number of students, a group of teachers will lead outdoor 

activities that will help ensure that our students are getting some safe 

socialization in order to make sure our kids’ social emotional well-being 

is taken care of.   

     Even during these difficult times, we feel the love and support of our 

parishioners.   

 

Thank you again for your continued support.  

Angie Palmer 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Update—Principal Angie Palmer 

 

What a time in history.  During the last Fish 

Fry I was talking with another member of 

WWG and she stated we were living dur-

ing a historical time.  At that time we  just 

didn’t know what that would entail. Not 

attending mass in person has been the 

hard thing for me. Who would have ever 

thought we could not attend mass in per-

son, that was unthinkable. 

We are looking forward to being able to gather for our 

meetings again hopefully in the fall. If you are in need of 

anything please feel free to contact a another member. 

Please stay safe and trust in the Lord. 

Sherry Trupp 
WWG President 

Women Working for God — Sherry Trupp 

https://www.smore.com/ht5ks
https://www.smore.com/vatj2
https://www.smore.com/8g3nc
mailto:acpalmer@schools.archomaha.org
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“Hurry up, sinners! You’re late. Yes, I’m picking on you!” My hus-

band couldn’t ignore Fr. Stolinski’s call to bring us to St. Matthew 

Parish. We moved back to Offutt Air Force Base in 2004. When 

we had lived here previously we had bounced between the base 

chapel and St. Matthew.  Our new house was four minutes from 

St. Columbkille, but we haven’t regretted our choice to make St. 

Matthew our parish family. We chose St. Matthew School for our 

two children. They received a top-notch education from PreK 

through 8th grade. Jack graduated 8th grade two weeks ago. We 

are especially confident he will be successful at Gross Catholic 

after all of the  ”zoom” school the St. Matthew teachers conducted 

starting immediately after quarantine began. Claire will start her 

senior year at Duchesne Academy. Her years at St. Matthew 

gave her great friends and a solid foundation for a successful 

high school career.  We have had the opportunity to meet so 

many people and be involved with so much in the St. Matthew 

Community. We can’t wait to worship in the new church building 

with all of our friends and to make new friends as those 700 seats 

fill. “It’s all for Jesus!”  

John, Rebecca, Claire and Jack Von Osterheldt 

Why we are parishioners—the  Von Osterheldts 

What a strange end to the school year! 
Due to the pandemic we were unable to 

provide many of the final activities we 
had planned for the students. However, 
we did get creative and were able to do 

some fun things virtually. We were still 
able to honor our teachers during 
Teacher Appreciation Week with gift 

cards. For the “8th Graders vs. Teach-
ers” event teachers and 8th graders 
competed virtually by recording them-

selves competing in different activities 

Parent Teacher Organization —  Vice President Alisha Olson 

that were assigned to them. Those videos were then 
submitted and a winner was determined. After all the 

events, the 8th graders were announced winners!! We 
were also able to hold the Spring Book Fair online which 
was very successful. We also had an election for our 

board and Carin Crampton and Teresa Metzger were 
elected as President and Secretary respectively. We 
aren’t quite sure what to expect for the next school year 

but we will make the best of whatever it brings!  

Alisha Olson  

Father’s request for your participation in the St. Matthew Annual Appeal was distributed on the weekend of May 23-24, 
2020.  Even though the collection of your responses is scheduled for the weekend of Pentecost (May 30-31), you can 
send your information to the office any time prior to July 1.  Thank you for your support of St. Matthew Parish. 
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 COVID Impact: 

Like the rest of the parish, the 

spring activities for the Knights 

have been (or might be) impact-

ed by the COVID-19 situation.   

The string of cancelled activities 

and fund-raising opportunities 

began in February with the can-

cellation of the last three Fish 

Fry events.  As the main fund raiser activity for the council 

each year, this has been a major detriment to our ability to 

exercise our commitment to charity.  Most significantly, the 

proceeds from the final Fish Fry each season are donated to 

the parish.  Not holding the fish fry will result in a loss to the 

parish of about $6,000.  We have also had to cancel a Spa-

ghetti Dinner (Maintenance fund) and a Pancake Feed 

(Scholarships) in May.  Our next Pancake Feed is scheduled 

for June 28
th
 and will depend upon our access to the kitchen 

as well as the then-effective social restrictions. 

Awards:  We continued to award Knight and Family of the 

month awards during the past quarter.  Knight of the month 

recipients for February – April were Chris Piccolo, Keith 

Weis and Ed Rausch.  Family of the month went to the Jim 

Mailhot, John Perez and John Beaudoin families respective-

ly. 

State Convention:  The Nebraska State Convention was to 

have been held in April but was cancelled due the pandemic.  

A later “officer only” remote meeting was held to determine 

state winners for all of the various programs and activities.  

Council 11879 had an excellent showing winning awards for 

Ongoing Projects (Minutemen), Supreme Faith Award (Day 

of Spiritual Reflection) and State Family Award (Support of 

Catholic Education).  The Supreme Faith award qualifies to 

be submitted to Supreme to compete at the national level.  

The most significant award was for our council to achieve “gold 

status” – one of only two councils in the state to do so.  And in a run

-off contest, we were named the “Best Council in Nebraska.”  

Spring Quarter plans: 

With the loss of revenue generating programs last quarter, we are 

looking for additional “money-maker” programs.  Potential events 

are, to host a free-will car wash in our parking lot, to sell fireworks 

on consignment (if we can get a source) and to hold a fish fry or 

hamburger drive-through event.  These are all in discussion status 

at this time.  We also hope to get back on schedule with our sched-

uled Pancake Feeds and Spaghetti Dinners. 

Council Elections: 

June is the month for annual officer elections for the council.  Elec-

tions will be held at our monthly Business Meeting on June 15th. 

On line Exemplification Ceremonies: 

Another bi-product of the COVID situation was the inability for 

councils to grow their membership by holding exemplification cere-

monies.  To ensure this would not have a severe negative impact, 

Supreme began holding on-line exemplification ceremonies where 

a new member can “attend” via computer in their own home.  With 

the recent change to combine the first through third degree ceremo-

nies into a single event, current fist degree Knights can also 

achieve full Knight status (3rd degree) via the same ceremony.  So 

far our council has added three new Knights via the on-line ceremo-

ny.  This is in addition to the four new Knights and ten current 

Knights that advanced to Full Knight in February 9 prior to the on-

line program) Supreme is continuing these on-line ceremonies eve-

ry week through June but has recently allowed councils to hold their 

own ceremonies in person as well. 

 

Vivat! Jesus 

Dave Boone 

Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus — Dave Boone 

Religious Education — Deacon Mark Evening Prayer of Pentecost mentioned above reminds us that 

each day is a new beginning as we ask God to “…let the Spirit 

you sent on your Church to begin the teaching of the gospel 

continue to work in the world through the hearts of all who be-

lieve.”  How Extraordinary is each day and the Holy Spirit uses 

us, as the believing members of His Church, to share the good 

news of the Extraordinary! 

 During this time of year, we also celebrate those who 

have received the Sacraments of Baptism, first Penance and 

Reconciliation, first Eucharist, and/or Confirmation.  These are 

the members of our Church who received their religious for-

mation, in part, through RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults) or formation through St. Matthew’s school or Religious 

Education program.  We earthbound pilgrims rejoice, along with 

the Saints and Angels in Heaven and the Holy Souls in Purga-

tory, that God is glorified by our brothers and sisters receiving 

the great graces of these new, to them, Sacraments.  Saint 

Paul teaches us in the Sacred Scripture readings from the Pen-

tecost Sunday Mass, we are one body in Christ comprised of 

many parts.  The body is made more complete and is strength-

ened by the intensification of the gifts of the Holy Spirit within 

these new Sacrament recipients.  They, and all of us “who be-

lieve”, are now sent forth to begin the teaching of the gospel.  

This is a truly Extraordinary mission entrusted to us all.  Come 

Holy Spirit! 

 

Deacon Mark White 

“God our Father, let the Spirit you sent on 

your Church to begin the teaching of the 

gospel continue to work in the world 

through the hearts of all who believe.”  With 

this prayer at the end of Evening Prayer 

(“Vespers”) on Pentecost, our Church offi-

cially concludes the Easter season and the 

season of Ordinary Time begins.  Why is 

the Church’s distinguishing amongst the 

seasons of the Liturgical Calendar im-

portant?   Perhaps we can get some insight 

into the importance of the liturgical cycle by considering what 

many people are experiencing in this COVID-19 environment.  

As we proceed through these months of the social distancing 

that has so affected our lives, we share with a lot of people the 

need to double- or triple-check (watches, phones, calendars) to 

determine even what day of the week that it is.  We look up and 

are shocked that it’s June…one day had blurred into another and 

so on for the months.  Unless we pause to reflect, routineness, 

monotony, and isolation can cause us to struggle to recall what 

is special about this day, or this hour, or this minute.  The same 

can happen in our spiritual life.  Left to routine, the Extraordinary 

can become very ordinary or even neglected.  That’s not meant 

with any form of judgement.  But, is instead acknowledged by 

the thousands of years of wisdom of our Church and conse-

quently a main point in the beauty of her liturgical cycle.  The 
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COVID-19 makes it a great time to sign up for FREE FORMED ACCOUNT! 

 
Don’t waste your precious God-gifted time this summer. Don’t practice social-distancing from God! 
Learn more about your faith and grow closer to God.  Visit FORMED.org, click “Sign Up”, click “I be-
long to a Parish or Organization”, type in “St. Matthew The Evangelist” (12210 S. 36th St., Ste A Belle-
vue, NE), click “next”, create your FREE New Account. Enjoy the Catholic faith On Demand. Thou-
sands of movies, programs, audio talks and books instantly for adults, children, and families. FREE 
App also available. Go to https://leaders.formed.org/liturgical-calendar/ for suggestions throughout 
June. Here’s a sample: 
 
 

 
1 - ST. JUSTIN MARTYR      3 - ST. CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS 
Watch: Cat Chat Season 1, Episode 4: Building the Kingdom  Read: Golden Legend of Young Saints by Henri Daniel-Rops 
Read: Four Witnesses 
Listen: Lessons from the Early Church Fathers 
 
5 - ST. BONIFACE      6 - ST. NORBERT 
Watch: Kristoph and the First Christmas Tree   Read: The Young People’s Book of Saints 
Read: The Young People’s Book of Saints 

 

Adult Faith Formation — Kevin & Janice Todd  and Sue Tracy 

Bible Study in Community—at a Social Distance 
Like just about everything else in our lives, the pandemic upended our spring Bible study.  We were not 
able to finish our last session of the Gospel of Matthew, and had to shelve our plans to do an in depth 
study of the Sermon on the Mount.  But I have to trust that the Holy Spirit is at work in all of this, calling us 
to think about new ways to connect and learn about Scripture.   

Usually, we take the summer “off” from organized study; however, I would like to challenge you to keep 
growing in faith through knowledge of God’s Word.  Whether or not you attend daily mass, take a few 
minutes each day to read the daily scripture readings.  I use a daily reflection book called Give Us This 
Day, published by Liturgical Press (www.litpress.org), but there are many others, including several online 
daily reflections.  Creighton University has excellent resources at https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/daily.html.   

If you would like to explore a subject more fully, Little Rock Scripture (www.littlerockscripture.org) has many 
individual studies that can be done at home, including several short studies on specific topics such as 

Mary, Trust, Finding Peace, The Kingdom of God, Forgiveness, and Baptism.  Although it is almost always helpful to study “in 
community,” you may find that you are able to enhance your prayer life with the help of these brief books.   

Although I don’t know what things will look like in the fall, I am hopeful that we will be able to gather together again as a communi-
ty of faith to study Scripture.  It may look very different from what we have done in the past, but the Spirit will be there with us—
even if it’s on Zoom!  Please email me with your concerns and suggestions: srtracy2@icloud.com.  I would love to hear from each 
of you about how you are using God’s Word to help you through this unprecedented time. 

Susan Tracy 

https://leaders.formed.org/liturgical-calendar/
https://watch.formed.org/videos/building-the-kingdom-learning-about-the-saints
https://watch.formed.org/golden-legend-of-young-saints-by-henri-daniel-rops
https://watch.formed.org/four-witnesses-the-early-church-in-her-own-words-by-rod-bennett
https://watch.formed.org/lessons-from-the-early-church-fathers-by-mike-aquilina
https://watch.formed.org/kristoph-the-first-christmas-tree-a-legend-of-st-boniface
https://watch.formed.org/the-young-people-s-book-of-saints-by-hugh-ross-williamson
https://watch.formed.org/the-young-people-s-book-of-saints-by-hugh-ross-williamson
http://www.litpress.org
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/daily.html
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/daily.html
http://www.littlerockscripture.org
mailto:srtracy2@icloud.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2020 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Finance Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm SVDP –  

                    Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:30 Hearts Afire 
 

7pm Baptism Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm SPSSC Meeting  

Eucharistic  

  Adoration—24 hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

7pm Baptism Class  

 

 

 

6pm Security  

                   Meeting 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 

 

 

 

 

2pm Construction 

                  Meeting 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Hearts 

                    Afire 
 

7pm Knights of  

               Columbus 

   

 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 
 

7pm Knights of  

                Columbus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Building 

Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Parish Council 

 6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

1pm First  

             Communion 
 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

2pm Construction  

                Meeting 

 

 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

 
 

6:30 Hearts Afire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 
 

11:30am KofC  

             Installation 
 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2020 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Finance Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:30 Hearts Afire 
 

7pm Knights of  

                Columbus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm SPSSC Meeting  

Eucharistic  

  Adoration—24 hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 

7pm Knights of 

                 Columbus 

 

 

 

 

2pm Construction 

                  Meeting 

 

 

 

6pm Security 

                 Meeting 

 

6:30pm Hearts 

                    Affire 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm SVDP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Building 

Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

 

 

         

 
 

 

7:30am Pancake 

                       Feed 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

2pm Construction  

                Meeting 

 

 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

 
 

6:30 Hearts Afire 

7pm Baptism Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2pm Prayer Shawl 

 

5:30pm Holy Hour 

 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August 2020 

   

 

 

 

5pm Spaghetti  

                       Dinner 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Finance Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 
 

7pm Knights of  

                Columbus 

 

 

 

2pm Construction 

                  Meeting 

 

7pm SPSSC Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 

7pm Knights of 

                 Columbus 

 

 

 

 

2pm Construction 

                  Meeting 

 

 

 

6pm Security 

                 Meeting 

 

6:30pm Hearts 

                    Affire 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm SVDP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Building 

Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 
 

6:30pm Hearts 

                       Afire 

7pm Baptism 

Class 

 

 

 

7:30amPancake Feed 

 

 

 

5pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2pm Prayer Shawl 

 

5:30pm Holy Hour 

 

6am Eucharistic 

                 Adoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm Holy Hour 

 

 

 
 

6:30pm Hearts Afire 

 


